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CORNERSTONE MEMBERS

The Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) closed out its fiscal 
2024-2025 year with a celebratory 
evening on Wednesday, June 28th, 2023, 
at the grand Bally’s Dover Casino Resort 
- Rollins Center. The CDCC’s Annual 
Awards for Excellence Celebration serves 
as the crowning event for this non-profit 
organization, and this year was truly a 
memorable event to be remembered 
forever by the sold-out crowd of more 
than 300 guests.

The CDCC welcomed members, the 
extended community, family, and friends, 
to a confetti-filled evening celebrating 
the stellar accomplishments of Central 
Delaware’s business community. It was 
amazing to experience the moment with 
so much Kent County excellence, in 
addition to enjoying a moment to pause 
and reflect on the past year. The CDCC 
deeply appreciates the opportunity to 

award and acknowledge the nominees 
in the Small Business of the Year, Large 
Employer of the Year, Young Professional 
of the Year categories, and more. It was 
incredible to see a room full of guests 
cheering on their peers, meeting new 
people, and applauding the awesome 
business community that is Central 
Delaware. 

Attendees mixed, mingled, ate, and 
raised a glass of cheer to the 28 members 
of the Leadership Central Delaware 
(LCD) Class of 2025 as they ceremo-
niously graduated from the Diamond 
Program of the Chamber. Leadership 
Central Delaware is a unique 10-month 

immersive program that challenges the 
participants’ team building, decision-mak-
ing, and goal setting skills, all while 
learning and touring various industries in 
Kent County. This evening marked a bit-
tersweet moment as this year’s program 
ended for our graduates; however, we 
know that we will see them again as they 
are so eager to stay involved and impact 
their community for the better. Congrats 
to the LCD Class of 2025!

We hope the delivery of our 
2024-2025 State of the Chamber 
Address provided some insight into the 
CDCC’s accomplishments during this 
past year and our focus for the future. 
The CDCC does so much within a year 
that it can sometimes be hard to keep 
track of, but not for you; you’ve joined us 
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The Central Delaware Chamber 
of Commerce (CDCC) invites you 
to join us for this month’s Sunset 
Business Mixer from 5 – 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 30th at the Central 
Delaware Habitat for Humanity 
(CDHFH) ReStore, 2311 S. DuPont 
Hwy., Dover, DE. This summer-
time event is hosted by the Central 
Delaware Housing Collaborative 
(CDHC) in partnership with the 
CDHFH. It’s sure to be another 
fabulous evening of networking, 
relationship-building, and supporting 
small businesses with your local 
community!

The Sunset Business Mixer is 
the premiere networking event of 
the Chamber. The CDCC is proud 

to host this monthly event for our 
members and their invited guests 
and to provide a place for invaluable 
opportunities to create new partner-
ships and long-lasting relationships. 
Plus, since these Mixers always take 
place at a local business, this is a 
great opportunity for attendees to 
be introduced to the hosting CDCC 
member and learn more about their 
business or organization.

As always with the Sunset 
Business Mixer, please be sure 

to bring your business cards for 
networking and door prize entries, 
cash to enter our 50/50 raffle, and 
a friendly face ready to expand your 
business relationships. Be prepared 
to go home with hopefully a cool 
door prize, most definitely new 
friends and business colleagues, and 
possibly some cash!

When you attend the Sunset 
Business Mixer at the CDHFH 
ReStore you will learn about the 
amazing work done by both the 
CDHC through their emergency 
shelter and transitional housing, and 
the transformative work done by the 
CDHFH providing housing opportu-

Continued on Page 16
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Calendar of Events

The CDCC is YOUR Opportunity Hub!

JULY
Thursday, August 7th   

Kent County Open for Business 
8:30am - 10:00am, Kent County Levy Court

Tuesday, August 12th  
CDCC Board Meeting  
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Wednesday, August 13th  
Marketing Committee Meeting 
2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom

Thursday, August 14th  
Member Orientation  
8:30am - 10:00am, via Zoom

Tuesday, August 19th   
LCD Steering Committee Meeting 
12:00pm - 1:00pm, CDCC Conference Room

Thursday, August 21st   
LCD Class of 2026 Meet & Greet 
5:00pm - 8:00pm, The Blahas’ in Magnolia

Monday, August 25th  
CDCC Executive Committee Meeting 
8:00am - 10:00am, CDCC Conference Room

Wednesday, August 27th  
Ambassador Committee Meeting 
3:30pm, DASEF

Wednesday, August 27th  
Sunset Business Mixer /   
Member 2 Member Expo  
4:00pm - 7:00pm, DASEF

Subscription Price:
$20.00 per year  

(included in membership dues)

POSTMASTER:
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Chamber News,
435 N. DuPont Highway,

Dover, DE 19901
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AUGUST
Friday, July 4th   

Independence Day   
Office Closed

Tuesday, July 8th    
CDCC Board Meeting  
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Thursday, July 10th   
Member Orientation  
12:00pm - 1:30pm, via Zoom

Tuesday, July 15th    
LCD Steering Committee Meeting 
12:00pm - 1:00pm,    
CDCC Conference Room

Wednesday, July 30th  
Ambassador Committee Meeting 
4:30pm, Habitat for Humanity ReStore

Wednesday, July 30th  
Sunset Business Mixer   5:00pm - 7:00pm, 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore

 Est. 2013

AN INDUSTRY EXCLUSIVE CDCC MARKETING PACKAGE!

Thank you to the CDCC Cornerstone Members!

The CDCC is THE essential resource for the development of business in Central Delaware.

435 N. DuPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901
302.734.7515   info@cdcc.net

www.cdcc.net

A “hub” is defined as “the effective 
center of an activity, region, or network.”  
Others simply refer to a “hub” as the 
center of activity.  I believe it’s safe 
to say that much like the one on your 
car’s wheel, a “hub” is defined more by 
location than anything – it’s in the middle 
of it all!  

Every two years, your Chamber 
works to generate a strategic plan.  The 
strategic plan is something that helps 
guide our work by outlining goals.  This 
past Spring, a committee was convened 
to craft the next two-year plan for the 
CDCC.  During its meetings, many mean-
ingful conversations were had regarding 
the role of the Chamber, the CDCC’s ef-
fectiveness, assets and challenges, vision 
and mission and more.  

After much thoughtful discussion, 
the group came to a consensus around 
the idea that what your Chamber really 
wants to be is your hub for whatever you 
need to experience success.  We want to 
be the group that’s at the center of it all 
and the organization that can help unlock 
opportunities by creating connections 
and providing access that will enable 
you to grow your business.   And so, our 
new vision for July 2025 – June 2027 was 
born: The CDCC is your opportunity 
hub!

The Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to serve as your 
opportunity hub!  We are happy to offer 
opportunities to connect members with 
educational experiences, to advocate for 
healthy business legislation, and to find 
ways to tell our members’ stories.  Best of 
all, we love connecting members to each 
other in activities and events designed to 
build strong and lasting networks.  Being 
connected is the best way to lay a founda-
tion for business growth!  

While serving as your hub for connec-
tions, your CDCC is also your hub for 
access.  When you become a member of 
this Chamber, you immediately enter a 
world where access is granted to whoever 
and whatever can help you expand your 
footprint and build your brand.  We can 
connect you with the right people, the 
right strategies, and the right techniques 
– a plethora of opportunities exist here in 
Central Delaware, and we can help you 
find and take advantage of them.  

CDCC membership comes with 
a multitude of benefits all designed 
to motivate success.  Our goal at the 
Chamber is to assist you in taking 
advantage of as many of those benefits 
as possible.  All we really want is for you 
to get everything that’s coming to you!  
But what we know is that, in order to 
receive all those benefits, our members 
must be engaged with us and actively 
participate in the benefits we offer.  But to 
make those connections and receive that 
valuable access, one must take advantage 
of the opportunities provided by showing 
up, making introductions, striking up con-
versations, and getting to know people.   

Coming this Fall, there will again 
be many opportunities for you to be 
engaged, make connections, enjoy 
access, and grow – we look forward to 
seeing you!  If you have questions about 
how to be more engaged with us or would 
like a refresher of your membership 
benefits, please contact us at the CDCC 
Office.  

We are thrilled to begin another 
Chamber year with each of you.  We are 
excited to walk alongside you and your 
company.  We feel uniquely privileged to 
serve as your opportunity hub!  

EDITOR’S NOTE
In the May 2025 edition of Chamber 

Connections, DNREC Secretary Greg 
Patterson’s name was incorrect. This
has been corrected, and you can read

the entire story on page 18 at this link.  
The CDCC apologizes for this error.

Looking for a Calendar of
Community Events? Check out the

CDCC's Online Calendar at
www.cdcc.net/events.

Did you know that CDCC
Members can post their own event
info on the calendar for FREE?!?!

https://cdcc.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/CDCC_May-2025-Connections-REVISED.pdf
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Dear Members of the CDCC, 
As your “opportunity hub,” the Central Delaware Chamber 

of Commerce (CDCC) prides itself on being acknowledged as 
one of the best chambers in the country. According to the U. 
S. Chamber of Commerce, the CDCC excels in programming, 
advocacy in legislation, training emerging leaders, general 
communications, and goal setting. Our 5-star accreditation 
places us in the top 2% of chambers in the country and assures 
our membership that they are receiving the highest quality 
services available from a local chamber.  

Much like in your own businesses, we have experienced a 
significant increase in costs over the past year.  Many of our 
signature events are costing more, health care for our incredi-
ble staff has become more expensive, and even basic supplies 
that keep us running are increasing in price. To maintain the 
high quality that you have come to know, trust, and appreciate, 
we are now in a position of having to increase our membership 
dues.  

Beginning this month, membership dues will increase by 
15% across the board. Whether you are at the lowest dues rate 
or the highest, the increase will be the same percentage. While 
this may be difficult news to both hear and deliver, we believe 
that the value of your member benefits still far outweighs the 
annual cost.  

There is an available benefit that you may want to take 
advantage of – it’s called the “Early Bird Discount.” Here’s how 
it works: if a member pays their annual dues prior to their due 
date (even if it’s only the day before), they can pay the same 
rate that they are paying currently. Here’s an example: Suppose 
your dues rate for this year was $325, the new rate is $375, 
and your due date is August 1st. If you pay anytime between 
now and July 30th, you can pay just $325. That’s a savings of 
$50 just by paying prior to the deadline. If, however, you pay on 
August 1st or after, your rate will be $375.

We are excited about what this year will bring and about all 
the ways that we, your Chamber, can assist you as you grow 
your business. Through our efforts in education, we look 
forward to helping you stay current and informed. Through our 
advocacy work, we are happy to work hard with our lawmakers 
to ensure business-friendly legislation. We are excited to help 
you tell your story and take advantage of the marketing tools 
we offer. And we very much anticipate a year of connections as 
we create moments and events that motivate helpful, quality 
networking.  

If you have questions about pricing, feel free to contact me 
either at the Chamber office (302.734.7513) or on my cell 
(302.222.0838). I count it as an absolute joy to serve you, and I 
look forward to seeing you again soon at a mixer or an event! 

All the best, 

Dr. Dina Carol Vendetti, CDCC President
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We are here to help you thriveCentury Engineering and the Camden Bypass Projects

Century Engineering has played 
an integral role in the design for both 
Camden Bypass projects over the 
past several years. Our involvement 
began in the planning stages and 
has continued through design, public 
outreach, and collaboration with the 
construction team to address issues 
as they arise during construction.
East Camden Bypass – Now Under 
Construction!

The East Camden Bypass is 
currently under construction. This 
new roadway, located east of US 13, 
begins at the US 13/Wawa entrance 
at Willow Grove Road (future con-
nection to the West Camden Bypass) 
and extends north to SR 10 and 
Rising Sun Road, where a five-leg 
roundabout is proposed. From there, 
the roadway continues north and ties 
back into US 13 at the Old North 
Road intersection. Allen Myers was 
awarded the $22.3 million contract 
and began construction in July 2024. 
In addition to the new roadway, the 
project includes:

•  Two stormwater management 

    ponds
•  Drainage improvements
•  Sewer and water line 
   installations
•  Lighting and signal upgrades
•  A multi-use trail for pedestrian 
   access
•  Bus stops to support public 
   transit
The East Camden Bypass is a true 

example of a multi-modal transporta-
tion project.
Construction Phases and Progress

Currently, they are completing 
Phase I of construction, which has 
included the development of storm-
water ponds and roadway work on 
both sides of SR 10, east of US 13. 
This phase has been completed with 
minimal impact to existing traffic. 
Next, Phase II will begin with the 
temporary closure of Rising Sun 
Road to allow for roundabout con-
struction. This work is expected to 
start soon and will last approximately 
three months. Phase III will follow, 
involving a closure of SR 10 between 
US 13 and Rising Sun Road to 

complete the roundabout, expected 
to last about one month. DelDOT 
anticipates opening the East Camden 
Bypass in spring 2026, weather 
permitting.
West Camden Bypass – Coming 
Soon

The East Camden Bypass is one 
half of the overall Camden Bypass 
initiative. The second half, the West 
Camden Bypass, is a new roadway 
west of US 13. It will extend from 
Willow Grove Road, past South 
Street, Upper King Road/Main 
Street, and King Boulevard, tying 
into US 13 at the Wawa traffic signal. 
Construction is scheduled to begin 
this summer. Once both projects 
are completed, the Camden Bypass 
will provide an alternative route for 
through traffic, allowing vehicles, 
especially heavy trucks—to bypass 
the Historic Town of Camden. This 
is expected to significantly improve 
safety and reduce congestion in the 
town center.

Partnering with Education: A 
STEM Learning Opportunity

With the East Camden Bypass 
located just a few hundred feet 
from Caesar Rodney High School, 
DelDOT has partnered with the 
school’s STEM teachers to provide 
students with real-world experience. 
The project team began by pre-
senting the project in a classroom 
setting, walking students through 
the engineering and planning 
processes. Students then visited 
the construction site to observe 
operations firsthand, including a 
live drone demonstration. Both the 
students and the project team found 
the experience highly valuable. 
With construction activity expected 
to continue in the area for the next 
several years, more educational field 
trips are planned.

Want more information about 
the Camden Bypass projects? Visit 
the project website at www.cam-
denareaprojects.com
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We are here to help you thrive
Independent Newsmedia Inc., the 

parent company of Daily State News 
and five hyper-local newspapers in 
Delaware and Maryland, is well-po-
sitioned to help you celebrate your 
wins, expand your reach and connect 
with new audiences. We cover com-
munities throughout Delaware and 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland with 
a variety of daily, weekly, monthly, 
seasonal and special publications 
and offer targeted marketing and 
unlimited digital reach. 

Independent Newsmedia Inc. is 
dedicated to community journalism. 
Our newspapers and websites are 
published for, of and by the people. 
As a non-profit, we are dedicated to 
the practice of journalism as a public 
trust, with a commitment to citizen 
participation, free speech and inde-
pendent journalism. Since 1952, we 
have been dedicated to community 
journalism and offer a unique blend 
of issue-oriented stories, reader sub-
missions and local news and photos. 
Our award-winning journalists, pho-
tographers and editors can help you 
tell your story in ways that captivate 
and engage print and digital readers. 
In addition to community newspa-
pers, we offer a wide variety of other 
print and digital publications. We 
also provide printing and related 
services to scores of other publish-
ers in the Mid Atlantic. Our success 
is your success.
THRIVE WITH US

If you are looking to connect with 
active seniors looking for fun activi-
ties and information to enhance their 
lifestyle, we can help. Each year, our 
senior event Thrive Dover connects 
local seniors with businesses, or-
ganizations, agencies and services 
that help to ensure active adult 
living. Daily State News provides an 
exciting event and a special publica-
tion that can help you reach active 
seniors. The Thrive Dover senior 
event includes exhibitors, food 
trucks, dancing and cooking demon-

strations, door prizes & giveaways, 
interactive activities and on-site 
house tours of Noble’s Pond - a 55+ 
Lifestyle Community. This year’s 
Thrive Dover is scheduled for Friday, 
July 18 at Noble’s Pond. The event is 
free and open to everyone. We also 
host Thrive events in Milford, DE 
and Salisbury, MD, expanding our 

reach, and your marketing opportu-
nities, to those who are 55+.
REACH THE STARS

Stars of Delaware is an exciting 
annual honor for your favorite 
local businesses. Top recognition 
is awarded in dozens of catego-
ries. Readers vote for their favorite 
local restaurants, shopping spots, 
services, entertainment, nonprofits 

and more, including person of the 
year. Stars winners and finalists are 
celebrated in print, online and at our 
fabulous special event, annually. Be 
sure to nominate and vote for your 
favorites, including your own busi-
nesses, each year.

If you are interested in being 
a vendor/exhibitor or sponsor at 
a future Thrive Dover or Stars of 
Delaware event, or at our Thrive and 
Stars events in other markets, please 
contact us at  adsupport@iniusa.org 
or 302-741-8200.  
BAY TO THE BEACH, WE CAN 
GET YOU THERE

Bay to the Beach is a quarterly 
publication with a curated list of 
stories on some of Delmarva’s best 
attractions, events, restaurants and 
shopping stops, including long-time 
favorites and newfound treasures. 
Our goal is to show people the fun 
and fascinating sights, just a daytrip 
away, from the Atlantic shores to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

The free, glossy-covered print 
edition is available at a variety of 
high-traffic locations throughout Del-
aware’s Kent and Sussex counties, 
plus Maryland’s Wicomico, Dorches-
ter and Somerset counties. You can 
also read it online, from cover to 
cover. 

Have a great idea for an 
upcoming feature story, or want to 
schedule an ad for your business? 
We would love to help. If you are 
interested in expanding your reach 
from the bay to the beach, please 
contact our Special Projects Editor 
at csamis@iniusa.org. We look 
forward to working with you. 

SUMMER 2024 SUMMERTIME ADVENTURES
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The Class of 2025 Ends the Year with Energy!
As Leadership Central Delaware’s 

year of day-long learning experiences 
came to a close with Energy & En-
vironment Day, the class gathered 
in Chesapeake Utilities’ state of the 
art classroom for a panel discussion 
focused on what it means to be in the 
energy business in Delaware.  The 
group was given a warm welcome 
by Shane Breakie, Vice President 
of Chesapeake Utilities, LCD Alum 
(Class of 2007), and former CDCC 
Board Chair. Shane gave a brief 
overview of Chesapeake Utilities and 
all they do for the Central Delaware 
community and beyond. 

Next, a panel of energy experts was 
gathered, each with a different per-
spective, to share with the class about 
the “business of energy.”  Panelists 
included Jen Vandervort (LCD Class 
of 2018) from Chesapeake Utilities, 
Heather Contant (LCD Class of 2021) 
from Delaware Municipal Electric 
Corporation, Lauren Irby (LCD Class 
of 2021) from Delaware Electric 
Cooperative, and Chad Jackson of 
Affinity Energy Management.  The 
panelists spent time discussing their 
companies’ various roles in energy.  
They also shared challenges and 
trends in the industry that will likely 
affect their customers, both residents 
and businesses.  They ended their time 
with the group by sharing leadership 
techniques, tips, and strategies that 

they’ve learned over the years in their 
various roles.  

After much conversation about 
electricity and natural gas, we turned 
out attention to an alternative form of 
energy, we welcomed Dora Cheatham, 
Vice President, Sales & Commer-
cialization at Aternium (formerly 
First State Hydrogen) to the podium. 
She presented the ground-breaking 
advances within the Hydrogen and 
the Mid-Atlantic Clean Hydrogen Hub 
(MACH2). This initiative is revolution-
ary for Delaware and will usher in a 
new era of economic development 
for the state. She gave background 
of hydrogen as a power source, its 
consumption, production, and how 
Delaware ranks among competitors 
in utilization and production. She 
made this scientific topic very easy to 
understand how her work is positively 
impacting Delaware’s energy model.

The class then had the unique 
opportunity to visit Chesapeake 
Utilities training facility, “Safety Town.”  
Safety Town’s training rooms and 
shed-like houses (built by students 
from Polytech) were built on a 2-acre 
parcel of Chesapeake’s Energy Lane 
campus. The homes give workers a 
simulated experience of what they 
may encounter as they enter customer 
homes on installation and repair calls.  
Chesapeake’s Training Coordinators 
Anthony Coker, LCD Alum (Class of 
2021), and Dave Baldinger explained 

the facility to the class and underscor-
ing the importance of safety training.  

After a delicious lunch by The 
Skyline Cafe, the Class of 2025 heard 
from Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control 
(DNREC) Secretary Greg Patterson.  
Sec. Patterson spoke at length about 
the role of DNREC in protecting 
and preserving the environment and 
ensuring good stewardship of Dela-
ware’s natural resources.  He shared 
various ways that individuals can be 
engaged with DNREC in educational 
and recreational experiences.  His 
time with the group ended with a short 
session of Q & A.  

The Class of 2025 left Chesa-
peake Utilities and traveled across 
the parking lot to the Delaware Solid 
Waste Authority’s (DSWA) beautiful, 
new facility.  There they learned 
about the work of DSWA in educating 
people about appropriate practices for 
disposing of their trash and recycling.  
They discussed document shredding, 
disposal of hazardous waste, collection 
events, and how the DSWA provides 
an abundance of opportunities for the 
community. 

Finally, an already eventful Energy 
& Environment Day got more eventful 
at the Kent County Wastewater 
treatment facility in Milford. The class 
by a man who has done this LCD tour 
for more than 20 years, the passion-
ately knowledgeable, William Vincent. 

He walked the class through their 
outdoor operation of turning sewage 
into usable water and fertilizer. This 
facility has been visited by engineers 
from all around the world because it is 
one the first locations to utilize Severn 
Trent’s Microdynamic UV light system 
to disinfect the water.  The class did 
a great job of bearing the unpleasant 
smell and gained valuable insight into 
the operation that processes more 
than 14 million gallons per day and 
8,000 tons of biosolids a year – fasci-
nating!  On a personal note, the class 
was also informed of the end of an 
era:  Mr. William Vincent is retiring 
this summer!  Thank you, Bill, your 
service of 40 years to the people of 
Kent County – and all the best in your 
retirement.  

Energy & Environment Day turned 
out to be an information-packed day 
for the class members.  They were 
extremely engaged in the conversa-
tions and asked many questions.  They 
seemed very interested in what the 
energy of the future would enable 
people to do differently.  They found 
the day helpful and relevant, found a 
new appreciation for the environment 
and for the way it provides for us, and 
a resolved to be much more discerning 
about what gets “flushed.” One might 
say that the conversation left them 
pretty “charged up!” 
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The Class of 2025 Ends the Year with Energy!
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was also informed of the end of an 
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service of 40 years to the people of 
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out to be an information-packed day 
for the class members.  They were 
extremely engaged in the conversa-
tions and asked many questions.  They 
seemed very interested in what the 
energy of the future would enable 
people to do differently.  They found 
the day helpful and relevant, found a 
new appreciation for the environment 
and for the way it provides for us, and 
a resolved to be much more discerning 
about what gets “flushed.” One might 
say that the conversation left them 
pretty “charged up!” 

Closing Retreat:  A Time to Remember, 
Reflect, and Continue the Journey! 

After an information-filled, relation-
ship-building, experience-packed ten 
months, it is imperative to spend some 
time debriefing, applying, synthesizing, 
and discovering what it all meant and 
exploring its importance.  That is exactly 
what the Annual LCD Closing Retreat 
is all about.  The Closing Retreat is 
designed to be part educational and part 
reflective, all said and done to place a 
bold exclamation mark at the end of this 
year’s LCD story.   

On Friday, June 13th, class members 
gathered at Harvest Ridge Winery for a 
full day of presentations and conversa-
tions.  Our first special guest speaker of 
the day was Laura Garofoli, owner and 
operator of Lean on Me Caregiving, LLC.  
Laura is an LCD alum (Class of 2022) 
and a member of the CDCC Board of 
Directors.  Laura shared her personal 
leadership journey with the class, 
complete with ups and downs, blessings 
and challenges, difficult moments, 
life-changing circumstances and all the 
rest.  Through her inspiring experience, 
the class learned much about determina-
tion, persistence, grit, goals, and over-
coming circumstances that seem outside 
one’s control.  

Javier Santana, owner of High Ground 
Solutions, and CDCC Board Member, 
shared some thoughts about leadership 
around the topic: Live Now and Leave 
a Trail: The Soul of Leadership.  He 
spent time focusing on the importance 
of NOW.  He remarked about the impor-
tance of reflection and really counting 
every moment as a gift.   He encouraged 
the group, as they move on from here, 
to live in such a way that it creates a 
positive, lasting impact.  He stressed that 

a large outcome of effective leadership 
is a legacy that informs those who come 
after us.  

The class had the opportunity to hear 
from representatives of LCD’s partner 
organizations, Wilmington University and 
Leadership Delaware, Inc. (LDI).   Mike 
Eppehimer, CEO of LDI, and Carrie Hart, 
current LDI fellow and LCD alum, spoke 
with the group regarding LDI’s potential 
to be a good “next step” in their leader-
ship journey. They also shared that LDI 
is happy to grant a significant discount 
on tuition for graduates of LCD. Kathy 
Kennedy-Ratajack of Wilmington Univer-
sity shared that Wilmington University 
recognizes the significant learning ac-
complished through LCD and is happy to 
grant each LCD graduate 3 credit hours 
towards a degree program at the univer-
sity.  Class members were very excited 
about these opportunities as they begin 
to plan their next leadership adventure! 

The final speaker of the day was Tim 
Bayes, Program Manager at Century 
Engineering: A Kleinfelder Company, 
and member of the CDCC Board of 
Directors.  Tim had the unique oppor-
tunity to speak with the Class of 2025 
at both their Opening Retreat and their 
Closing Retreat!  Tim did a wonderful 
job of helping the class think about 
what happens next.  He urged them 
to continue learning and always work 
towards refining their ability to lead.  He 
reminded them of the human element of 
leading, the importance of listening, and 
the benefits of practicing the pause. 

As the year grew to a close, the class 
was surprised to realize how much they 
had poured into this experience!  In 
review, this year’s class was comprised 

of 28 individuals representing 19 
companies.  Throughout their year, they 
spent more than 140 hours together as 
they studied 9 industries that serve as 
our county’s largest economic drivers.  
They heard from 85 speakers, they each 
wrote about 85 thank you notes, and they 
performed 85 2-minute speaker introduc-
tions.  They heard from 2 cabinet secre-
taries, 1 mayor, about 15 LCD alumni, 
several educators, several people in law 
enforcement, a few farmers, 1 horse 
trainer, 1 horse, and 1 man who really 
loved his odiferous job at the wastewater 
treatment facility, and more.  They read 
a book together and they completed two 
community impact projects. 

The Class of 2025 spent some time 
intentionally remembering and reflect-
ing on the various aspects of their LCD 
experience including their monthly 
experiences, their class book: It’s Your 
Ship, their journals, their Community 
Impact Projects, and more.  The conver-

sation was built around the theme, “What 
Did It All Mean?”  While class members 
enjoyed the many facets of the program 
and felt like they gained a great deal of 
knowledge from the various speakers and 
presenters throughout the year, they all 
acknowledged that they learned a great 
deal from each other!  Class members 
offered valuable suggestions for additions 
to the program in the future.  They were 
eager to share their discoveries and their 
learnings from the year and showed 
a great deal of gratitude for having 
been part of the Chamber’s “Diamond 
Program.”   

The Closing Retreat came to its 
conclusion with the fun distribution of 
class superlatives and a champagne toast 
to the Class of 2025.  Class members, 
presenters, and volunteers experienced 
a full day and left with full hearts as they 
spoke about graduation, next steps, and 
plans for remaining in touch. 

Thank youto our Sponsors!
Confirmed as of 9/17/24
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Congratulations, Leadership Class of 2025! 
The tours have been taken.  The speakers have all presented.  The book has been 

read.  The Community Impact Projects are now complete.  And the Class of 2025, who 
entered the Opening Retreat in Rehoboth as a group of individuals, have now become a 
unified class, a group, a network of friends, and yes, a family.  Through the excitement of 
learning and growing, the Class of 2025 has now completed all the requirements for LCD 
graduation!  

Please join the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce in congratulating the 
members of the Class of 2025: 

Elexus (Lexy) Austin
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

Stephen Bednarik
Dover Air Force Base 512th Airlift Wing

Michelle Bergold
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Shanise Boyd
Dover Federal Credit Union

Reginald Daniel 
NeighborGood Partners

Carol Ellis
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

Katherine (Katie) Girtman 

Matthew Heverin
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Jared Hughart 
Chesapeake Utilities Corporation

Malcolm Jacob
Dover/Kent County Metropolitan  
Planning Organization

Heather Jones 
Bright Side Roofing

Heather Kline
Central Delaware Habitat for Humanity

Amy Krumm
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Martha Lehman
Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce

Jillian Lyons
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

Deborah Moore 
Lean on Me Caregiving, LLC

Kallie Moyer 
Faw Casson

Selda Munson 
Dedicated to Women OB/GYN

Tiara Neal 
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Ardyn Overko
Dover Federal Credit Union

Christian Proctor 
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Sarah Sadlowski
Advantech Incorporated

Steven Shorter
Dover Air Force Base 436th Airlift Wing

Joshua Smith 
Bayhealth

Heather Stewart
Corp1, Inc.

Saleana Watson
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

Theodore (Toby) Watson
Ever Forward, Inc.

Clair Weber
Royal Prime

Thank you, class members and the companies you represent, for so en-
thusiastically taking part in Leadership Central Delaware.  We wish you all 
the best as you continue your leadership journey!  We know that as you, the 
next generation of leaders in Central Delaware, begins to step into various 
leadership roles in our community, we are in very good hands.  Once again, 
Congratulations to the Class of 2025!
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Member News 
DEC – Supporting A Bright Future for Area Youth!
In mid-June, the Delaware Electric 

Cooperative (DEC) Youth Tour enjoyed an 
exciting, week-long, all-expenses paid trip 
to Washington, D.C. for a youth leadership 
program. Each year, high school students 
from across the country gather for a 
fun-filled week of leadership development 
while exploring our nation’s capital. DEC 
selects three students who are currently in 
their junior or senior year of high school 
and live in homes served by DEC, to serve 
as delegates and to represent the Coop-
erative on the national stage.  This year’s 
delegates were Caesar Rodney students 
Eugene Ma, James Poplos, and Erica 
Weller. 

DEC’s Youth Tour delegates traveled 
with Virginia and Maryland delegates to 
join over 1,000 students from across the 
nation for Youth Tour. During their visit 
to the nation’s capital, they toured the 
memorials for Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Thomas Jefferson, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and visited Arlington National 
Cemetery, the National Air and Space 
Museum, and National Museum of African 
American History & Culture. They cheered 
their favorite team at a Major League 
Baseball Game between the Washington 
Nationals and the Colorado Rockies and 
enjoyed a dinner cruise on the Potomac 
River. 

The Youth Tour experience for the 
Delaware was also packed with education-
al activities and exciting events, including 
networking and trading collectible pins 
with student leaders from across the U.S., 
and meetings with U.S. Senator Chris 

Coons and U.S. Congresswoman Sarah 
McBride’s staff on Capitol Visit Day. DEC 
paid for all the transportation, meals, 
hotel accommodations, and admission 
fees during the trip. They also provided 
chaperones to ensure that students were 
well taken care of throughout the entire 
experience.

 James Poplos, DEC Youth Tour partic-
ipant and Delaware’s YLC (Youth Lead-
ership Council) Representative, shared 
his enthusiasm for the program, “Youth 
Tour 2025 was an incredible experience! 
Big thanks to Delaware Electric Coop for 
sending Erica, Eugene, and me! We met 
so many great people, did some awesome 
things, and collected a ton of pins!”

It’s evident that Youth Tour is more than 
just a trip; it’s a chance to make lifelong 
friendships and join a vibrant community 
of over 50,000 alumni. This program 
has provided high school students with 
valuable experiences that will last a lifetime 
whether they’re interested in leadership, 

public service or just want to experience 
the nation’s capital in a unique way. 

There is a strong educational 
component that teaches the importance 
of being an active participant in our 
democracy. One of the most impactful 
highlights of the Youth Tour experience is 
meeting and talking with the elected rep-
resentatives in the House and the Senate. 
Youth Tour delegates are encouraged to 
come prepared with questions or topics 
to discuss in their meetings. Understand-
ing that even though they may not be old 
enough to vote, their Representatives want 
to engage with them is an empowering 
realization for these high schoolers! 

This program is coordinated regionally 
by the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware 
Association of Electric Cooperatives 
(VMDAEC) and nationally by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). The Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour traces its origins to NRECA’s 1957 
Annual Meeting, when then-Sen. Lyndon 

Baines Johnson said in his address to the 
association, “If one thing comes out of this 
meeting, it will be sending youngsters to 
the national capital where they can actually 
see what the flag stands for and rep-
resents.” Thus, NRECA’s Electric Coopera-
tive Youth Tour was born!  

Lauren Irby, Manager of Public 
Relations & Community Affairs, explains 
the DEC’s vision for the Youth Tour, “Each 
summer, Youth Tour offers a unique 
opportunity for our not-for-profit electric 
cooperative to share our mission and mem-
ber-focused business model with the next 
generation of leaders --- all while having 
a good time! The cooperative story is one 
of working together to accomplish your 
goals, and my hope is that our Youth Tour 
delegates remember that they can make a 
positive difference in their own communi-
ties!”

In addition to the Washington, D.C. 
Youth Tour experience, one student from 
DEC’s Youth Tour delegation selected 
to serve on NRECA’s Youth Leadership 
Council (YLC). James Poplos was selected 
for this and will represent Delaware at 
NRECA’s Annual Meeting in Nashville, TN 
in March 2026. For more information on 
YLC, please visit www.electric.coop/our-or-
ganization/youth-programs/youth-leader-
ship-council.

For more information about the 
Delaware Electric Cooperative’s Youth 
Tour, contact Lauren Irby at lirby@
delaware.coop or 302-349-3132. 
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Member News 

Remembering the Past, Planning for the Future
The staff at the Air Mobility 

Command (AMC) Museum is always 
looking for new and innovative ways 
to tell the stories of the people who 
served in our nation’s US Army Air 
Corps, the US Army Air Forces, and 
the US Air Force. A project designed 
to do that is in the works right now. 

Deputy Director Eric Czerwinski 
is leading the refocus of 4 displays 
to tell stories from World War II, the 
Korean War, Vietnam War and more 
recent history from the 1980s to the 
present day. Eric explained that the 
Museum staff are thrilled that these 
displays are each being set up as 
fully professional museum exhibits. 
Although they have a small staff 
working on this project, everything 
is being done in-house. Because 
of a grant from the Air Education 
and Training Command, they can 
upgrade the lighting, technology, 
graphics, and other elements to 
museum standards. Even so, the 
local team is still the driving force 
behind this effort: designing the 
visual elements, outfitting the man-
nequins, building the displays and 
more.  

Each display will be a separate 
room that features a building façade 
at the entrance from the themed era. 
The inside will be filled with a large 
variety of never-displayed artifacts, 
storyboard backdrops, costumed 
mannequins and on-screen 
streaming videos of associated 
period news broadcasts to enhance 
the visual storytelling. 

The World War II display room 
will include a focus on Women’s 
services during the War. There will 
be three women featured with a 
photo and text backdrop detailing 
each of their stories and man-
nequins outfitted in their actual 
uniforms. Plus, other pieces of their 

personal artifacts will be included in 
the display. These women served as 
cooks, nurses and pilots during the 
War, each accomplishing amazing 
and brave feats during their service.

The Cold War display room will 
include information on the late 
1940s Berlin Airlift which supplied 
food, fuel, and medicine to Western 
Berlin residents, in addition to 
the Western Allies. It will even 
include information about Colonel 
Gail Seymour Halvorsen who was 
nicknamed the “Berlin Candy 
Bomber” and became famous during 
the Berlin Airlift for dropping candy 
to German children. The Airlift was 
a major victory for the Western 
Allies during the Cold War, demon-
strating their resolve and commit-
ment to defending West Berlin. 

The Cold War display room will 
also focus on the Chosin Reservoir 
campaign fought during the Korean 
War. This key battle occurred in late 
1950, during a particularly brutal 
North Korean winter. The US Air 
Force played a crucial role by sup-
porting United Nations (UN) forces 
through airlift operations of vital 
resupply of food, ammunition, and 
other necessities, as well as medical 
evacuation of wounded soldiers 
and helping to protect retreating 
forces and inflicting casualties on 
the enemy. The visual design of this 
room will convey the extreme cold 
temperatures endured by the UN 
forces during this campaign.

The Present Day display room 
will focus on operations in the 
Middle East including Desert Shield, 

Desert Storm and Iraq Freedom. In 
addition, there will be displays on 
the humanitarian operations that 
have and continue to be carried 
out by the US Air Force. These 
include responding to worldwide 
natural disasters such as hurricanes, 
earthquakes, and floods by providing 
airdrops of food and medical 
supplies, conducting rescue opera-
tions, and assisting with the delivery 
of humanitarian aid. 

The Vietnam War display room 
will remain unchanged. The current 
display was produced just over a 
decade ago, and includes a unique 
display of personal artifacts, visual 
backdrops focusing on the Airlift and 
Air Refueling during the Vietnam 
War, Strategic Airlifts, and Prisoners 
of War.  

Deputy Director Czerwinski was 
eager to show the Chamber Connec-
tions editor the AMC Museum’s col-
lections storage area filled with all 
sorts of artifacts including uniforms, 
shoes, accessories, glasses, patches, 
equipment, and even more historical 
treasure than can be listed in this 
article. This storage area provides a 
secure, atmospherically controlled 
environment to maintain every-
thing the Museum needs for their 
displays. The challenge is having the 
space to display everything that they 
want to share.

Eric shared his excitement about 
the AMC Museum expansion plans 
for a second, modern hangar with 
an education/conference center to 
house several new aircraft, eight 
classrooms, an IMAX theater, 

cafeteria, banquet center, and much 
more…including expanded indoor 
exhibit space. The AMC Museum 
Foundation will need support from 
our local community to make this 
happen. You can learn more about 
the expansion plans and how to 
donate by contacting the Founda-
tion at www.amcmuseum.org/sup-
port-the-museum/amc-museum-foun-
dation-inc.

While you are visiting the AMC 
Museum to view the progress on 
their 4 display rooms, be sure to visit 
the display for Private First-Class 
Mildred E. Higgins Rice. You’ll gain 
insight into the loss of her C-47 off 
the African coast and see the special 
donation that her family made to the 
AMC Museum. 

You can learn more about 
the AMC Museum at www.
amcmuseum.org. They are open 
Wednesday through Sunday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at 1301 Heritage Rd, 
Dover AFB, DE. Admission and 
parking are free.  Open Cockpit 
Day is every third Saturday of the 
month, April through October. This 
day provides the public full access 
to many of the museum’s aircraft 
and tour guides are available.



Chamber Connections   //   JULY 2025 11

Member News
Check Out the New Duck Creek Regional Library

It took about a decade and a half, 
give or take a year, for the dreams of 
the Friends of Duck Creek Regional 
Library community group to become 
a reality. The new library in Smyrna is 
quite the dream, expanding from 2,500 
square feet to their current size of 
22,000 square feet. To put it in per-
spective, 2,500 square feet is less than 
half the size of a basketball court, and 
22,000 square feet is less than half the 
size of a football field.

With that said, the new library is 
much, much more than additional 
square feet. It’s all about what they 
have done with this space. Library 
Director, Pat Young, was happy to take 
the Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) on a recent tour of 
the new Duck Creek Regional Library 
and show us firsthand what the new 
Library is all about. 

 The additional square feet has 
allowed them to add meeting and 
program spaces…enough to offer 7 
different programs all happening simul-
taneously. As Pat pointed out, “These 
spaces aren’t reading rooms.” She went 
on to explain they include all the latest 
technology with video screens, inter-
active whiteboards, plenty of electrical 
outlets, and versatile seating setups 
– from classroom style to conference 
room to workspaces with adjustable 
table heights to round banquet tables 
accommodating 8 people at each. 

The rooms vary in size to suit any 
sort of program or meeting with some 
including counter space, a sink and the 
largest includes a full catering kitchen. 

These rooms are available for public 
use, and the library currently has an 
extensive list of programs planned in 
these spaces with many new and ad-
ditional ones to come, think concerts, 
lectures, art shows, etc. The rooms 
must be reserved, so don’t wait if you 
want to have a meeting or presentation 
in this new space.

In addition to the new meeting 
spaces, the Library offers two study 
rooms with all the necessary technolo-
gy available for today’s students or en-
trepreneurs. Plus, there are computers 
available in small cubicles for public 
use, wireless printing, and you can 
even borrow a charger to give your 
techno gadgets a power boost while 
you’re working onsite. 

You can even check out your books 
at a self-checkout kiosk. All you need is 
a library card. Even so, Pat pointed out, 
“The Library staff is always available 
to help you with anything you need. We 
want to make sure that we maintain 
our personal service approach.” 

Speaking of books, are you 
wondering what new reading oppor-
tunities are being offered?  A family 
reading area has been set up to better 
accommodate all age groups in one 
space. The teen room offers books for 
ages 12 – 18, along with board games 
and soon-to-be added video games, 
making it the perfect hangout for 
young adults.

 There is a large central 
reading area with high ceilings, plenty 
of natural light, comfortable seating 
and a display of sculptures by local 

artist Richard Bailey. It’s the perfect 
calming spot to take a break and start a 
new book. Adjacent to this space is an 
outdoor reading area – another great 
spot to relax and enjoy a journey into 
another world with a new book. There 
are plans to add plants and shade 
areas to this outdoor space to turn it 
into a true reading garden.

Is there a children’s area? Yes, and 
it’s an inspiring space for the youngest 
of readers. The nature-themed décor 
includes leaf-shaped beanbag seating, 
mountainscapes on the walls, and pint-
sized chairs with racoon tails. There 
a crayons, coloring pages, computers 
with children’s games queued up, 
and educational toys scattered about, 
in addition to multiple cases full of 
children’s books from all time favorites 
to the ones that are quickly gaining 
popularity. This will become the go-to 
spot for all parents on both sunny and 
rainy days. There’s nothing like the 
cool, calm space of a library on a hot 
summer day!

Pat pointed out that they have added 
adult non-fiction and biographies 
audio books to their collection, also 
children’s music CDs, and a literacy 
collection to develop and foster reading 
skills. They will add addi-
tional materials to their 
collections as they find out 
what the community needs 
and wants. “We have to pay 
attention to the community,” 
Pat points out. 

There are many things 
that you can get with 

your library card that you probably 
don’t even know about including: 
checking out a blood pressure cuff or a 
telescope. You can also obtain museum 
passes for Longwood Gardens for 
free, read the digital version of a huge 
number of popular magazines and 
plenty more.

Now that you know plenty about the 
new Duck Creek Public Library and 
what they offer you, why not consider 
supporting them with a donation, 
volunteering and spreading the word 
about this new space?  Volunteer-
ing is a great place to start. They 
always need helpers to shelve books, 
assist with children’s programs, help 
patrons with technology, and conduct 
workshops and classes. As our tour 
ended, Pat shared, “There’s something 
extra special about the people in this 
community. They’ve kept their eyes on 
the prize for 16 years, and now here 
we are!”

For more information about the 
Duck Creek Public Library, visit 
them at 22 S. Main Street, Smyrna, 
www.duckcreeklib.de.us or call 302-
653-4579.
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Special Feature
Sunshine and Smiles at the Sunset Business Mixer

On the early evening of 
Wednesday, June 25th, members 
and guests of the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
gathered to enjoy an inspiring 
getaway to the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Dover (1706 N. Dupont Highway) 
for the CDCC’s Sunset Business 
Mixer. This monthly premier net-
working event of the Chamber has 
built an impressive reputation for 
consistently bringing the Central 
Delaware business community 
together to support a local business 
while gaining valuable connections, 
building relationships, and enjoying a 
bit of light-hearted fun.

The CDCC members and potential 
members found the beautifully 
renovated Hilton Garden Inn the 
perfect location for networking as 
indicated by the boisterous energy, 
smiles, and conversations that took 
place. This brings the CDCC staff 
great pleasure to see the room filled 
with like-minded local professionals 
– like YOU – engaging with other 
members and working together 
to grow and strengthen Central 
Delaware. There is no doubt that 
Central Delaware knows how to live, 
work, AND play together. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended this June 2025 Sunset 
Business Mixer. You encourage us 
more than you know to keep working 
for the betterment of our favorite 
community. You bring this event 
to life every month, and we are so 
grateful that you choose to spend 
your little bit of free time with us and 
your business community. 

Special congratulations go to Cliff 
Weber and Wendy Stephens from 
Hilton Garden Inn, and Courtney 
Duncan from Merrill Lynch - Connell, 
Alexander, Duncan & Associates 
for receiving their 5-Star Journey 
Pins at the event! This signifies 
their dedicated engagement with 
the CDCC by completing the step-
pingstones on their journey map. 
Check-in with CDCC Membership 
Director, Jennifer Sutter, to see where 
you are on your 5-star journey or to 
initiate a journey map and enhance 
your engagement with us. It’s a great 
opportunity to take advantage of 
membership benefits that you might 
not realize how much they can help 
you grow your business. 

Congratulations to Member of 
the Month Winner, Vic Holston from 
Quality Builders Inc. Look for his 
profile article in the August edition 
of the Chamber Connections. High-
fives go out to Michelle Bergold from 
Del-One Federal Credit Union for 
winning the 50/50 Raffle.  Speaking 
of winners, the event attendees 
were delighted to see LCD Class of 
2023 members Rachel Rohm and 
Amy Zook proudly showing off their 
enormous “Best in Class” trophy that 
they recently received at the Awards 
for Excellence Celebration. No doubt 
that this class has a year of bragging 
planned. Way to go!

Thank you to the Hilton Garden 
Inn’s Hearth Bar and Grille, Sayer’s 
Jewelers & Gemologists, Skocik’s 
Discoveries and Collectables, Central 
Delaware Habitat for Humanity, 
PACE Your Life, and Bally’s Dover 
Casino Resort for providing door 
prizes to add to the excitement of the 
evening.

Then, a very special thank you 
to the Hilton Garden Inn Dover 
team for welcoming us into their 
home-away-from-home and creating 
a welcoming experience for all 
guests in attendance. Their newly 
completed renovations are over-the-
top impressive, and the food and 
drinks at the event from Hearth Bar 
and Grille were plentiful and so very 
delicious. We thank you for support-
ing our strong tourist population, 
which allows us to share the beauty 
of Central Delaware with others, as 
well as providing crucial revenue for 
the First State. The CDCC sincerely 
appreciates the Hilton Garden Inn 
in Dover making time for us and 
serving their community. 

Thank you again to all who 
attended this month’s Sunset 
Business Mixer. We hope you made 
connections, reconnections, and 
memories to last a long time. 

For more information about 
the Hilton Garden Inn in Dover, 
Delaware, please visit www.dover.
hgi.com or call (302) 674-3784. For 
more information or to register for 
the July 30th Mixer, please visit the 
events calendar at www.cdcc.net or 
call (302)734-7513. We can’t wait to 
see you at the next event!
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Special Feature Special Feature

 Mini Masters Mixer Delivers Super-Sized Fun
Although a weather delay caused 

the Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce’s (CDCC) Mini Masters 
Mixer to slide into June, the event was 
still super-sized with fun! The Central 
Delaware community brought their 
A-game and cheerful spirit to Tre 
Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf 
in Wyoming, Delaware on Wednesday, 
June 4th to enjoy an evening full of 
mixing, mingling and merrymaking. 

Teams of four competitively putted 
their way through all eighteen holes of 
mini golf in the hopes of receiving low 
pars and a shot at winning the prized 
Chamber BLUE jacket. Our guests 
exchanged laughs, cheers, words of 
encouragement, and of course, their 
business cards as they expanded their 
networks, made new friends, and had 
fun while doing it! 

Attendees took advantage of the 
premiere networking event of the 
Chamber as they connected with their 
local Central Delaware community 
over a relaxing game of mini golf at one 
of the happiest places in Kent County. 
Guests, both players and spectators, 
brought the joyful magic of Central 
Delaware as they exemplified the tight-
knit business community of the area. 
The CDCC was proud to see represen-
tatives from businesses large and small 
converse and cheer each other on to 
support Central Delaware together. 

Everyone played amazingly, 
however, there were a few exceptional 

golfers who were at the top of their 
mini-golf game for this competition. 
Congratulations to our 2025 Mini 
Masters champions! Congratulations 
to the “Harrington Hawaiians” team 
members Rocke Gaston, Kirt Gaston, 
Mike Harrington Jr., and Mike Har-
rington Sr. from Harrington Realty for 
having the best overall team score. 

Congratulations to both “The 
Instant Imprints” team including 
Monique Bonds, Barbara Day, Noelle 
Evans, and Christine Merrill from 
Instant Imprints of Delaware, and 
“Helen & the 4 M’s” team including 
Helen Wiles, Malcolm Jacob, Mike 
Petit de Mange, and Marilyn Smith 
from Dover/Kent County MPO for 
coming in tied as winners for the best 
dressed costume award. Woohoo! Way 
to go teams.

A final congratulations to THE 2025 
Chamber Mini Masters Champion, 
Michelle Bergold with the Del-One 
Stars and Stripes. Michelle is fast 

becoming the “Kathy Whitworth” of 
CDCC golf. Excellent golfing, Michelle! 
Thank you to Mike Harrington Sr. for 
ceremoniously presenting the coveted 
BLUE jacket to the winner, upholding 
a long-time tradition and creating a 
memory to last forever.

In addition, congratulations 
to Member of the Month winner 
Catherine Jenkins from Kent County 
Tourism. Read all about Cat in the 
Member of the Month column in this 
edition of the Chamber Connections. 
Also, a big high five to Nick Drakes 
from Dover Federal Credit Union for 
winning the 50/50 raffle cash. 

The CDCC would like to thank all 
our gracious sponsors, without whom 
The Chamber Mini Masters Mixer 
would not be possible. Tournament 
Sponsor: Dover Pools; Hole-In-One 
Sponsor: i.g. Burton Auto Group; Tee 
sponsors: Bally’s Dover Casino Resort, 
Chesapeake Utilities Corp., Del-One 
Federal Credit Union, Faw Casson, 
Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital, Hilton 
Garden Inn Dover, Hodges Account-
ing & Tax Services, and Kent County 
Tourism – Visit Central Delaware; 

Beverage Cooler Sponsor: Pike Creek 
Mortgage Services, and Snacks 
Sponsor: First Tee – Delaware.

 Thank you to volunteers Heather 
Contant from DEMEC for sharing 
her expert photography skills, and 
Jay Davis who served as the evening’s 
expert DJ, emcee and sound support, 
plus Lt. Col. Bob Nadeau – AFMES, 
Christian Proctor - Del-One Federal 
Credit Union, Heather Stewart – 
Corp1, Inc., and Toby Watson – Ever 
Forward Consulting who all helped 
with a variety of tasks throughout the 
evening.  Way to go, everyone!

A special thank you to Mike Marasco 
and the team at Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice 
Cream & Mini Golf for welcoming the 
Central Delaware community into their 
beautiful fun-filled location. This event 
would not be possible without their 
support.

Thank you to all our attendees for 
joining YOUR CDCC at this event and 
continuing to make Central Delaware 
THE place to live, work, and play. Your 
high-spirited, community-building par-
ticipation means so much. Thank you!

For more information about 
upcoming mixers and events from the 
CDCC, please call (302) 734-7513 or 
visit the events page on our website 
at www.cdcc.net. We can’t wait to see 
you soon at the next upcoming CDCC 
event!
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Special Feature

CDCC Board and Staff Meet for Retreat
The Central Delaware Chamber of 

Commerce (CDCC) Board and Staff 
took the time on Tuesday, June 10, 
2025 for our annual retreat. We spent 
the day in a meeting room at Macau 
Kitchen in the Bally’s Dover Casino 
Resort with an ambitious agenda 
that kicked off with a beautiful and 
tasty breakfast by the Bally’s team, 
followed by a presentation on “A 
Leadership Mindset” by Dr. Rob 
Rescigno, president of Collaborative 
Consulting, who helped us see our 
CDCC roles in a new light.

The 2025 Board Retreat accom-
plished finalizing the 2024-2025 
fiscal year of the Chamber, reviewing 
the Strategic Plan for the next two 
years, as well as passing the next 
year’s budget. Dana Wattay, CDCC 
Board Chair, analyzed and discussed 
the budget spreadsheets for everyone 
as they followed along, inquired, and 
ultimately gave their judgment - to 
which they approved.

After a break with a delicious lunch 
courtesy of our accommodating host, 
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort, the 
group reconvened to proceed with the 
day’s agenda. The Board heard from 
the CDCC staff about the accom-
plishments and challenges they’ve 
faced throughout the year, as well as 
possible solutions. 

The day closed out with a panel 
discussion from a cross section of 
our membership, including Tim 
Bailey – Central Delaware Habitat 
for Humanity, Chevonne Boyd – 
The Hive on Loockerman, Melissa 
Cornwell – A-FAB Property Profes-
sionals, Dawne Nickerson – Armed 

Forces Medical Examiners System, 
Tonda Parks – Daily State News, and 
John Rice – Dover YMCA. They were 
asked about current happenings in 
their businesses, the benefits they 
receive as a CDCC member, ways 
the CDCC can help them, and any 
ideas or requests they have for us. We 
learned a lot from the responses we 
heard. The CDCC thanks the partici-
pating members for taking time from 
their busy day to help us learn how 
we can better serve our membership. 

The CDCC Staff members would 
like to thank all the Board Members 
in attendance for spending the day to 
help better the future of the CDCC. 
A special thank you goes to Board 
Chairman, Dana Wattay from Wattay 
Accounting, for his years of service 
to the CDCC. The CDCC Welcomes 
newest Board Chairman, Javier 
Santana to this position and looks 
forward to his further service to the 
CDCC. Thank you to Nick Polcino, 
Nancy McCoy, and the Macau Kitchen 

team for making us feel so welcome! 
Thank you again to everyone for an 
energizing meeting of the minds. 
The Board members and staff left 
the gathering feeling energized and 
inspired to start our new fiscal year.
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nities for local families in need.   One 
of the best things about the CDCC’s 
Sunset Business Mixer is that you 
never know who you might meet, what 
you will learn, and what new relation-
ships you can make. This monthly 
event is known for bringing the 
community together in a fun way that 
allows everyone to help each other 
grow Central Delaware together!

As you enjoy refreshing drinks and 
tasty refreshments surrounded by 
your local community, you can expand 
your business network, catch up with 
colleagues, and make new contacts, in 
a unique and interesting location. The 
Central Delaware Habitat ReStore in 
Dover is a nonprofit home improve-

ment store and donation center. They 
sell new and gently used furniture, ap-
pliances, home accessories, and more 
to the public for a fraction of retail 

price. And good news…they will be 
open for shopping during the Mixer! 

In addition to talking to their repre-
sentative at the Mixer, you can learn 

more about each of these member or-
ganizations on their web sites:  https://
hoh19903.wixsite.com/cdhc and www.
centraldelawarehabitat.com. There 
are plenty of volunteer and donation 
opportunities for the community to 
get involved and make a big differ-
ence. Don’t miss your chance to talk 
to them about what you can do to help 
them with their efforts.

For more information or to register 
for the CDCC’s July Sunset Business 
Mixer at CDHFH ReStore on 
Wednesday, July 30th, please call the 
Chamber office at (302) 734-7513 or 
visit www.cdcc.net/events. The CDCC 
is always excited to welcome its 
members to our events to connect and 
grow with each other. Register today 
– we can’t wait to see you! Mark your 
calendars and register now to attend!

Special Feature

Air and Space Force Association Galaxy 
Chapter*
Allen Ins. Assoc Inc. t/a Allen Ins. Group*
Always Advertising, Inc.
Artisans’ Bank*
B.I.G. Investment Services*
DBally’s Dover Casino Resort*
Bavarian Bakery & Deli
Bay Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
Center
Bayhealth*
BBSI - Dover*
Biggs Museum of American Art
Bright Side Roofing
Burke Equipment Company
C.S. Kidner Associates/Capitol Strategies*
Capriotti’s of Dover, Inc.
Carpenter Contractor Trust
CenDel Foundation
Century Engineering, Inc.*
CertaPro Painters of Delaware
Chesapeake Utilities Corp.*
City of Dover*
CNU Fit, LLC*
Coastal Bath Company*
Comcast*
Connolly Dermatology
Daily State News / Independent Newsmedia, 
Inc., USA*
Dedicated to Women
Delaware Agricultural Museum and Village
Delaware Community Foundation

Delaware Department of Insurance
Delaware Division of Small Business
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Delaware Health and Social Services/
DSAAPD*
Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation - 
DEMEC*
Delaware Solid Waste Authority
Delaware State Police Museum
Delaware State University
Delaware Technical Community College - 
Terry Campus*
Delmarva Power*
Del-One Federal Credit Union*
Dover Family Housing ~ Hunt Military 
Communities
Dover Federal Credit Union*
L Dover Motor Speedway*
Dover Pools
Dover Post Co.
Dowding Resource Group*
Evergreen Post Acute*
Excel Business Technologies
Faw Casson*
First Class Properties
First Command*
First State Webfooters*
First Tee - Delaware
Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital
G. Fedale*
George & Lynch, Inc.*
Harrington Raceway & Casino

Harvest Ridge Winery
High Ground Solutions*
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Delaware
Hilton Garden Inn*
Hodges Accounting & Tax Services
Holy Cross High School
Horty & Horty, PA- Douglas R. Phillips
Hunt Military Communities
i.g. Burton Auto Group
Independent Metal Strap Co., Inc.
Instant Imprints of Delaware
Johnny Janosik, Inc.
Kent County Levy Court
Kent County Tourism Corporation*
Kent-Sussex Industries, Inc.
Kraft Heinz Company
L&W Insurance Agency
Leadership Techniques, LLC
Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC*
Liberty Tax Service
Lighthouse Construction, Inc.
Loblolly Acres
M&T Bank - Dover Main
MABCF LLC dba On Point Therapy Services 
& Wellness
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management - Connell, 
Alexander, Duncan & Associates*
Mountain Consulting Inc.
NKS Distributors, Inc.
PAM Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Dover
Parkview RV Center

Payroll Management Assistance
Pepsi Bottling Ventures of Delmarva*
Pike Creek Mortgage Services, Inc.
POLYTECH Adult Education
Pratt Insurance, Inc
Preston Automotive Group
Price Plumbing LLC, dba MCPHAE TRADE 
SERVICES
Procter & Gamble
R & R Commercial Realty, Inc
Rail Haus
Regulatory Insurance Services, Inc.
Residence Inn by Marriott, Dover*
Shore United Bank*
Skyline Catering LLC
Suds and Company
The Hive on Loockerman
The Malmberg Firm, LLC
The Missing Piece-Food Trailer
The Willis Group, LLC*
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.*
Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf
U.S. Air & Space Force Recruiting*
UNITED Church
Wagamon Technology Group, LLC.
Wattay Accounting
Weiner Benefits Group*
Welcome Wagon
Wilmington University*

July 2024 - June 2025 Program Event & Sponsors
THANK YOU to our

Bold indicates a Cornerstone Member   * indicates multiple sponsorships

Continued from Page 1
MIXER
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CDCC Member List by Business Category

Celebrating the beginning of our fiscal 
year with all our amazing members!

Bold indicates a Cornerstone Member  | * indicates a 5 Star Member

As of June 24, 2025.
55+ Adult Communities 
Westminster Village*
Benchmark Builders
Ingleside Homes Inc.
Luther Towers of Dover
Accountants, CPA’S & Tax Services 
Faw Casson*
Wattay Accounting*
First State CPAs
Hodges Accounting & Tax Services
Horty & Horty, PA- Douglas R. Phillips
Jefferson, Urian, Doane & Sterner, PA
Liberty Tax Service
Luff & Associates, PA
Mitten & Winters, CPA
Sandra S. Gulledge, CPA, PA
Savant Wealth Management
Advertising 
Comcast Advertising
Delaware Indoor Advertising Network, LLC
Agri-business 
Amaysing Wood
Whitecap Cannabis
Aircraft 
Boeing
Alcohol Distributors 
N.K.S. Distributors, Inc.
Antiques 
Skocik’s Discoveries and Collectables
Apartments, Condominiums & 
Townhomes 
Blue Hen LLC dba The Village at Blue Hen
Colonial Investment & Management Co., Inc.
Lake Club Apts - Westover Companies
Sunset Village Apartments
Apparel & Accessories 
Sha Scrubz & Apparel
Appliances & Television Sales & Services 
BH Repairs LLC, dba Dover Vacuums
Architects & Planners 
Becker Morgan Group, Inc.*
StudioJAED
Assisted Living Communities 
Brookdale Dover
Dover Place Senior Living
State Street Assisted Living
Attorneys & Law Firms 
Delaware State Attorney General’s Office
Barros, McNamara, Malkiewicz & Taylor
Benton & Shockley Law
Hudson, Jones, Jaywork & Fisher
Law Offices of Bonnie M. Benson
The Malmberg Firm, LLC
Auction Services & Auctioneers 
Spence’s Bazaar & Flea Market, Inc.
Stephen R. Harrell Auctioneer, LLC
Automobile Dealers & Service 
i.g. Burton & Co., Inc.*
EZ Work Trucks
Hertrich Family of Automobile Dealerships
i.g.Burton Toyota of Dover
Kent County Motor Sales Co.
Preston CDJR of Dover

Willis Chevrolet, Inc.
Automobile Repairs & Body Service 
Meineke Car Care - Smyrna
Pugh’s Service
Bakeries 
La Baguette French Bakery*
Bavarian Bakery & Deli
Crumbl Dover
Insomnia Cookies
Banks & Credit Unions 
Dover Federal Credit Union - Headquarters*
Del-One Federal Credit Union*
FCCB - First Citizens Community Bank*
Artisans’ Bank
Community Powered FCU
Fort Sill National Bank
M&T Bank - Dover Main
PNC Bank
Shore United Bank - Camden
Shore United Bank - Dover
TD Bank - Limestone
WSFS Bank - Camden Branch
Banquet & Meeting Facilities 
St. Andrew’s LC Great Hall and Gathering 
Space
Beverages 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures
Bookkeeping, Payroll & Business 
Services 
Payroll Management Assistance
Brewery 
Mispillion River Brewing
Brick Supplies & Hardscaping Services 
Delaware Brick Co.
Builders-Developers-Management 
Lessard Builders, Inc.*
Caruso Homes, Inc
D.R. Horton
Green Diamond Builders, Inc.
K. Hovnanian Homes of DE, LLC
Lenape Builders, Inc.
Tidemark Construction
Business & Economic Development 
Delaware Department of Labor-Employ-
ment and Training*
Business & Executive Coaching 
Elevations Unlimited*
Tracey Ingram, High Impact Money Coach*
Jonathan L. Parker & Associates, LLC
Business Consulting 
BES Business Solutions LLC
Ever Forward Consulting
Integrated Financial Insights LLC
SCORE Delaware
Business Services 
BBSI
Better Business Bureau Serving DE
Lifestyle Document Management, INC
Pete du Pont Freedom Foundation
U.S. Small Business Administration
Small Business Development Center
ZenBusiness

Camping 
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park at Delaware 
Beaches
Car Wash & Detailing 
Coastal Car Wash
ModWash
Westside Car Wash/Clean Car, Inc
Carpet, Tile & Flooring 
First Class Cleaning Service Inc.
Paul Edwards Carpet
Catering 
Skyline Catering LLC
The Catering Company
Woody’s on Wheels
Cement, Concrete, Sand, Gravel & Stone 
Atlantic Concrete Co., Inc.
Porter’s Sand & Gravel, Inc.
Chambers Of Commerce 
Delaware Black Chamber of Commerce
Delaware State Chamber of Commerce
Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce
Chamber of Commerce for Greater 
Milford, Inc.
Child Development 
Beach Babies Child Care
Scouting America - Del-Mar-Va Council
Chiropractors 
Dover Family Chiropractic
Dover Health Care Center
Pure Wellness
Churches 
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church -Dover
The Salvation Army
Union Baptist Church, Inc
UNITED Church
Wesley United Methodist Church
Cleaning - Industrial & Commercial 
City Wide Facility Solutions Delaware
Mid-Atlantic Facility Services, LLC
Office Pride Commercial Cleaning 
Services of Dover
Priority Pro Wash
Cleaning- Residential 
JAYRO INC
Coffee - Products/Services 
The House of Coffi
Commercial Leasing 
Carroll Properties, LLC
JBA Greentree Properties LLC
KRM Development Corporation
Communication Services 
BSD Enterprises
Heritage Sports Radio Network LLC
Magnum Electronics, Inc.
Community Program 
Delaware Crime Stoppers
Computer Repair & Services 
Bob Johnsons Computer Stuff, Inc
Secure Data Computer Solutions, Inc.
Computer Sales & Training 
SUMURI LLC
Construction 
George & Lynch, Inc.*
Pierce Fence Company, Inc.*

Delaware Contractors Association
Delmarva Buildings
Lighthouse Construction, Inc.
Richard Y. Johnson & Son, Inc.
Spicer Bros. Construction Inc.
Teal Construction, Inc.
Construction Equipment 
Burke Equipment Company 
Construction Management 
Kent County Traffic Control
MNTN Construction
Consultants 
Dawn Curtiss-Independent Pampered 
Chef Consultant
Environmental Alliance Inc.
Goeins Williams Associates Inc.
Ocean Marine Nav Inc.
Robert W. Rescigno, Ed.D,Collaborative 
Consulting,LLC
Contractors-General 
Brooks Machines
Sunnyfield Contractors, Inc.
W.D. Pressley, Inc.
Willow Construction
Yencer Builders, Inc.
Copiers & Copy Services 
Affordable Business Systems, Inc.
Excel Business Technologies
Staples Copy & Print
Counseling 
Clyde W. Floyd*
CCG - Concerted Care Group
Dental Care 
Care First Dental Team - Robert R. Coope, 
DDS
Family Dental Associates
Smyrna Pediatric Dentistry
Dermatology 
Connolly Dermatology
SunWise Family Dermatology & Surgery
Disability Services
Choices for Community Living -  Delaware
KenCrest
Dry Cleaners/Laundry
Capitol Cleaners & Launderers, Inc.
Emerald City Wash World, Inc
Economic Development
Delaware Community Development Corp
Delaware Division of Small Business
Delaware Prosperity Partnership
Downtown Dover Partnership
Kent Economic Partnership
World Trade Center Delaware
Education & Training
Leadership Techniques, LLC*
Complete Defense
Delaware Division of Libraries
Djigui Corporation
First State Educate
First Tee - Delaware
Holy Cross High School
Kidz ink Dover
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Leadership Delaware, Inc.
Mark Group Companies LLC
People’s Platform
POLYTECH Adult Education
Safety Trenz LLC.
Zip Code Wilmington
Educational Services
Delaware AeroSpace Education Foundation
Electricians & Electrical Supplies
ShureLine Electrical*
All American Electric Service LLC
Dover Electric Supply Co., Inc.
Kent Electrical Services
Nickle Electrical Companies
Towles Electric Inc.
Embroidery
Actors Attic Embroidery Division
Emergency Response Provider
Fireside Partners, Inc.
Employee Benefits
Delmarva Benefit Group
Energy Consultant
Affinity Energy Management
Engineering & Construction Management
Century Engineering, LLC, A Kleinfelder 
Company*
Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates
Mountain Consulting Inc.
PAQ Solutions
Entertainment & Recreation
Harrington Raceway & Casino, Inc.*
Dover Motor Speedway*
Cripston LLC
The Delaware State Fair, Inc.
Dover Civic Arena
Dover Skating Center
Flight Club Uncorked
Smyrna Opera House
Top Spin Productions DJ and Photo Booth 
Services
Environmental Services
Miller Environmental Group Inc
Event Planning
Boujee Babes
Esperanza Events & Consulting LLC
Sunnybrae Mansion Farm
The Hive on Loockerman
Farm Equipment
Taylor & Messick, Inc.
Farm Market
Fifer’s Farm Store & Kitchen
Finance Companies
Check ‘n Go
Financial Planning/Investments
B.I.G. Investment Services
First Command*
Garner Group Financial, LLC*
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management - 
Connell, Alexander, Duncan & Associates*
Primerica Financial Services - Erlene George*
Black Diamond Financial Solutions, Inc.
CSG Financial
Edward Jones - Jim Brady
Edward Jones Investments - Christopher 
Smith, CFP®

Financial Growth Partners
Hill Financial Solutions
Key Advisors Group, LLC
Principal
Fire Protection Services
American Fire Protection, LLC

BFPE INTERNATIONAL Fire, Safety & Security
Fitness Centers / Personal Trainers
CNU Fit, LLC*
Club Fitness Dover
Fears Boxing Club and Fitness
Florists
Jen-Mor Florist*
Food Service/Products/Vendors
Passanantes Home Food Service
Pithari
Food Trucks
Kona Ice of Dover
The Missing Piece-Food Trailer
Travelin’ Tom’s Coffee of Dover
Two Bay Twists, LLC
Fuel, Oil  & Gas
Service Energy / Poore’s Propane
Funeral Services
Torbert Funeral Chapels
Trader Funeral Home, Inc.
Furniture
Johnny Janosik, Inc.
Gifts
Delaware Shoppes
Glass & Mirror
GoGlass*
Golf & Country Club
Jonathan’s Landing*
Government
Office of U.S. Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester
Senator Eric Buckson
Representative William Bush
Town of Camden
Representative William J. Carson
Town of Cheswold
Office of U.S. Senator Chris A. Coons
DE Advisory Council on Career and 
Technical Education
Delaware Department of State
Delaware National Guard
Office of the State Treasurer
City of Dover
Delaware Employer Support of the Guard 
& Reserve
Office of the Governor
City of Harrington
Representative Kerri Evelyn Harris
Senator Kyra L. Hoffner
Kent County Levy Court
Kent County Sheriff
Senator David G. Lawson
Lt Governor Kyle Evans Gay
Representative Sean M. Lynn
Office of U.S. Congresswoman Sarah McBride
Representative W. Shannon Morris
Senator W. Charles Paradee
Representative Charles S. Postles, Jr.
Representative Bryan W. Shupe
Town of Smyrna
Representative Jeffrey N. Spiegelman
Representative Jesse R. Vanderwende
Senator David L. Wilson
Representative Lyndon D. Yearick
Graphic Design
Splash! Designworks*
Blue Dogg Design
Gymnastics
Stick It! Gymnastics
Hair & Nail Services
My Salon Suite
Rene’ DeLyn Hair Designs

Health & Diet Food Products - Retail
Key to Life Juice Bar
Health & Wellness
First State Webfooters*
Bureau of Chronic Disease
Caribbean Bush Tea LLC
Christiana Care Heart and Vascular
DelMarVa Acupuncture & Wellness Center
Ice House: Wellness + Community
Milford Wellness Village
Nutrihealth
Health Services
PAM Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Dover
Bayhealth*
Eden Hill Medical Center*
Alternative Solutions
Blood Bank of Delmarva, Inc.
Cardiology Physicians
ClearCaptions
Coastal Medical Center
Delaware Health Information Network
Delaware Hospice, Inc.
Delaware Imaging Network
Delaware Prostate Cancer Coalition
Dover Behavioral Health System
Gracious Heart Nursing Services, LLC
Nephrology Associates, PA
NFN Brain Connections
Silver Lining Home Healthcare
Village Primary Care
Westside Family Healthcare
Hearing Aids
Brandywine Hearing Center featuring 
Beltone
Heating & Air Conditioning
1st in Line Heating & Air LLC
Armstrong HVAC LLC
Atlantic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Barkley Heating & Air, LLC
Schlosser & Associates Mechanical 
Contractors
Home Health Care
Americare Home Solutions*
Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC*
RRW Inc Home Instead Care*
AccentCare
Always Best Care - Delaware
Bayada Hospice
Help at Home
Home Improvements
A-FAB Property Professionals
Coastal Bath Company
Ferris Home Improvements, LLC
Ken Stockslager & Son, Inc.
Precision Garage Door of Delaware
Renewal by Andersen
Homeless Shelter
Central Delaware Housing Collaborative
Dover Interfaith Mission for Housing
Hotels/Motels/Accommodations
Residence Inn by Marriott, Dover*
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort*
Hilton Garden Inn*
Atlantic Sands Hotel & Conference Center
Brighton Suites Hotel
Capital Inn of Dover
Comfort Inn - Rehoboth
Comfort Inn & Suites Dover
Comfort Suites - Dover
Fairfield Inn by Marriott, Dover

Hampton Inn - Dover
Hampton Inn - Milford
Holiday Inn Express
HOME 2 Suites / Axia Management
Eagle Hospitality Group, LLC- MainStay Suites
Sleep Inn and Suites
Springhill Suites by Marriott Frederica
Housing Information
Dover Housing Authority
Visions of Hope HM, Inc.
Human Resource Services
DelMarVa SHRM
Ice Cream
Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf*
Trendy Blendz
Incorporating Service
Corp1, Inc.
Incorporating Services, Ltd.
PARASEC - PARACORP Inc.
Individuals
Judy Diogo*
Janie Libby*
Mishoe*
George Bailey
Sandy Dale
Richard Downes
Emmons
Ray Hall
Dan Mikkelson
Peter A. Oldziey
Ronald B. Outten
MGeneral Frank Vavala
Vendetti
Industrial Maintenance Supplier
Fastenal Fulfillment Center
Information Security
We Know Cyber Inc.
Information Technology
BDK, Inc.
IMPACT Technology Group
Progressive Software Computing Inc - PSCI
Wagamon Technology Group, LLC.
Xpress Computer Systems
Insurance
A to Z Insurance
Alexandra Vazquez State Farm
Avery Hall Insurance Group
Carey Insurance Group
Conner Strong & Buckelew
Delaware Department of Insurance
L&W Insurance Agency
Lindsay Dougherty State Farm Agent
Regulatory Insurance Services, Inc.
Roberts Insurance, Inc.
State Farm
State Farm Insurance - Bennett Ins. 
Agency Inc.
Transamerica Agency Network
Weiner Benefits Group
Insurance - Commercial
Pratt Insurance, Inc.
Commercial Insurance Associates, Inc
Insurance - Health
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Delaware*
Sack Health Benefit Advisors, LLC*
Allen Ins. Assoc Inc. t/a Allen Ins. Group
Wellcare
Interior Decorators & Designers
Decorating Den Interiors-Deanna Kovach 
& Janice Hinzman
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Hampton Inn - Dover
Hampton Inn - Milford
Holiday Inn Express
HOME 2 Suites / Axia Management
Eagle Hospitality Group, LLC- MainStay Suites
Sleep Inn and Suites
Springhill Suites by Marriott Frederica
Housing Information
Dover Housing Authority
Visions of Hope HM, Inc.
Human Resource Services
DelMarVa SHRM
Ice Cream
Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf*
Trendy Blendz
Incorporating Service
Corp1, Inc.
Incorporating Services, Ltd.
PARASEC - PARACORP Inc.
Individuals
Judy Diogo*
Janie Libby*
Mishoe*
George Bailey
Sandy Dale
Richard Downes
Emmons
Ray Hall
Dan Mikkelson
Peter A. Oldziey
Ronald B. Outten
MGeneral Frank Vavala
Vendetti
Industrial Maintenance Supplier
Fastenal Fulfillment Center
Information Security
We Know Cyber Inc.
Information Technology
BDK, Inc.
IMPACT Technology Group
Progressive Software Computing Inc - PSCI
Wagamon Technology Group, LLC.
Xpress Computer Systems
Insurance
A to Z Insurance
Alexandra Vazquez State Farm
Avery Hall Insurance Group
Carey Insurance Group
Conner Strong & Buckelew
Delaware Department of Insurance
L&W Insurance Agency
Lindsay Dougherty State Farm Agent
Regulatory Insurance Services, Inc.
Roberts Insurance, Inc.
State Farm
State Farm Insurance - Bennett Ins. 
Agency Inc.
Transamerica Agency Network
Weiner Benefits Group
Insurance - Commercial
Pratt Insurance, Inc.
Commercial Insurance Associates, Inc
Insurance - Health
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Delaware*
Sack Health Benefit Advisors, LLC*
Allen Ins. Assoc Inc. t/a Allen Ins. Group
Wellcare
Interior Decorators & Designers
Decorating Den Interiors-Deanna Kovach 
& Janice Hinzman

Internet Solutions
Comcast
Telepathy Networks, LLC
Investigative Services
Workman Investigations, LLC
Janitorial Supplies
State Janitorial Supply Co.
Jewelry
Sayers Jewelers & Gemologists Inc.*
Jeweler’s Loupe
Knights Fine Jewelry Ltd.
Tanzy - Jewelry & Accessories Boutique
Kitchen & Bath
Stone Nation, Inc.*
Land Surveyors
MRZ Solutions, LLC.
Landscaping
G’s Down Too Earth Landscaping
Homestead Gardens
Josh’s Lawn Care LLC
Todd’s Lawn Care Service
Law Firms
Wolfe & Associates
Legal Services
EB5 Investors
Law Office of Karen Y. Vicks, LLC
Libraries
Dover Public Library
Friends of the Duck Creek Regional Library
Lobbyists
C.S. Kidner Associates/Capitol Strategies*
The Willis Group, LLC*
Fitzgerald Consulting, Inc.
Lottery
Delaware State Lottery
Mailing Services- Domestic/International
Mail Movers
The UPS Store - Smyrna
USA Fulfillment
Manufactured Housing & Development
First State Manufactured Housing Assoc.
Manufacturers
ally Nutra LLC
Barrette Outdoor Living
Independent Metal Strap Co., Inc.
Mohawk Electrical Systems, Inc.
Manufacturers and Processors
Kraft Heinz Company*
Edgewell Personal Care
HandyTube
Procter & Gamble
Marketing
High Ground Solutions*
Hook PR & Marketing*
IMD4*
AHDTV Network
Aloysius Butler & Clark
Welcome Wagon
Massage Therapist
The Divine Zone LLC*
Symmetry Massage and Bodywork
Medical
A Peaceful Place Integrated Care
Innovative Renal Care - American Kidney 
Care of Dover
Clearway Pain Solutions
Eye Specialists of Delaware
Eye Specialists of Delaware - Milford
The Center at Eden Hill

Medical Facility
Mammogram Now
Medical Supplies
TidalHealth Lifeline
MediSpa
Bella MediSpa
Remedy Restore Aesthetics, LLC
Mental Health Services
A Center for Mental Wellness, Inc.
NorthNode Group Counseling
Psych Alchemy
Military Housing
Dover Family Housing ~ Hunt Military 
Communities
Military Services
512th Airlift Wing
Air and Space Forces Association Galaxy 
Chapter
Dover Air Force Base
U.S. Air & Space Force Recruiting
US ARMY Dover Recruiting Center
Monuments & Mausoleums
William V. Sipple & Son, Inc.
Mortgage Companies
Pike Creek Mortgage Services, Inc.*
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
Mortgage Loans - Commercial & Residential
Lower, LLC
Miller Mortgage Group at AnnieMac 
Home Mortgage
Moving & Storage
SSW Moving & Junk Removal
Two Men And A Truck
Museums
Air Mobility Command Museum Foundation
Biggs Museum of American Art
Delaware Agricultural Museum and Village
Delaware State Police Museum
Musicians
Delaware Choral Society
Joe Baione Music
Networking
Master Networks
New Home Builders / Construction
C & M Custom Homes
Newspapers & Magazines
Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA / 
Daily State News*
APG Media of Chesapeake (Adams Publi-
cations Group)
Delaware Today Magazine
Dover Post Co.
Kent County Women’s Journal
Morning Star Publications / The Business 
Report
Southern Delaware Explorer Magazine
The Open Door

Non-Profit Organization
Central DE Habitat for Humanity*
Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition, Inc.*
United Way of Delaware*
AARP Delaware
Alzheimer’s Association - Delaware Valley 
Chapter
American Legion Post 14 & Station 64
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Delaware
Smyrna-Clayton Boys & Girls Clubs
Greater Dover Boys & Girls Clubs
Camden Wyoming Rotary Club
Cancer Support Community Delaware

CenDel Foundation
Colonial Rotary Club of Dover
Correctional Officers Assoc. of Delaware
Delaware Alliance for Nonprofit Advancement
DE TURF Sports Complex
Delaware Assoc. for the Education of 
Young Children
Delaware Community Foundation
Delaware Farm Bureau
Delaware Standardbred Owners Associa-
tion, Inc.
Dover / Kent County MPO
Dover Capital City Rotary
Easterseals DE & MD’s Eastern Shore
Energize Delaware
First State Community Action Agency
Food Bank of Delaware
Home Builders Association of Delaware
Independent Resources, Inc.
Kent County Republican Committee
Kent Sussex Leadership Alliance
Kent-Sussex Industries, Inc.
Meals On Wheels Delaware
NeighborGood Partners, Inc.
NEW DAY Pregnancy Care Center
People’s Place
Pressley Ridge
Read Aloud Delaware
Rodel
Ronald McDonald House of Delaware
The Art Society at Loblolly Acres
True Access Capital
USO Delaware
Wilmington Hope Commission
YMCA Dover
Nursing Care
Bay Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
Center
Cadia Capitol
Evergreen Post Acute
Optometrists & Optical Products
Simon Eye
Organizations
Delaware Motor Transport Assn., Inc.
Jobs for Delaware Graduates
Painting
CertaPro Painters of Delaware
Pinnacle Concrete Coatings, LLC
Snow’s Painting Service, LLC
Pediatric Care
Growing Bones Pediatrics + Neuromuscular 
Orthopaedic Inc
Pest/Termite Control Services
Diamond State Pest Control, LLC*
JEM Pest Solutions Inc.
Mosquito Shield of Southern Delaware
Pets- Services & Supplies
Beaverdam Pet Food, Inc.
Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital
Jax n Daisy, Inc.
Photographers
C.M. Baker Photography
Physicians & Surgeons
Bright Future Pediatrics
Coral Health
Dedicated to Women
Plumbers & Plumbing Supplies
JDM No. 1 Plumbing, LLC
Price Plumbing LLC, dba MCPHAE TRADE 
SERVICES

Podcast
The Creative Side of Things Show
Pole Building
Diamond State Pole Buildings
Promotional Products & Services
Always Advertising, Inc.*
Instant Imprints of Delaware*
American Solutions for Business
Karen Horton - Business Name TBD
Radio Stations
Delaware Public Media
Forever Media Inc.
IHeartMedia
Real Estate
R & R Commercial Realty, Inc
Dowding Resource Group*
First Class Properties*
Burns & Ellis Realtors
Delaware Association of REALTORS®

Harrington Realty, Inc.
Keller Williams Realty Central Delaware
Kent County Association of REALTORS®

Kristen Hartz Realty
Leander Lakes, LLC
Liza Orlando, Realtor - Keller Williams Realty
Loft Realty
McGinnis Commercial Real Estate Co.
NextHome Preferred
Patterson Schwartz
Remax Horizons
The Eduruke Group
The Moving Experience
Ward & Taylor, LLC
Real Estate Commercial & Residential
Bryan Realty Group
Curry Pizza House Dover
The Emory Hill Companies
Recreational Vehicle Dealers
Parkview RV Center
Recycling
Delaware Solid Waste Authority
Rental Equipment
Collective Event Group
Diamond State Party Rental
Rentals & Storage
King Self Storage
Restaurants
Auntie Anne’s Soft Pretzels
Baby’s Brunch
Bangkok Thai Cuisine Corp
Benvenuto, LLC
Capriotti’s of Dover, Inc.
Chaiyo Sushi & Thai Cuisines
Chaiyo Sushi & Thai Cuisines - Camden
Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen
Clean Eatz of Dover
Cool Springs Fish Bar & Restaurant
Grey Fox Grille
Grotto Pizza - Dover
JP’s Wharf LTD
Le Boulevard Bar & Grill
LongHorn Steakhouse
McDonald’s
Mike & Mel’s Family Restaurant
Mission BBQ
Rail Haus
Restaurant 55 / DDEGE Investments, LLC
Roma Italian Restaurant
Attento, LLC dba Royal Prime
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CDCC Celebrates New Member Club Fitness for Their 21st Anniversary
Sambo’s Tavern
Select Pizza and Grill
Select Pizza and Grill  Smyrna
Texas Roadhouse
The Brick-Wood Fired Eats
Tomeka’s Homestyle Eatery
Tropical Smoothie Cafe Camden DE
Veronica’s Pizzeria
Village & Venue
Vincenzo’s Italian Restaurant & Gelato
Retail
Celestial Shoes*
Scentsy*
Special Touch Card Creations*
Agape Body Piercings
Byler’s Store, Inc.
Chicka and Co
Chick’s Saddlery
Dover Army Navy Store, Inc.
Dover Pools
Henlopen Candle Works
Knife Guy Josh LLC DBA Cutco Knives
Maxed Out Vape
OEO Energy Solutions
Rely Tool Supply, LLC
Sam’s Club
Suds and Company
Walmart DC 7034
Retirement & Elder Care Communities
CompleteCare @ Silver Lake
Roofing
G. Fedale - Lewes*
G. Fedale - Wilmington*
Bright Side Roofing*
Biddle’s Home Solutions LLC
Instant Roofer
Miller’s Roofing & Coatings, LLC

Schools, Colleges & Education
Delaware State University*
Delaware Technical Community College - 
Terry Campus*
Academy of Dover Charter School
Caesar Rodney School District
Capital School District
First State Military Academy (FSMA)
POLYTECH School District
Positive Outcomes Charter School
Smyrna School District
The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, Inc.
University of Delaware
Wilmington University
Security Systems
Advantech Incorporated
Senior Centers
Harvest Years Senior Center
Modern Maturity Center, Inc.
Senior Services
Delaware Senior Medicare Patrol
Harmony at Kent
PACE Your LIFE
WeCare Services
Shoes
Red Wing Shoes
Signs
Kent Sign Co.
Staffing & Recruiting
Express Employment Professionals
PLACERS / PLACERS Professional
State Agencies
Delaware Dept of Labor Div of Vocational 
Rehabilitation
Delaware Division for the Visually Impaired
Delaware DNREC
Delaware Health and Social Services
Delaware Office of Management and Budget

Delaware River & Bay Authority
Delaware State Housing Authority
Sunrooms
Quality Builders Inc.
Surety Bond Broker
The Bond Agency
Taxi / Limousine Service
Executive Transportation Inc.
Telecommunication Services
T-Mobile - Camden
Television Stations
WBOC & FOX21
Therapeutic Services
Beyond Speech Therapy, LLC
Central Delaware Speech Language Pathology
On Point Therapy Services & Wellness
Tourism
Kent County Tourism Corporation
Towing
McKinney’s Towing & Road Service
Transportation
Delaware Transit Corp/DART First State*
ASAP LOGISTICS
Avelo Airlines
Dawson Bus Service, Inc.
Delaware Department of Transportation
GOGO Charters - Dover
Koski Enterprises Inc.
Trash Removal Service
Casella Waste Systems
Travel Agencies
Blissful Blythe Travels
Epic Worldwide Travels LLC
Uniforms
A & H Uniforms
Capitol Uniform & Linen Service

Utilities
Chesapeake Utilities Corp.*
Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation 
- DEMEC*
Artesian Water Company, Inc.
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Delmarva Power
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.
Utility Trailers
Delwood Trailer Sales, Inc.
Veterans Services
Friends of Delaware Veterans Inc.
Service Source
Video Production
PJVideoFilm.com
Xhibit Reality
Water, Mold, Fire Restoration
DiBiaso’s Cleaning & Restoration Services Inc.*
All Restored Inc.
BELFOR USA Group Inc.
Healthy Home Solutions
SERVPRO of Dover/Middletown
Waterproofing Services
Basement Waterproofing Specialists
Web Design, Internet Consulting
myInstant Team*
Delmarva Digital
Rooah! LLC
Weddings
King Cole Farm
Pizzadili’s Winery
Window Treatments
Accurate Tint And Graphics
BILL’s Blinds & Shades Consulting
Castle The Window People
Winery
Harvest Ridge Winery

Save the Date: August Mixer & Member 2 Member Expo
There is so much to do during 

the summer months in Central 
Delaware, and the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
knows you’re busy soaking up the 
sun and spending time with your 
family and friends, all while still 
working and running your business. 
However, we want to put a special 
networking event on your schedule 
before your calendar is booked full. 
Save the date now for Wednesday, 
August 27th, 4 – 7 p.m. for the 
CDCC’s Sunset Business Mixer 
AND Member 2 Member Expo 
(M2M)! This 2-in-1 event will take 
place at the new Discovery Center 
at DASEF – Delaware Aerospace 
Education Foundation, 60 ITEC 
Loop, Smyrna. 

The Member 2 Member Expo 
is your opportunity to showcase 
your impressive goods and services 

to your fellow CDCC members, 
potential members, and friends, 
build community, gain new leads 
and wow new customers. Since this 
is a combo event with the Sunset 
Business Mixer, please be sure to 
bring your business cards for net-
working and door prize entries, cash 
for the 50/50 raffle, and a friendly 
face ready to expand your business 
relationships. 

Then, if all the networking and 
business building opportunities 

aren’t enough, the August Business 
Mixer will be hosted in an out-of-this-
world venue – the new Discovery 
Center at DASEF. Don’t forget to 
set aside some time at the Mixer to 
explore the Discovery Center and 
make plans for a more in-depth visit 
in the future.

If you are interested in signing up 
for a table-top display at the August 
Sunset Business Mixer & Member 2 
Member Expo, seize this opportunity 
now while spaces are still readily 

available. Reserve your table at 
the low rate of $125, by calling the 
CDCC at (302) 734-7513. For more 
info visit www.cdcc.net/events. We 
can’t wait to see you on August 27th, 
from 4 – 7 p.m. at the Discovery 
Center at DASEF in Smyrna.
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New Member Spotlights

Ribbon Cutting
CDCC Celebrates New Member Club Fitness for Their 21st Anniversary

DOVER, DE – The Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
hosted a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 11th to celebrate the 
21st anniversary of their new member 
Club Fitness located in Dover at 650 
S. Bay Road. Chamber members, local 
dignitaries and friends joined Club 
Fitness Assistant General Manager, 
Cory Lawson, and his team of trainers 
for the ceremonial ribbon cutting.

Leading up to this ribbon cutting, 
the Club Fitness staff and management 
spent numerous hours modernizing 
their facility with fresh paint through-
out, remodeling locker rooms, install-
ing a new sauna and redesigning the 
gym layout. New equipment is soon-
to-arrive, too. The ribbon-cutting event 
included the opportunity for guests 
to see firsthand the recent remodel/
refresh, in addition to learning more 
about the programs and services they 
offer.

For this event, Club Fitness 
partnered with two CDCC business 
members to support the health and 
fitness message. The Clean Eatz 
healthy lifestyle café was offering food 
samples, branded giveaways, and 
discount coupons. Key to Life Juices 
Bar in downtown Dover was also 
on hand with samples of their cold-
pressed juices. 

“We think it’s important to partner 
with other businesses in the market 
to help everyone be successful,” Cory 
explained, “We want our gym to be a 
pillar of the Dover community and to 
continue to grow relationships with 
the local people and businesses.”

Their 24-hour, 40,000 sq ft. fitness 
facility in the Bay Court Plaza offers a 
Kids Club, group fitness, saunas, func-
tional training room, boxing studio, 
heavy weight-lifting equipment and 
a senior room. Their memberships 
include discounted rates for EMT/law 
enforcement/military/seniors/silver 
sneakers/ and CDCC Members. 

The mission of Club Fitness is 
to provide a “fitness for all” facility 
providing a stellar gym experience at 
an affordable rate for everyone, from 
bodybuilders to seniors. In addition, 
they have a goal to connect with the 
other CDCC health and fitness-related 
business members so they can build 

more relationships and business col-
laborations.

Anyone interested in learning more 
about Club Fitness and the services 
they offer can visit them online at 

www.clubfitnessdover.com and on 
both Instagram and Facebook.

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
the success of their new member, 
Club Fitness.

Welcome Pithari Mediterranean Cuisine!
The Central Delaware Chamber 

of Commerce (CDCC) is pleased 
to welcome Pithari, LLC, as a new 
Chamber member! 

Pithari is a fine dining restaurant 
offering Mediterranean cuisine for 
lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. They 
are located at 1 West Main Street, Mid-
dletown. At Pithari, they offer a dining 
experience like no other; you will be 
introduced to a re-imagined Mediterra-
nean cuisine, combined with a modern, 
but cultural and authentic atmosphere. 
The staff is welcoming, and the service 
is impeccable. The ambience at Pithari 
is outstanding, making every meal a 
very special dining experience. 

The goal at Pithari is to introduce 
customers to a mixture of old-world 
spices, high quality fresh ingredients 
and a modern twist of a century old 
cuisine with unique flavors and aromas. 
In addition, they want to connect people 
around the same table.

Owner Dimitrios Tangalidis is from 
Greece and has been in the restaurant 
business for more than 30 years. He 
also owns the Select Pizza and Grill 
restaurants in Middletown, Dover 
and Smyrna. Dimitri enjoys serving 
customers quality, well-prepared foods 
and drinks. He firmly believes that 
Pithari represents preservation, not 
only of food and ingredients, but the 
culture itself. 

In addition to the restaurant, Pithari 
offers private event space. Their exclu-
sives packages are perfect for any cel-
ebration including birthdays, wedding 
showers, corporate meetings, rehearsal 
dinners and other special occasions. 
Their attentive service will ensure your 
events are memorable.

When asked what motived PIthair, 
LLC to join the CDCC, Dimitri explains, 
“We want to expand 

our reach, so we are known through-
out Delaware, not just in the Middle-
town-Odessa-Townsend area. Plus, 
we want to help the community and 
become an integral part of the area.” 

To find out more about Pithari, 
view their menus, and contact them 
for reservations or private event 
books, please visit them online at 
www.pitharimc.com. 

Please join the CDCC in welcoming 
Pithari Mediterranean Cuisine as a 
new Chamber member!

Utilities
Chesapeake Utilities Corp.*
Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation 
- DEMEC*
Artesian Water Company, Inc.
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Delmarva Power
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.
Utility Trailers
Delwood Trailer Sales, Inc.
Veterans Services
Friends of Delaware Veterans Inc.
Service Source
Video Production
PJVideoFilm.com
Xhibit Reality
Water, Mold, Fire Restoration
DiBiaso’s Cleaning & Restoration Services Inc.*
All Restored Inc.
BELFOR USA Group Inc.
Healthy Home Solutions
SERVPRO of Dover/Middletown
Waterproofing Services
Basement Waterproofing Specialists
Web Design, Internet Consulting
myInstant Team*
Delmarva Digital
Rooah! LLC
Weddings
King Cole Farm
Pizzadili’s Winery
Window Treatments
Accurate Tint And Graphics
BILL’s Blinds & Shades Consulting
Castle The Window People
Winery
Harvest Ridge Winery

available. Reserve your table at 
the low rate of $125, by calling the 
CDCC at (302) 734-7513. For more 
info visit www.cdcc.net/events. We 
can’t wait to see you on August 27th, 
from 4 – 7 p.m. at the Discovery 
Center at DASEF in Smyrna.
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Introducing A-FAB Property Professionals!
New Member Spotlights

The Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) is pleased to put 
out the welcome mat for new member, 
A-FAB Property Professionals.

A-FAB Property Professionals offers a 
wide range of services, including estate 
cleanouts, home organization, and home 
redesigns (from single rooms to entire 
houses). Additionally, they provide expert 
real estate staging, renovations, and the 
creation of custom accessory structures. 
Their mission is to transform spaces and 
simplify lives, creating environments that 
are both functional and beautiful.  

Their business is unique because they 
understand homes aren’t just structures, 
they’re filled with memories, meaning, 
and sometimes, hard decisions. Their 
approach combines practical solutions 
with emotional intelligence. They’re not 
just here to clean, stage, or build, they’re 
here to support their clients in moving 
forward.  

Although they were both born outside 
of Delaware, A-FAB Property Profession-
als owners John and Melissa Cornwell 
have lived in Delaware for more than 
two decades and have always considered 
Central Delaware home. 

John and Melissa share a love for all 
things mechanical — especially cars and 

motorcycles. They also enjoy traveling, 
hunting for treasures at flea markets and 
antique shops, and spending time with 
their two dogs, Gracie (a Carolina Dog) 
and Annabell (a Parsons Terrier). Their 
15-month-old granddaughter keeps them 
on their toes and brings much joy to 
their lives.

When John’s company began down-
sizing several years ago, they took a leap 
of faith and started A to Z Cycles, Inc., a 
Harley parts and service business that 
grew from their garage into a full-service 
shop. After nearly 15 years, they decided 
to shift gears and follow a new passion.

In 2023, they launched A-FAB 
Properties, LLC, buying and renovating 
homes for resale. That quickly evolved 
into something deeper. In 2024, they 

rebranded as A-FAB Property Profes-
sionals to reflect their mission: helping 
people through life’s transitions with 
estate dissolution, home redesign, and 
property solutions. They loved being 
active in the community through A to 
Z Cycles and are excited to continue 
giving back through their new business.

The Cornwells were proud members 
of the Chamber during their time with 
A to Z Cycles and always appreciated 
the encouragement and support they 
received from the Chamber community. 

With A-FAB Property Profession-
als, that connection feels even more 
essential to them. Melissa explains, 
“We believe being part of the Chamber 
isn’t just about networking — it’s 
about building relationships, gaining 
knowledge, and growing through shared 
experience. The wealth of resources, 
educational opportunities, and unwaver-
ing support from the Chamber staff truly 
sets it apart,” she goes on to say, “We’re 
excited to be engaged again and look 
forward to being an active part of this 
vibrant business community.”

To find out more about A-FAB 
Property Professionals, please visit 
them online at www.afabproperty-
professionals.com or contact them at 

302-484-0436 or contactus@afab-
propertyprofessionals.com. You can 
also find them on both Facebook and 
Instagram.

Please join the CDCC in welcoming 
A-FAB Property Professionals as a 
new Chamber member!

Say “Hello and Welcome” to NutriHealth!
The Central Delaware Chamber 

of Commerce (CDCC) is pleased to 
welcome NutriHealth as a new member 
of the Chamber.

NutriHealth is a medical weight 
loss clinic that offers personalized, 
physician-guided care. They combine 
evidence-based treatments with support 
from experienced professionals to 
help patients reach and maintain their 
healthiest weight. Their comprehensive 
approach addresses the root causes of 
weight gain, not just the symptoms, and 
they accept all major insurance plans 
to make effective care accessible and 
affordable for everyone.

Their services include:
•  Custom weight loss programs 

tailored to your unique body composi-
tion, needs, and goals

•  GLP-1 Medications 
•  Nutrition counseling from their 

team of Registered Dietitians and Nutri-
tionists 

•  Comprehensive body scans to see 
your muscle, fat, and body composition 
to accurately track progress

•  Discounted gym memberships for 
as low as $1/month

•  Insurance-covered visits, including 
Medicare, Medicaid, and BCBS

What sets NutriHealth apart is 
their commitment to long-term weight 
management and true lifestyle change, 
not just short-term results. While 
many other companies focus solely on 
prescribing weight loss medications, 
they take a comprehensive approach 
that includes medical care, behavioral 
support, nutrition counseling, and sus-
tainable habit change. Most importantly, 
their staff are more than providers; 
they’re your biggest cheerleaders. 

NutriHealth was founded in March 
2020 in Georgetown, Delaware, with 
a clear mission: to provide a more sus-
tainable, supportive approach to weight 
loss. They now serve communities 
throughout Delaware, and they’ve loved 

watching their impact grow over the 
past few years.

They joined the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce because they 
believe in building strong relationships 
with the local community. Helena 
Helou, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator for NutriHealth explains, 
“The Chamber gives us a chance to 
connect with other passionate business 
owners, support community initia-
tives, and spread awareness about the 
resources we offer. We’re especially 
excited to be part of events that allow 
us to meet people face-to-face, share 

our story, and offer helpful tools for 
those looking to prioritize their health.” 
Helena goes on to say, “Being involved 
with the Chamber has already opened 
so many doors, and we’re just getting 
started!”

You can learn more about Nu-
triHealth by visiting www.nutri-
healthmd.com or following them on 
Facebook or Instagram. To schedule 
an appointment, call 302-400-9999 or 
visit their website to book online.

Please join the CDCC in welcoming 
NutriHealth as a new Chamber 
member!

Young Professional of the 
Year – Codi Lyn Canasa, 

Agapé Body Piercings
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Introducing A-FAB Property Professionals!

Say “Hello and Welcome” to NutriHealth!

our story, and offer helpful tools for 
those looking to prioritize their health.” 
Helena goes on to say, “Being involved 
with the Chamber has already opened 
so many doors, and we’re just getting 
started!”

You can learn more about Nu-
triHealth by visiting www.nutri-
healthmd.com or following them on 
Facebook or Instagram. To schedule 
an appointment, call 302-400-9999 or 
visit their website to book online.

Please join the CDCC in welcoming 
NutriHealth as a new Chamber 
member!

Continued from Page 1
AWARDS

Young Professional of the 
Year – Codi Lyn Canasa, 

Agapé Body Piercings

Small Business of the Year – 
Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital Impact 

Project

Large Employer of the Year – Century Engineering – A 
Kleinfelder Company

Partnership of the Year – 
Bayhealth

every step of the way, and we couldn’t be 
more grateful. We were especially excited 
to unveil our new vision for the next two 
years, “The CDCC is your opportunity 
hub!” We think it’s the perfect descrip-
tion of the value the Chamber offers our 
membership…a one-stop-shop for the 
resources your business needs to be suc-
cessful. Thank you for allowing us to be a 
small part of your business journey here 
in Central Delaware.

We were also excited to welcome new 
Board Members Jay Davis, Smyrna School 
District; Kyle Benoit, Bayhealth; Arlene 
Benton, Benton & Shockley Law, P.A.; 
Lauren Irby, Delaware Electric Cooper-
ative; Paul Morris, Delaware Technical 
Community College; and Angela Tibbitt, 
Faw Casson. The CDCC also took a 
moment to recognize the Board Members 
who are retiring at the end of this fiscal 
year: Kim Adams, Evans Armantrading 

Jr., Rick Mohnk, Brian Stetina and Lincoln 
Willis. We are grateful to all our Board 
Members for their service to the CDCC 
and our membership.

From sponsors, volunteers, business 
partners, to ambassadors, the CDCC could 
not have completed a busy year without 
each and everyone’s help. The CDCC 
staff works hard to produce successful 
events, provide interesting programs, and 
be present in the community, and it is so 
gratifying to see our members bring our 
events, especially this one, to life. This 
celebration was for YOU – our members, 
the community! This was to express our 
gratitude for all your hard work and dedica-
tion to us, the CDCC and the community. 
We were elated to again roll out the red 
carpet, call the “paparazzi,” and enjoy a 
glamourous evening with all of you! 

The CDCC would like to give a special 
thank you to our Signature Sponsor, 
Merrill Lynch – Connell, Alexander, 
Duncan & Associates for their generous 
support in making this year’s Awards 

for Excellence Celebration a success! 
Thank you to Chairman’s Circle sponsor 
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort, Wine 
Sponsor Faw Casson, Patron sponsors 
Delaware Division of Small Business and 
L&W Insurance, Donor sponsors Allen 
Insurance and Bayhealth, and Contribu-
tors Hilton Garden Inn, Lean On Me Care-
giving and POLYTECH Adult Education. 

Thank you to the event’s Platinum 
Sponsors from B.I.G. Investment Services, 
Century Engineering – A Kleinfelder 
Company, Chesapeake Utilities, Daily 
State News, Dover Federal Credit Union, 
G. Fedale, Harrington Raceway & Casino, 
Kraft Heinz, PAM Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Dover, Pratt Insurance, R&R Commer-
cial Realty and Residence Inn. The CDCC 
and the Central Delaware community 
thank all these great local businesses for 
their continued support and generosity! 
      The CDCC would also like to thank 
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort for hosting 
the evening in their spectacular Rollins 
Center, Royale Prime for the delicious 

dinner, Joe Baione Vibraphone Expe-
rience for the perfect musical accom-
paniment for the evening, Top Spin 
Productions for their fun-filled photo-
booth, and finally to our “paparazzi” 
Heather Contant from Delaware 
Municipal Electric Cooperation and 
Logan Anderson from the Daily State 
News for adding an additional touch of 
glamour to the evening. 
      Thank you to everyone in at-
tendance at the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce’s 2025 Awards 
for Excellence Celebration. Thank you 
to everyone for the important role you 
represent for the CDCC and making 
this another great year. Thank you for 
supporting your local community and 
Chamber throughout the year. Every 
ending welcomes a new beginning 
and the CDCC is so excited to begin 
a new fiscal year with our cherished 
community – we couldn’t do it without 
YOU! We are proud to be “your oppor-
tunity hub!”

Please join the CDCC in congratulating our 2025 Awards for Excellence 
Celebration winners!
Young Professional of the Year – Codi Lyn Canasa, Agapé Body Piercings
Small Business of the Year – Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital
Large Employer of the Year – Century Engineering – A Kleinfelder Company

Additional awards were presented to these excellent businesses and 
individuals: 
Partnership of the Year – Bayhealth
Volunteer of the Year – Barbara Steele, Kent County Women’s Journal
Board Member of the Year – Tim Bayes, Century Engineering – A 
Kleinfelder Company
Ambassador of the Year – Erlene George, Primerica LCD Best in Class – 
Class of 2023
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Volunteer of the Year – 
Barbara Steele, Kent County Women’s Journal

LCD Best in Class – Class of 2023

Board Member of the Year – Tim Bayes, 
Century Engineering – A Kleinfelder Company

Ambassador of the Year – 
Erlene George, Primerica
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Ambassador’s Corner

My name is Tenish Gregory, and 
I’m the Director of Operations at 
the CenDel Foundation, where 
I’ve been proud to serve since 
2013. In my role, I oversee the 
daily operations of the Foundation, 
help individuals and organizations 
realize their philanthropic goals and 
make meaningful impacts in their 
communities through charitable 

giving. 
In addition to my work at CenDel, 

I’m actively involved in various 
leadership and community initiatives. 
I had the honor of being selected 
for the CDCC Leadership Central 
Delaware Class of 2023, which 
was an incredible experience that 
deepened my connection to the 
community. I live in Dover with my 
daughter, Erykah.

My engagement with the CDCC 
began when I first attended one of the 
networking events. I was immediately 
impressed by the strong sense of 
community and the organization’s 
commitment to supporting local 

businesses and nonprofits. As a 
member of the LCD Class of 2023, 
I gained a deeper appreciation for 
how much the CDCC does behind 
the scenes to promote growth and 
collaboration—and I knew I wanted to 
be a part of that.

Serving as an ambassador 
is important to me because I 
value being a connector, building 
relationships, and sharing resources. 
I enjoy engaging with others and look 
forward to supporting new members 
so they, too, can experience the value 
and benefits of being involved with 
the CDCC.

Tenish Gregory

Member of the Month

Tell us about your business/organization.  
Kent County Tourism, DBA Visit Central 

Delaware is the official destination marketing 
organization for Kent County and its jurisdic-
tions. Our mission is to generate incremental 
economic impact for the county through the 
attraction of visitors, especially overnight visi-
tors. We are a nonprofit organization, and we 
promote all our community partners (hotels, 
attractions, museums, restaurants, etc.) at no 
cost to them.. 

Tell us about your role in the business/
organization.

My role as the Marketing & Communica-
tions Manager is to handle all our marketing 
efforts which includes but is not limited to 
email marketing, social media marketing, 
digital advertising, print publications, graphic 
design and more. I also handle our public re-
lations efforts, such as press releases, podcast 
appearances, interviews, creating relation-
ships with local press, and more. I am also a 
Secretary on the Board for the organization 
MATPRA (Mid-Atlantic Tourism and Public 
Relations Alliance), where I promote Cen-
tral Delaware through networking, attending 
events and conferences, and a Media Mar-
ketplace event which takes place once a year, 
where I pitch Central Delaware as a vacation 
destination to journalists, bloggers, and con-

tent creators from all over the Mid-Atlantic. We 
are a very small team of 3 full-time and 1 part-
time staff, so my scope of work can include 
anything that my team needs.  

Tell us something that makes your business/
organization unique.  

What makes Kent County Tourism unique 
is that we will work with anyone and everyone 
we can! We truly believe in the quote, “A rising 
tide lifts all boats.”, and we operate as such. 
Although our main goal is to promote overnight 
visitation, we are very involved in the commu-
nity as an organization and will often promote 
events and activities that are not so visitor 
focused and support local events and festivals 
via sponsorships or other means. We are a com-
pletely free resource for our community part-
ners, so if there’s anything at all we can assist 
with, like maybe creating a flyer for your event, 
answering questions about creating social me-
dia campaigns through Meta, or even editing an 
Instagram Reel, we’re here to help, all you have 
to do is ask!

What do you see for the future of your busi-
ness/organization?

I’d love to see a future where we are able to 
help source and deliver even more events and 
festivals, especially music festivals to Central 
Delaware, and where we would have a more 
active role in supporting new attractions and 
experiences coming to the area.

How has the Chamber helped your busi-
ness/organization grow? 

The Chamber has helped us grow by offer-
ing us so many opportunities to network with 
other like-minded professionals and business-
es who we can help promote, plus learn of new 
businesses in the area. I also am a Leadership 
Central Delaware graduate, class of 2024, and 
it was such an amazing experience for me to 
grow both individually and professionally.  

What is your best advice to other business-
es/organizations?  

I think we have such a unique advantage be-
ing in a small state like Delaware, and my best 
advice to other organizations is to network, 
network, network! There is always going to 
be someone who has been through the same 
hardships, had the same questions, or knows 
the right person to talk to and help you. We 
have a really kindhearted community here and 
there is always someone willing to help, you 
just have to put yourself out there and ask!

NAME: Catherine Jenkins
TITLE: Marketing & Communications Manager
BUSINESS: Kent County Tourism, Visit Central Delaware
ADDRESS: 435 N. DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901

HOURS: Monday – Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm
PHONE: (302) 734-4888
WEBSITE: www.VisitCentralDelaware.com
EMAIL: cjenkins@visitcentraldelaware.com
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Amaysing Wood Andrew 
Mays

2039 Everetts 
Corner Rd Hartly DE 19953 302-505-4308

Bureau of Chronic 
Disease

Shebra 
Hall

Thomas Collins 
Building, Suite 10 
540 S. Dupont Hwy

Dover DE 19901 302-744-1020

Complete Defense Patrick 
Smith

8416 N Old State 
Road Lincoln DE 19960 302-390-0432

Key to Life Juice 
Bar

Terez 
Trott

136 W Loockerman 
Street

Dover DE 19904 302-670-8813

Kristen Hartz 
Realty

Kristen 
Hartz Magnolia DE 19962 302-393-5353

Safety Trenz LLC. Michael 
Perkins

8 The Green, 
suite B

Dover DE 19901 302-237-4304

Harrington Realty, Inc. 49

Johnny Janosik, Inc. 29

Dover Place Senior Living 23

RRW Inc Home Instead Care 22

TD Bank - Limestone 21

GoGlass 19

Jeweler's Loupe 17

BFPE INTERNATIONAL Fire, Safety & 
Security

16

Black Diamond Financial Solutions, Inc. 15

K. Hovnanian Homes of DE, LLC 15

Service Energy / Poore's Propane 15

Pizzadili's Winery 14

Cheddar's Scratch Kitchen 12

Goeins Williams Associates Inc. 12

Boeing 11

D.R. Horton 8

Eye Specialists of Delaware 7

LongHorn Steakhouse 7

Cancer Support Community Delaware 6

Janie Libby 6

DiBiaso's Cleaning & Restoration Services 
Inc.

5

G's Down Too Earth Landscaping 5

JP's Wharf LTD 5

Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC 5

Woody's on Wheels 5

King Cole Farm 4

BES Business Solutions LLC 2

BELFOR USA Group Inc. 1

Beyond Speech Therapy, LLC 1

BH Repairs LLC, dba Dover Vacuums 1

Clyde W. Floyd 1

Crumbl Dover 1

Delaware Health and Social Services 1

Edward Jones - Jim Brady 1

Ever Forward Consulting 1

First Tee - Delaware 1

Henlopen Candle Works 1

Lindsay Dougherty State Farm Agent 1

Master Networks 1

Sha Scrubz & Apparel 1

The Hive on Loockerman 1

RENEWALS FOR MARCH 2025 - THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWAL!

Coffee  
On Us! 

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 
Tre Sorelle Dolce  
The Central Delaware Chamber of  

Commerce would love to connect you with 
something delicious! The photograph on our front 

pageheader changes each month, depicting pictur-
esque and unique locations right here in Central 
Delaware. These photos are the subject of our 

monthly “Coffee On Us” contest. 
If you recognize the location of the header picture 
on our front page, be the FIRST PERSON to CALL 
the CDCC Office (302-734-7513) with the correct 

answer and you will win a $10 gift card to:

You’ll also see your picture and  
your company name on our Facebook page  

– and, of course, you’ll win  
bragging rights for the month! 

The winner of the June “Coffee On Us” Contest was Marley 
Gladden from KRM Developments. She correctly identified the 

photo on the front page as Jonathan’s Landing Golf Course. 
Congratulations, Marley, and thank you for playing our game!

***Please note that the same person is qualified to win the  
Coffee on Us Contest only twice per calendar year.***

Company Name Company NameYRS YRS

NEW MEMBERS

Has YOUR BUSINESS been 
featured in a Spotlight 
article for the 
Chamber Connections?

It‘s easy to do: Answer a few
questions, send us your logo 
and a photo. That’s all !  
We’ll  take care of the rest!

Hey, New Members!

Email Heather at marketing@cdcc.net 
to get more details,  and the list
of questions so you can be featured, too! 

IN 
PARTNERSHIP 

WITH

to increase the viability of Delaware’s 
agricultural industry by broadening lending 

opportunities across the agricultural sector. The 
Delaware Economic Development Authority 
(DEDA), through the state’s Division of Small 
Business, will provide loans of $25,000 to 

$250,000 with a maximum loan amount of 50% 
of a project’s total cost.

de.gov/dafp
Interested? Email DAFP@delaware.gov

THE DELAWARE 
AGRICULTURAL FINANCING 

PROGRAM IS HERE
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Complimentary Portfolio Review Personalized Financial Strategies Strategic Planning

Christopher Smith 
Financial Advisor, CFP® , AAMS®

302.735.8770

WE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCAL
AND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

IN 
PARTNERSHIP 

WITH

to increase the viability of Delaware’s 
agricultural industry by broadening lending 

opportunities across the agricultural sector. The 
Delaware Economic Development Authority 
(DEDA), through the state’s Division of Small 
Business, will provide loans of $25,000 to 

$250,000 with a maximum loan amount of 50% 
of a project’s total cost.

de.gov/dafp
Interested? Email DAFP@delaware.gov

THE DELAWARE 
AGRICULTURAL FINANCING 

PROGRAM IS HERE

cdcc.net

We are 
YOUR 

Chamber!

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatatPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA


