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It’s been a busy year – full of events, 
networking, meetings, and more, so 
YOUR Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) wants to take a 
moment to reflect and celebrate all that 
you, the community, have accomplished 
thus far. What better way to close out 
the year with your treasured business 
community than by attending the 
CDCC’s Holiday Party!? This kick-off to 
December’s festive holiday happenings 
is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
2nd, at Roma Italian Restaurant (3 
President Drive, Dover) from 5 - 7:30 
p.m. 

The Holiday Party is an annual 
tradition organized by the CDCC and 
the perfect wrap-up celebration for 
2025 bringing together the people who 
make Central Delaware the place to 
live, work, and play. Envision yourself, 
your co-workers, colleagues, business 

associates, and friends, gathered in 
one place, enjoying delicious food, 
celebratory drinks, holiday vibes, and 
live music from the one and only, Joe 
Baione Vibraphone Experience. Come 
enjoy the festive glow of the holiday 
season by marking your calendar now 
to attend this merry event. It will fill you 
with the holiday spirit! 

Our community is so generous, 
especially to their employees during the 
holidays. We know that many business 
owners love to find unique ways to 
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With less than 2 months left in the 
year, it seems like the 2024 calendar 
pages are quickly falling away. The 
Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) is grateful for 
all the great days that we have spent 
with you so far this year, and we are 
excited to see what 2026 will bring 
to us all. 

With our eyes on the future, the 
CDCC will open the new year with 
the Annual Economic Forecast 
Breakfast scheduled for Wednesday, January 14th, from 7:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

at The Looking Glass at Polytech, 
823 Walnut Shade Rd., Woodside, 
Delaware. This event, brought to you 
by B.I.G. Investment Services, is a 
must-attend for business profession-
als, entrepreneurs, and community 
leaders who want to stay ahead 
of the curve in Central Delaware’s 
ever-evolving economic landscape. 
Join us for an insightful morning as 
we unveil the economic projections 
that could shape Central Delaware’s 

Economic Forecast Breakfast Scheduled for January 14th
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Great people, delicious food 
and drinks, a welcoming host, and 
prizes! What more could you want 
for a fabulous evening? Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) Members and soon-to-be 
members are invited to attend our 
monthly Sunset Business Mixer on 
November 19th, from 5 – 7 p.m. 
at Bryan Realty Group, located at 
742 S. Governors Avenue, Suite A, 
Dover. The CDCC’s Sunset Business 
Mixer is the Chamber’s premier net-

working event. It’s the perfect place 
to exchange business cards, make 
new connections, and build partner-
ships with your fellow local business-
es, in addition to getting exposure 
for your business.

Bryan Realty Group is a 
one-stop source for real estate 

services covering the entire state 
of Delaware. They have been a real 
estate leader since 2006 and are 
recognized consistently as one of 
the top-ranking real estate groups in 
Delaware. They think real estate is 
one of the most exciting investments 
one can make, and it should be a fun 
and rewarding experience. When 
working with their team, you’ll find 
everything you’ll need to buy or sell 
a home, as well as learn about the 

Home for the Holidays November Mixer

Continued on Page 20
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Calendar of Events

Shop Your Hometown!

NOVEMBER
Monday, December 1st		

CDCC Executive Committee Meeting	
8:00am - 10:00am, CDCC Conference Room

Tuesday, December 2nd		
CDCC Holiday Party		
5:00pm - 7:30pm, Roma Italian Restaurant

Thursday, December 4th		
Leadership Central Delaware	
8:00am - 5:00pm, 	Health and 
Human Services Day

Thursday, December 4th			 
Kent County Open for Business	
8:30am - 10:00am, Kent County Levy Court

Thursday, December 4th		
Capital Holiday Celebration		
5:00pm - 8:00pm, Downtown Dover

Tuesday, December 9th		
CDCC Board Meeting		
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Wednesday, December 10th		
Marketing Committee Meeting	
2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom

Thursday, December 11th		
Member Orientation		
8:30am - 10:00am, via Zoom

Tuesday, December 16th			 
LCD Steering Committee Meeting	
12:00pm - 1:00pm, CDCC Conference Room

December 22nd - 31st		
Christmas Holiday	 Office Closed
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DECEMBER
Thursday, November 6th		

Leadership Central Delaware	
8:00am - 5:00pm, Education Day

Thursday, November 6th			 
Kent County Open for Business	
8:30am - 10:00am, Kent County Levy Court

Tuesday, November 11th			 
CDCC Board Meeting		
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Wednesday, November 12th			 
Coffee Coaching			 
9:00am - 10:00am, via Zoom

Wednesday, November 12th		
Marketing Committee Meeting	
2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom

Thursday, November 13th		
Member Orientation		
12:00pm - 1:30pm, via Zoom

Tuesday, November 18th			 
LCD Steering Committee Meeting	
12:00pm - 1:00pm, CDCC Conference Room

Wednesday, November 19th		
Ambassador Committee Meeting	
4:30pm, Bryan Realty Group

Wednesday, November 19th        	
Sunset Business Mixer      		
5:00pm - 7:00pm, Bryan Realty Group

Thursday-Friday, November 27th & 28th	
Thanksgiving Holiday	 Office Closed

 Est. 2013

AN INDUSTRY EXCLUSIVE CDCC MARKETING PACKAGE!

Thank you to the CDCC Cornerstones!

The CDCC is your opportunity hub!

435 N. DuPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901
302.734.7515   info@cdcc.net

www.cdcc.net

Well, once again, here we are… the 
candy coma induced by Halloween is 
past and the costumes have been safely 
packed away, fall is approaching its most 
glamorous display of color, our attention 
is on football, sweaters and hoodies, and 
what it might take to create a delectable 
Thanksgiving celebration!  And we all know 
that immediately following “Turkey Day” is 
one of the biggest shopping weekends of 
the year kicking off the holiday shopping 
season and offering deals, deals, and more 
deals as we ponder “naughty or nice” and 
check items off our holiday shopping lists. 

Holiday shopping is always an interest-
ing mix of big fun and immense pressure.  
We search for just the right present that 
will convey our love and admiration for the 
receiver - something unique, something 
meaningful, something that everyone else 
hasn’t already seen, and something that 
the receiver hasn’t already bought for him/
herself.  We eagerly anticipate the moment 
when the gift is opened, and is received 
with happy surprise, wide-eyed excitement, 
and childlike glee!    

Your Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce is here to remind you that the 
backbone of our local economy is small 
business.  We are amazingly fortunate to 
have the most talented local artisans along 
with shops and boutiques that offer unique 
items right here in our backyard.  Shoppers 
will surely delight in the one-of-a-kind items 
that can be found in the small businesses 
throughout Kent County, from Harrington 
to Smyrna, from Milford to Marydel, and 
everywhere in between.  Finding the 
best presents can easily rival an exciting 
treasure hunt, making close-to-home 
shopping for loved ones almost as much 
fun as receiving the presents!  

As “your opportunity hub,” YOUR 
Chamber is here to encourage you to shop 
your hometown.  Studies and surveys 
show that as we shop locally and support 
hometown independent retailers, we can 
find unique items, get incredibly person-
alized customer service, and impact the 
strength of our communities.  In fact, for 
every $100 spent shopping in small busi-
nesses close to home, nearly two-thirds of 
that money stays in the community.  

Buying local products is an amazing 
way to support the community.  When we 
shop locally, we create local jobs, we get we 
experience the joy of buying from sellers 
we know, lines are shorter, and we walk 
away with items that show the character of 
our hometown.  Local shops are a bountiful 
source of creativity and charm where 
customers are likely to receive “a special 
touch” – and who doesn’t like that?! 

Think of it this way: shopping locally is 
like multi-gifting.  When you shop locally, 
you are purchasing a gift for a loved one, 
but at the same time, you are giving the gift 
of your patronage to a local shop owner, 
and you are supporting the success of the 
community.  

Consumers should take care not to be 
caught in the trap relying on the mistaken 
impression that local shopping must 
be done in person.  Many of our area’s 
stores and boutiques have created online 
platforms using eCommerce!  

Promoting hometown shopping is 
NOT intended as an attack on big box 
stores.  There is no doubt that the big box 
stores and online shopping venues work 
diligently to make shopping easy.  They 
offer benefits (like multiple ways to pay 
and lightning-speed delivery) that ease our 
minds (and sometime wallets). These kinds 
of experiences have a definite place in our 
shopping experience – and they bring a 
service to consumers that is wanted and 
needed. 

All we ask is that you think about 
shopping your hometown FIRST.  Go to 
the small businesses, seek out original 
and innovative ideas for gifts, support your 
community… FIRST.  Give some local shop 
owners the FIRST shot at helping you 
find perfect presents.  If, after that, you 
find yourself needing a few more items 
or suddenly need a gift at the last minute, 
then do whatever you need to do.  

As we purchase items in one local 
hometown business after another, let’s 
enjoy the notion we are not just buying gifts 
for our family members and friends, but 
we are also giving a priceless gift to every 
shop owner we encounter - and we are 
having a positive impact on our hometown 
community.  

To advertise in the Chamber Connections, please contact the
 Daily State News at adsupport@iniusa.org

Excellence in Education Program Returns, Focusing on 
Career Training and Community Growth
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Excellence in Education Program Returns, Focusing on 
Career Training and Community Growth

Quality education and career 
training are once again in the spotlight 
as a major community initiative 
returns this year—aimed at boosting 
both economic development and 
quality of life across the region.

Launched in 2019, the Excel-
lence in Education (EIE) program is 
designed to showcase our  educational 
assets that are important businesses 
and empower residents to enhance 
their skills and earning potential 
through a unique grant program.

“The purpose of Excellence in 
Education is to market our educational 
initiatives to attract businesses, but 
also provide residents with opportuni-
ties to increase their skills and earning 
power,” said Tonda Parks, co-founder 
of EIE and Associate Publisher at the 
Daily State News. “That’s what our 
grant program is all about.”

Founded in 2019 as a county-wide 
initiative with the Kent Economic 
Partnership, Kent Sussex Leader-
ship Alliance, Daily State News, and 
the broader community along with 

strong community backing, the fund 
has raised more than $100,000 in 
donations and pledges to date.

What sets EIE apart is its commit-
ment to funding innovative educational 
ideas that often fall outside traditional 
grant criteria. Over the past six years, 
supported projects have included:

•  Entrepreneurial training 
programs

•  Work skills development for 
at-risk youth

•  Computer certification testing
•  STEM curriculum enhancement
•  Marketing for apprenticeship 

programs
•  And more
All grant requests are thorough-

ly reviewed for both quality and 
community impact, with a focus 
on retaining young talent in the 
region and strengthening the overall 
workforce.

“Through collaboration with our 
partners and sponsors, we’re driving 
economic growth, removing employ-
ment barriers, and opening doors for 
people looking to build a better future,” 
Parks added. “These efforts truly 
strengthen our community—making it 
more inclusive, resilient, and prosper-
ous.”

Celebration Luncheon: January 20, 
2026

Grant awardees of the 2025 Ex-
cellence in Education Fund will be 
honored at the annual EIE Luncheon, 

hosted by the Daily State News on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026. This 
well-attended event draws leaders 
from education, government, and 
business.

“There’s still time to be a sponsor, 
donor, or attendee—but the deadline is 
approaching fast!” Parks said. “We’re 
also offering opportunities for editorial 
content in our annual publication, 
which is expanding its circulation this 
year.”

To get involved, contact Tonda 
Parks at tparks@iniusa.org or (302) 
270-8663 for sponsorship and 
editorial opportunities.

The Daily State News and BayTo-
BayNews.com support this initiative as 

part of their mission to “strengthen the 
communities we serve by publishing 
unbiased journalism and growing local 
business.” The EIE program’s impact 
was recognized with the “Best In 
Show – Community Service Program” 
award by the MDDC Press Association 
in its 2024 contest.

The Excellence in Education Fund 
is managed by the CenDel Founda-
tion. To learn more, visit: www.cendel-
foundation.org

You can also view the 2024 Excel-
lence in Education publication at:

BayToBayNews.com/SpecialSec-
tions

A $15,000 grant was awarded to the Green Beret Project for a youth business/mentorship project at the 2024 Excellence in Education event. Laura Walter

Leaders in business, education and community at 
the 2024 Excellence in Education event  Laura Walter
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Century Engineering – More Than a Consulting Firm
Century Engineering a Kleinfelder 

Company (Century Engineering) has 
become more than a consulting-en-
gineering firm, it has grown into a 
community partner and infrastruc-
ture expert serving the heart of 
Delaware. With our Delaware offices 
supporting state agencies, local 
municipalities, utilities, and devel-
opment projects, Century brings 
a multidisciplinary set of services 
alongside a strong commitment to 
civic engagement.

Robust Services That Support 
Community Infrastructure

Century Engineering offers 
an extensive range of engineer-
ing and design services that help 
shape Delaware’s infrastructure 
and environment. These include 
bridge and transportation structures 
design; construction management 
and inspection; utility engineering; 
geotechnical engineering; highway 
design; planning and site-develop-
ment; railroad services; survey; UAV 
(sUAS) services; traffic engineering; 
transportation planning; stormwater 
and environmental resources; water 
and wastewater systems; and utility 
locates.

On the municipal side, Century 
emphasizes our experience in sup-
porting the communities effectively 
while balancing the challenges of 
ongoing infrastructure operations. 
Our work touches municipali-
ties, school districts, public safety 
agencies, and utilities, providing a 
technical partner capable of sup-
porting complex, cross-discipline 
projects.

Community Engagement: Putting 
Values Into Action

We are more than just technical 
expertise. Century Engineering 
demonstrates a strong commitment 
to giving back to the communities we 
serve. We encourage our employees 
to volunteer their time and talents 
through participation in non-profit 
and professional organizations. 

Century’s approach to community 
engagement extends beyond individ-
ual projects and events. Employees 
regularly participate in local pro-
fessional organizations, community 
boards, and civic initiatives, lending 
their expertise and leadership to 
strengthen Delaware communities. 
Local businesses thrive when their 
communities thrive, and as a suc-

cessful engineering firm we focus 
on building relationships as well as 
infrastructure.

Impact on the Delaware Region
For local decision makers and 

community leaders in Delaware, 
Century Engineering provides a 
partner with local roots and a civic 
mindset. Whether a municipality 
needs traffic engineering for safety, 
water and wastewater support 
for compliance, or site-develop-
ment planning for growth, we are 
equipped to serve. Our dual focus 
on project delivery and community 
well-being reflects a commitment to 
engineering excellence paired with 
social responsibility.

By facilitating volunteer efforts, 
supporting conservation organi-
zations, and engaging with local 
non-profits, Century reinforces that 
our Delaware operations are not 
simply an office location, we are an 
invested member of the community. 
Our involvement demonstrates that 
success is measured not only in 
completed projects but in lasting 
community impact.

Why This Matters to Chamber 
Members

As members of the local business 
and civic community, it is important 
to Century Engineering that we 
continue to strengthen infrastruc-
ture, support jobs, and reinforce the 
sense of community and partner-
ships with open doors for municipal-
ities and local businesses needing 
engineering services. Additionally, 
our civic engagement makes it easier 
to collaborate, network, and build 
community-wide outcomes.

We look forward to continuing 
to build on the strong relationships 
we have developed with Delaware’s 
business community, civic leaders, 
and residents. We remain committed 
to advancing projects that enhance 
quality of life while building lasting 
relationships with our business 
partners and having shared success 
across the First State.

To learn more about Century En-
gineering, please visit our website 
at www.centuryeng.com.
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Delaware is a Growing State! 
The members of the Leadership 

Central Delaware (LCD) Class 
of 2026 enjoyed an informative 
and eye-opening day on the first 
Thursday of October as they learned 
all about Agriculture and Agri-Tour-
ism in the first state.  They had the 
opportunity to hear directly from 
the people who work in the industry, 
whose business is the science 
and art of cultivating plants and 
livestock. With 2,158 farms (that’s 
about 520,000 acres, 30% of which 
are permanently preserved for 
agriculture), 42% of Delaware’s land 
is devoted to farming.  Responsible 
for 30,000 jobs and an economic 
impact of $8 billion per year, Agricul-
ture is a huge industry and a major 
economic driver in Delaware.  Class 
members learned that Delaware 
truly is a “growing state” – we grow 
things here!  

The state’s top crop is field corn, 
used to feed livestock and make 
ethanol, which covers two fifths of 
Delaware’s cultivated land, whose 
expected annual revenue is well over 
$100 million.  Wheat, soybeans, 
peaches, and other fruits and vege-
tables play a major role as well.  It is 
no surprise to any Delawarean that 
poultry is the number one agricul-
tural product.  This tradition of 
producing chickens began in 1923 
by Cecile Steele who mistakenly 
received 500 chickens when she 
had only ordered 50… She chose to 
keep them and nurture them – and 
the poultry industry in Delaware 
was born!  Who could have known 
that the Delaware poultry industry 
would grow to be the largest broiler 

chicken industry in the world, 
yielding $946 million annually?  
Delaware is also the #1 lima 
producing state in the United States.  
LCD class members learned, 
without a doubt, that agriculture is a 
BIG DEAL in Delaware. 

This incredible day of learning 
began at Harrington raceway & 
Casino with a presentation by Don 
Clifton, Secretary for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  In his time 
with the class, he shared informa-
tion about the agriculture industry 
and what it means to the state.  
“Agriculture touches everything!” he 
stated.  He spent time discussing 
the work being done to preserve 
farmland here in the first state.  
He shared many of the various 
tasks and operations that are part 
of the Department of Agriculture 
including compliance, weights and 
measures, inspections, the forest 
service, pesticide management, 
nutri-management, and more.  The 
Secretary also spoke a bit about the 

improvements and new technologies 
that have been integrated into the 
tradition of farming. 

Secretary Clifton also shared his 
insights into what makes a good 
leader.  He introduced himself as 
the “new and improved” Don Clifton 
as he stressed the importance of 
self-assessment and self-improve-
ment.  He encouraged our group 
of emerging leaders to be open to 
new things and to cultivate the art 
of being flexible and adaptable.  
“Always be ready for the next best 
thing!” 

The class also had the opportuni-
ty to hear from two farmers who are 
experts on the topic of agriculture: 
Bobbi Jo Webber of Webber Family 
Farms, and Georgie Cartanza, UD 
Cooperative Extension, Statewide 
Poultry Agent.  Georgie and Bobbi 
Jo enlightened the group on a variety 
of issues related to agriculture 
and farming.  They emphasized 
the importance of educating the 
community about the industry, espe-
cially the youth.  They spoke about 
their concern regarding succession 
and who will follow in their footsteps 
to keep the industry, alive as well 
as the expense of getting started 
in the industry.  They also talked a 
bit about the natural tension that 
exists between the importance of 
development and the necessity of 
farming.  In addition, they shared 
words of wisdom and advice 
regarding effective leadership.  “It’s 
not about you – it’s about the people 
you serve,” Georgie offered. “Instill 
in your followers an appetite for 

learning.  Remember that you are 
unique – you are born an original, 
don’t die a copy.”  

Bobbi Jo talked about the impor-
tance of learning.  “Be sure that 
a large part of your leadership is 
educating your followers.  Give them 
the tools they need to be effective – 
even when you’re not around.” 

In addition to an emphasis on Ag-
riculture, the class also took a close 
look at the related industry of Agri-
tourism.  A relatively new term, “ag-
ritourism” refers to an increasingly 
popular and growing opportunity for 
agricultural producers which links 
agriculture and tourism.  Agritour-
ism is generally marked by activities 
that include visiting a working farm, 
ranch, or other agricultural business 
to enjoy the rural setting, be 
educated, or be involved in a special 
activity.  Agritourism brings agricul-
tural awareness to individuals while 
generating another source of income 
for the agricultural location. 

For their first Agritourism 
adventure of the day, the class 
boarded a school bus and headed 
to Loblolly Acres, a family-owned 
farm-turned-event-venue, for a lead-
ership talk, refreshments, and a tour. 
Owner Cheryl Epps spoke about the 
importance of innovation, adapting 
to change, and finding community 
joy. Loblolly Acres, once known 
for Christmas trees and school 
tours, has evolved into a premier 
event space in Kent County, hosting 
weddings, music events, and more 

Continued on Next Page

Thank you
to our Sponsors!

Confirmed as of 9/18/25
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– filling an entertainment gap in the 
region with an eye on future growth. 

The next stop of the day was 
Fifer’s Orchards where the class 
had a wonderful lunch made with 
many ingredients from the farm.  
Next, they hopped aboard a wagon 
and took a tour.  Tour guide and 
CSA Coordinator and Marketing 
Director, Jessica Yocum spent time 
with the group talking about the 
wide variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles in Fifer’s inventory.  The class 
was astonished at the number of 
varieties there are of peaches and 
apples!  Ms. Yocum described Fifer’s 
as a “family” business and explained 
that, regardless of the scope of their 
reach, they wish to always be known 

as a “family” business.  Jessica spoke 
at length about the critical partner-
ships that exist between Fifer’s and 
other members of the business and 
farming community.  She stressed 
the importance of sharing one’s story 
as a vehicle for remaining connected 
to the community.  The class also had 
an opportunity to experience the Fall 
Fest You-Play area and shopping in 
the Farm Store.  

The end of this exciting hands-on 
day of learning brought the class 
back to Harrington Raceway & 
Casino for a visit to the paddock 
and an introduction to the world 
of harness racing.  Class members 
were thrilled to see the paddock up 
close and very excited to meet two 
racehorses!  Matt Sparacino, Har-
rington’s Public Relations Director 

and Assistant General Manager of 
Racing, explained a bit about the 
multi-million-dollar industry of horse 
racing.  In hearing about the industry, 
meeting racehorse owner Jeff Startt 
and trainer Martin Davis, and 
spending time with the horses, partic-
ipants learned about the importance 
of communication and trust.  From 
the  connection between the horse 
and its trainer, to the partnership 
between the trainer and the owner, to 
the relationship between the owner 
and the staff at the track and the local 
community, clear and open commu-
nication is a key factor in building the 
vital component of trust.  

The day wrapped up with a dis-
cussion of the beginning of It’s Your 
Ship by Capt. Michael Abrashoff.  
This required reading for the year is 

a wonderful story about the impact 
that effective leadership can have 
on building a healthy climate and 
maintaining excellence and success.  
Steve Hart (512th Airlift Wing) and 
Chuck Desch (Bayhealth Foundation) 
led the class in a discussion of the 
author’s note and introduction which 
served as a great support for the 
focused leadership traits of the day, 
entrepreneurship and succeeding as 
a business owner.  

A special thanks goes out to 
all who were involved in making 
this day a success – hosts, tour 
guides, speakers – and to this year’s 
sponsors.  Thank you all for your 
support and for everything you do to 
making Leadership Central Delaware 
the Chamber’s “Diamond Program.”  

Continued from Previous Page 
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Member News 
DDP Hosts Groundbreaking Ceremony for Mobility Center

On Tuesday, October 14, 2025, the 
Downtown Dover Partnership (DDP), 
in collaboration with Mosaic Devel-
opment Partners, EDiS Company, 
and Colonial Parking, held a ground-
breaking ceremony for one of the 
flagship initiatives of the Capital City 
2030 Master Plan: The Downtown 
Dover Mobility Center. Unanimous-
ly approved by the city’s Planning 
Commission on September 15th, this 
transformative project is poised to 
redefine access and mobility in Dela-
ware’s capital city. 

Located between S. Bradford St. 
and S. Governors Ave., the four-story 
structure will feature close to 300 
parking spaces, along with a welcome 
center and ground-floor retail and 
office space. As a key gateway into the 
downtown area, the Mobility Center 
is designed to support increased 
traffic, improve accessibility, and drive 
long-term economic development.

This project marks an early 
milestone in the broader revitaliza-
tion efforts led by DDP, which aims 
to bring over 2,000 new residents to 
downtown Dover. As such, robust in-
frastructure projects like the Mobility 
Center are considered essential to 
support future growth and community 
vibrancy.

The event was attended by several 
special guests including elected 
officials, local stakeholders, and a 
representative from Congresswom-
an Sarah McBride’s office. DDP 
Executive Director Diane Laird led 
the event; other speakers included 
Delaware Governor Matt Meyer, 
Delaware State Representative Trey 
Paradee, Dover Mayor Robin Chris-

tiansen, and DDP Board President 
Todd Stoneseifer, among others. 

Many speakers talked of the 
challenges downtown Dover has 
faced over the last few decades, and 
the positive changes and economic 
growth the Capital City 2030 plan will 
bring to the area. Governor Meyer 
gave his full support for the project 
and joined Ms. Laird to share the 
exciting news that the first tenant has 
committed a spot on the ground floor 
of the Mobility Center.

Upon the competition of the 
Mobility Center, the DDP anticipates 
they will be ready to break ground on 
“The Governor” at 120 S. Governors 
Avenue. Plans for this mixed-use 
project include mixed-income apart-
ments, a grocery store, retail, a coffee 
shop, and a daycare center. 

The Capital City 2030 Master 
Plan is poised to be a catalyst project 
to encourage other private sector 
investment in downtown projects. 
The Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce was pleased to attend the 
groundbreaking ceremony to show 
their support for the initiatives and 
projects to revitalize downtown Dover. 

For additional information about 
the Downtown Dover Partnership 
and the Capital City 2030: Trans-
forming Downtown Dover, please 
visit the DDP website at www.down-
towndoverpartnership.com.
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Member News 
A New Era in Lung Cancer Detection: 
Robotic Bronchoscopy at Bayhealth

If you or someone you love has 
ever faced the worry of a spot 
showing up on a lung scan, you know 
how overwhelming the questions 
can feel. What does it mean? How 
soon can you get answers? And what 
comes next? For many patients, 
waiting for clarity has been one of 
the hardest parts of the journey. 

That’s why Bayhealth Hospital, 
Kent Campus has introduced the Ion 
by Intuitive® robotic-assisted bron-
choscopy tool. Robotic bronchoscopy 
is a medical procedure that uses a 
tiny robot to help doctors look deep 
inside a person’s lungs. It helps them 
find and take small tissue samples 
from hard-to-reach spots, like a 
special GPS for the lungs. 

This advanced technology is 
designed to make lung cancer 
diagnosis faster, safer and more 
precise — offering patients and 
families peace of mind during a 
stressful time. 

A Smarter Way to Reach Hard-to-
Find Nodules 

Lung nodules can be small, hidden 
deep in the airways and difficult to 
access with traditional techniques. 
The Ion platform was built to change 
that. Using an ultra-thin, flexible 
catheter, physicians can carefully 
guide the scope through the lungs 
to reach areas that were once nearly 
impossible to access. This level of 
precision makes it possible to collect 
tissue samples earlier and with 
greater accuracy. 

For patients, that means fewer 
invasive procedures, shorter recovery 
times and quicker answers about 
what those spots might mean.

 
Why Timing Matters So Much 

Lung cancer remains the leading 
cause of cancer-related deaths 
in both the United States and 
Delaware. One of the biggest reasons 
is that it’s often diagnosed late, when 
treatment options are limited. 

The Ion platform helps shift that 
timeline. Paired with low-dose CT 
scans, which can detect suspicious 
spots before symptoms appear, this 
technology allows physicians to 
evaluate potential problems earlier. 
Detecting cancer at its earliest stage 
offers the best chance for effective 
treatment and long-term survival. 

Benefits Beyond Accuracy 
While precision is at the heart 

of robotic bronchoscopy, patients 
experience other important benefits. 
Because the procedure is minimally 
invasive, recovery tends to be 
smoother, discomfort is reduced 
and the risk of complications is 
lower compared to traditional biopsy 
methods. 

Knowing that their care involves 
the latest technology designed with 
both safety and comfort in mind can 

make a difficult process a little easier 
to face. 

Who Should Be Screened? 
A robot-guided lung test, also 

known as a robotic bronchoscopy, 
works hand-in-hand with lung cancer 
screening. National guidelines 
recommend annual low-dose CT 
scans for adults between the ages 
of 50 and 80 who have a history of 
heavy smoking or other risk factors, 
such as exposure to harmful sub-
stances. Patients should ask their 
primary care physicians about 
their eligibility for a low-dose CT 
screening at one of Bayhealth’s Out-
patient Centers in Milford, Dover and 
Smyrna. 

If a screening reveals a suspi-
cious nodule, the Ion platform can 
often provide the next step toward a 
clear diagnosis. Having this option 
available means patients don’t have 
to watch and wait for the nodule to 
grow or go through more invasive 
testing. 

A Step Forward for the Community 
Bayhealth’s adoption of robotic 

bronchoscopy represents a mean-
ingful step forward in cancer care 
for Delaware. By investing in this 
advanced technology, the Bayhealth 
Cancer Institute is ensuring patients 
have access to world-class tools close 
to home. 

For patients and their families, 
that commitment means fewer 
unknowns, more confidence in care 
and a stronger chance at a healthier 
future. 

To learn more about the Ion 
robotic bronchoscopy platform, visit 
Bayhealth.org/Ion. For information 
on cancer screenings and treatment 
through the Bayhealth Cancer 
Institute, visit Bayhealth.org/Can-
cer-Institute. 

Written by Pulmonologist and 
Critical Care Physician Margarita 
Gianniosis, MD of Bayhealth Pulm-
onology, Blue Hen who is one of the 
expert physicians that performs the 
Ion procedure

November isNovember is

Bayhealth Vice President of Marketing, 
Communications & Community Outreach Amanda 
Bowie, MSM, CLSSGB, maneuvers the Ion through 
artificial lungs at their recent Test Drive event. 
She is assisted by Pulmonology and Critical Care 
Physician Margarita Gianniosis, MD, an advanced 
bronchoscopist and one of the doctors who 
performs the Ion procedure.

Left to right, Bayhealth Pulmonology and Critical Care Physicians Syed Nazeer Mahmood, MD, and Bilal 
Bangash, MD, Bayhealth Cardiothoracic Surgeon Paul Fedalen, MD, and Bayhealth Pulmonology and 
Critical Care Physician Margarita Gianniosis, MD
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The Del-Mar-Va Council, Scouting 
America, hosted a special ceremony 
on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 
the Duck Creek Regional Library in 
Smyrna to honor Rick Horsey. The 
event celebrated Rick’s outstand-
ing achievements and dedication 
to community service, and he was 
named the recipient of the 2025 Kent 
County Distinguished Citizen Award. 
This prestigious award honors a 
Kent County leader who has a wide 
influence in the business and profes-
sional community while serving as an 
exemplary role model for youth. 

Michael West, VP of Sales & 
Marketing for Parkview RV Center 
welcomed everyone to the event 
which included cocktails, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and delicious cakes and pies 
catered by Jimmy’s Grille, the presen-
tation of the colors and the Pledge of 
Allegiance by Scouts from Troop 135, 
followed by the presentation of procla-
mations from Kent County Levy Court 
and Delaware Legislators recognizing 
Rick’s unwavering commitment to the 
Central Delaware community.  Rick’s 
son, Ryan Horsey, read and presented 
the proclamation from the Delaware 
Legislators.

Rick Horsey is President of 
Parkview RV Center, the company 
founded in 1968 by his parents, 
Robert and Lucille. Parkview sells and 
services recreational vehicles and is 
a nationally recognized leader in the 
RV industry. Rick is Past Chairman 
of the National RV Dealers Associa-
tion and served 19 years on its Board 

of Directors. He was inducted into 
the RV Hall of Fame in 2005 for his 
volunteer work with the RV Learning 
Center. He was recognized in 2008 as 
one of the 100 most influential people 
in the RV industry in the past 50 years 
by RV Business magazine.

Born and raised in Smyrna, Rick 
graduated from Delaware Technical 
and Community College with an 
associate’s degree in business admin-
istration. College is where Rick met 
his first wife, Sharon. Married for 40 
years until Sharon’s death in 2013, 
Rick and Sharon had two children, 
Amy and Ryan, seven grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren. The 
Horseys welcomed Ruth Ann into the 
family in 2024 when she and Rick 
were married. 

Making the world a better place 
for families and giving back to the 
community have always been prior-
ities in Rick’s life. He is President 
of the Duck Creek Regional Library 
board of directors and played an 
integral role in its recent construc-
tion, guiding its staff and initiating its 
operation. He also served as secretary 
and chairman of the Smyrna Redevel-
opment Authority.

Rick regularly worships at Asbury 
UMC in Smyrna. He helped start 

the Smyrna & Clayton Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast and has chaired it 
since 2018. Rick is also a dedicated 
volunteer at Red Bird Mission in 
Beverly, Kentucky. He is a certified 
facilitator for the Covey Leadership 
Center and has facilitated strategic 
planning for the RV Dealers Associ-
ation, Florida RV Trade Association 
and Retail Dealers Exchange. 

The Distinguished Citizen Award 
ceremony, now in its 34th year, has 
recognized numerous community 
leaders, including Tonda and Joe 
Parks (2024), Howell Wallace (2023), 
Dr. Wilma Mishoe (2020), Senator 
Brian Bushweller (2019), Debbie 
Wicks (2017), Jennifer Cohan (2016), 
Bill and Mary Jane Willis (2012), Mary 
Skelton Womer (2005), President 
Joe Biden (2004), Senator Bill Roth 
(2002), and Governor Sherman 
Tribbett (1986). 

Amy Horsey West, VP of Parkview 
RV Center, and Rick’s daughter, intro-
duced her father and stated that he 
embodies gratitude through service. 
She shared a variety of humorous 
and heartfelt stories about him, 
which endeared him even more to the 
roomful of supporters.

Rick humbly accepted his award 
and took a moment to speak of his 

love of family and community. He 
said that he has always lived by the 
premise of volunteering to serve for 
purposes higher than oneself. The 
checklist that guides him through 
life includes values, volunteering, 
counting your blessings, learning, and 
living by choice. 

The evening also included a pre-
sentation by Eagle Scout Dominic 
Haas from Troop 135. He talked about 
the relationships he has made with 
Scouting. “Being an Eagle Scout is 
one of my biggest accomplishments in 
my life so far. It has taught me how to 
become a man, and how to be kind. I 
try to do a good deed daily,” Dominic 
explained.  

Funds raised by this event will 
support Scouting programs focusing 
on workforce development, support 
for low-income youth, STEM 
education, conservation programs, 
and more. The mission of Scouting 
America is to prepare young people to 
make ethical and moral choices over 
their lifetimes by instilling in them the 
values of the Scout Oath and Law.

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) to 
congratulate Rick Horsey on this 
well-deserved award that truly reflects 
his role in the Central Delaware 
Community. We are proud to call him 
a valued member of the CDCC.  

For more information, please visit 
www.delmarvacouncil.org/kent or 
contact Ray Teat, Scout Executive/
CEO, at rteat@dmvc.org or 302-622-
3300.

Member News

Smyrna’s Rick Horsey Awarded 2025 
Kent County Distinguished Citizen Award
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Member News
Most Recent Graduates from the DAFB Honorary Commander Program

Amy Zook - Chesapeake Utilities Annemarie Dickerson - King Cole Farm

Bobby Sheehan - BBSI Debbie Eashum - Visit Central Delaware - Kent Co. Tourism

Dr. James Tompkins - Bayhealth

Jen Sutter - Sheridan’s Irish Pub

Thomas Johnson - Dover Police Department
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Debbie Eashum - Visit Central Delaware - Kent Co. Tourism

Member News

Paint Dover Returns for Year Seven!
The seventh annual Paint Dover! 

plein air (outdoor) painting event 
enjoyed beautiful and unseasonably 
sunny, warm weather mid-October 
15th as 16 artists from around 
the region painted downtown and 
throughout the city of Dover. A “wet 
paint” opening exhibition took place 
at the Biggs Museum of American 
Art, indicating that the paintings 
were so recently painted that some 
of them were not even dry yet.  

A sampling of the artwork was 
then displayed in downtown shops 
through early November. And for 
those that missed the opportunities 
to see the artwork, there is still 
opportunity to view them virtually, 
while hearing the music of the horn 
duo of Trumpeter Blayne Salerni 
and Trombonist Kristin Monroe in 
the video. 

Beyond paid registration for 
artists, all activities were free and 
open to the public.

This year’s painting location 
parameters were “within the City of 
Dover” with an emphasis preferred 
in the downtown area. This broader 

boundary allowed returning artists 
fresh scenes to capture in a variety 
of media, including oil, pastel, ink 
and watercolor, including artist 
Karen McLaughlin who won Third 
Place for “The Monster Mile.”  Many 
other artists received awards - a total 
of cash and arts certificates totaling 
$2,000.

“This year’s final on-site event 
took place in the heart of downtown 
where seen artists painted their 
selected scene in just two hours 
and then exhibited the paintings.  
This is common among these kinds 
of outdoor painting events, but 
is certainly not easy!” said Diane 
Laird, the DDP Executive Director 
and originator of Paint Dover in 
2019.  “Subject matter moves, 

sun direction changes, wind picks 
up, and all the while, people are 
watching you paint, and sometimes 
even talking with you, which can be 
very distracting under pressure.”  
DDP Board member and owner 
of Americare Home Solutions, 
Sueduka Gibbs, served as Judge for 
the Quick Draw event.

This event was held again in part-
nership with the Biggs Museum of 
American Art, and the DE Division 
of the Arts has been an ongoing 
supporter of the event since its 
inception.  For a full list of winners 
and to view the 2025 Paint Dover! 
virtual exhibition after Nov. 1st, visit 
https://Tinyurl.com/DoverArt. 

Paint Dover! is part of DDP’s com-
mitment to providing high quality 

arts programming in downtown 
Dover, the event highlights the 
creative arts and placemaking 
priority within the Capital City 
2030:  Transforming Downtown 
Dover! plan:  https://tinyurl.com/
CapitalCity2030  

Paint Dover! is produced by 
Main Street Dover (a subsidiary 
of the Downtown Dover Partner-
ship) with generous sponsors and 
partners including Affordable 
Business Systems, Bayhealth, the 
Biggs Museum of American Art, 
Blick Art Materials, City of Dover 
Mayor’s Office, Delaware Division 
of the Arts, Del-One Foundation, 
Dover Art League, Jerry’s Artarama 

of Delaware (Newark), National 
Endowment for the Arts, and PNC 
Bank.

The Downtown Dover Partner-
ship is committed to driving an 
improved quality of life for the 
residents and visitors of Dover, 
Delaware, through collective collab-
oration, economic development and 
promotion of downtown Dover’s 
unique historic landscape.  Call 
302-678-2940 or visit: www.Down-
townDoverPartnership.com.

Katie Bacu with “Captain James P. Wild’s House” (top) winning 
People’s Choice, Honorable Mention and Dover Heritage 

Hyo Lee returned to Paint Dover this year with 
“Reflection of the October Sun”, Second Place

LEFT: The Monster Mile, 
Third Place by Karen 
McLaughlin

CENTER: Artist Judge 
Dennis Young (left) and 
Artist Stephen Burke

RIGHT: Diane Laird, 
2-hour quick draw of 
“What’s Playing?” 

“The Delaware” Way by Ed Lewandowski
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Special Feature
Bayhealth Residents Experience the Gems of Kent County

On October 7th, Dr. Vendetti had 
the unique pleasure of spending 
the day with the newest Bayhealth 
Internal Medicine Residents. They 
met early in the morning at La 
Baguette French Bakery to begin a 
special day of touring around Kent 
County and visiting some of the 
unique gems of Kent County. 

Each year, Bayhealth welcomes 
new arrivals into their Graduate 
Medical Education program. These 
residents come from all over the 
country and the world to study 
medicine here in the First State. 
Some come to the area alone; others 
bring their families. While they are 
here, they are very much a part of our 
community.  

As the “opportunity hub” of 
the Central Delaware business 
community, we very much want to 
get these newest members of our 
community connected to all we have 
to offer. We want them to enjoy their 
time here in the mid-Atlantic – and 
we want them to feel at home here. In 
fact, we’d love it if, at the end of their 
residency experience, they would 
consider making this their home!

After enjoying some breakfast 
goodies, our residence had the 
opportunity to meet Anita Wheel-
er-Bezy, owner and operator of La 
Baguette, and hear all about the 
bakery business and the story of this 
hot-spot on Governor’s Avenue.  

The group then walked to the 
historic Green where they met their 
tour guide, Mayor Robin R. Chris-
tiansen. Mayor Christiansen walked 
with the residents around The Green 
and shared the rich history of Central 
Delaware and especially our historic 
state capital. After the tour, the 
residents had the opportunity to meet 
the folks at the Delaware Shoppes 
and do a little souvenir hunting! 

The residents and Dr. V. then 
boarded a school bus and travelled 
to Fifer’s Farm Store & Kitchen for 
some Fall fun. They enjoyed a wagon 
tour of the farm guided by Jessica 
Doran, the farm’s CSA Director and 

Events Coordinator. They had a 
delicious farm to table lunch, got a 
chance to shop in the farm store, and 
even had some fun trying out activi-
ties in the Fall Fest U-Play area!

From Fifer’s, our school bus made 
the quick trip to Tre Sorelle Dolce 
Ice Cream & Mini Golf, where owner, 
Mike Marasco greeted the group, 
talked about all the activities, and 
treated the residents to a fun round 
of miniature golf – a fun first-time 
activity for many!  

The last stop on our tour this year 
was at Legislative Hall for a special 
tour of the building by Senator Eric 
Buckson. Sen. Buckson did a great 
job of helping the residents expe-
rience “The People’s House.” They 
learned a good bit about what goes 
on in that impressive building – and 
got a taste of some of the history that 
resides there as well. Sen. Buckson 
took time to learn about the residents 
as well.  

Typically, on this annual tour, we 
also visit the AMC Museum, but 
the museum was closed due to the 
government shutdown. Plans are in 
process for a short “field trip” to the 
museum in the Spring of 2026.  

This tour day was a wonderful 
experience for all involved! The 
residents had an opportunity to 
learn more about what’s available 
in our beautiful county, had time to 
have some fun with each other and 
get to know each other even better, 
and consider what life is like here in 
Central Delaware. Our tour guides 
and hosts had a great time getting to 
know this group of bright, inquisitive, 
passionate doctors from all over the 
world. And Central Delaware enjoyed 
an opportunity to shine as light was 
shed on just a few of the many gems 
that call this region home. 

We’d like to express a big thank 
you to all our tour guides, hosts, 
shopkeepers, and everyone else who 
worked hard to welcome this year’s 
group of first -year internal medicine 
residents.
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Bayhealth Residents Experience the Gems of Kent County
Special Feature

CDCC Teams with Local Retailers for Holiday Promotion

The Central Delaware Chamber 
of Commerce (CDCC) kicks off the 
holiday shopping season every year 
with our Holiday Gift Auction. As you 
read in this edition of the Chamber 
Connections newspaper, this year’s 
event was a huge success. 

Now, it’s time to kick the holiday 
shopping season up a notch! The 
CDCC has partnered with a group 
of our retail members for a new 
promotion, “Shop Your Hometown.” 
While we participated in some 
national holiday shopping promotions 
in past years, we just didn’t think they 
were the perfect fit for our members. 

So, this year, we have created our 
own holiday shopping promotion.

“Shop Your Hometown” starts on 
Black Friday, the day after Thanks-
giving, when many people start their 
holiday shopping and are on the 
hunt for big savings. It will continue 
through the holiday season as long 
as the participating businesses want, 
based on the dates of their individual 
holiday promotions and sales events. 

We are putting together the list 
of participating retail businesses 
now. We are excited to offer this 
new marketing opportunity to our 

members and hope to see this 
promotion grow in future years. 

More details about the specials 
being offered by each business will 
be available soon. Stay tuned to our 

website at www.cdcc.net, our weekly 
e-newsletters and social media 
channels for more info or call the 
Chamber office at 302-734-7513.

CDCC Savings Club Card

With a variety of discounts offered by Chamber members, this card goes 
right on your key fob, so you’ll always have it with you. It features discounts 
on everything from automotive to retail to personal services and more. As 
a business member, offer a discount and increase your foot traffic with fellow Chamber 
members! Your participation also includes a NEW sticker to put at your register or on your 
door to alert shoppers to be sure to use their card when shopping with your business. 
Contact us today to add your discount to the list: 302-734-7513.
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Special Feature
The Capital Holiday Celebration Welcomes the Season of Joy
On Thursday evening, December 

4th, from 5 to 8 p.m., Loockerman 
Street in Downtown Dover will 
overflow with joy during the festive, 
fun-filled, family-friendly Capital 
Holiday Celebration! The City of Dover 
is always excited to offer an oppor-
tunity for the community to come 
together to celebrate the holidays 
with their loved ones. Everyone in the 
community is invited to join in the fun! 
No registration required.

This merry happening is the tra-
ditional kick-off to the city’s holiday 
season by getting everyone in the 
holiday spirit. The evening’s festivi-
ties will include caroling in front of 
City Hall beginning at 6 p.m. and 
featuring local dignitaries, community 
supporters, and partners with 
vocal support from YOU, our local 
community. Several school groups 
will perform special holiday musical 
selections, including Wesley Preschool 
& Playcare, Towne Point Chorus, 
and the Dover High School Select 
Ensemble. Be sure to grab the booklet 
provided by the Daily State News that 
includes the schedule and carols for 
the evening. In addition to the caroling, 
a special ceremony led by Mayor 
Christiansen will light up Loockerman 
Street and the City’s tree. 

The evening will include a variety 
of seasonal activities and treats for all 
ages starting at 5 p.m. including free 
hot chocolate at a booth in front of 
City Hall. The Dover Public Library 
will offer clever make & take holi-
day-themed kids’ crafts, plus exciting 
Nutcracker Ballet dance demon-
strations presented by Delaware 

Ballet and The Dance Conservatory 
beginning at 5:15 p.m. in the reading 
circle in front of the Library. Don’t miss 
this sneak peek of everyone’s favorite 
holiday dance performance!

Across from the Library, Wesley 
United Methodist Church will bring 
the Christmas story to life with their 
annual living nativity. Visitors will be 
transported back in time, witnessing 
the humble scene of Jesus’s birth in 
a stable made vivid by the presence 
of dedicated volunteer performers. 
This simple performance provides a 
moment of quiet reflection, drawing 
community members away from the 
bustle of the holidays to focus on the 
true meaning of Christmas.

Kent County Tourism will bring 
their Explorer Van to the merry 
gathering to inform everyone of all the 
amazing holiday and year-round activ-
ities that are happening right here in 
Kent County. Check it out, and let’s all 
make a New Year’s resolution to be a 
tourist in our own community in 2026! 

Food will be available for purchase 
from the Wesley United Methodist 
Church Christmas Café located in 
the Grace Fellowship Hall, or from a 
selection of participating food trucks. 
You’ll be able to enjoy a hot drink, grab 

a snack or even take dinner home with 
you. Yummy!  

Be sure to keep your eyes, ears, 
and cameras ready for a visit from 
everyone’s favorite jolly elf, Santa! He 
will arrive by fire truck at the end of 
the musical program once he hears 
everyone singing his favorite song, 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” 
Good girls and boys are invited to 
write and bring their letters addressed 
to Santa. There will be a special 
mailbox in the library to drop off your 
letter that will be delivered directly to 
the North Pole just in time for the big 
day. Plus, Santa has saved some time 
in his packed-full schedule to meet 
with everyone after the program in his 
special house outside the Dover Public 
Library. 

Community members are asked to 
bring non-perishable food items to the 
event for the food drive to benefit local 
pantries. There will be a truck in front 
of the Dover City Hall to accept all 
donations. This year has been espe-
cially challenging for our local food 
pantries, so please pick up some extra 
non-perishable food items and bring 
them with you to help provide food 
for our neighbors in need this holiday 
season. 

This event would not be possible 
without the team effort of several 
important organizations: Central 
Delaware Habitat for Humanity, City of 
Dover, City of Dover Parks & Rec-
reation, City of Dover Police, City of 
Dover Public Works, Daily State News, 
Dover Public Library, Downtown 
Dover Partnership, First State Manu-
factured Housing Assoc., Kent County 
Tourism, Robbins Hose Co. No. 1, 
Councilman Gerald Rocha, Rachel 
Rohm, Paul Waddell, WBOC 16 / Fox 
21, Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Gigi Windley, and of course, your 
CDCC. Thank you to all for helping 
make this event a success again this 
year and showing your support for the 
community! 

Please note, Loockerman Street 
will be closed from 4 to 8 p.m., from 
Legislative Avenue to State Street, 
creating a “safe zone” for pedestrians. 

Mark your calendars, gather your 
friends, and bundle up with your local 
community as we celebrate the start of 
the joyful season of giving here in the 
heart of the First State – Downtown 
Dover!

This amazing event is just the 
beginning of the season’s festive 
fun taking place throughout Central 
Delaware. Be sure to check out the 
CDCC’s events calendar at www.cdcc.
net/events for more events to keep 
you in the holiday spirit all month 
long. We will be excited to see all of 
you at this fun, family friendly, start to 
the holiday season – Happy Holidays! 
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!
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The Capital Holiday Celebration Welcomes the Season of Joy
This event would not be possible 

without the team effort of several 
important organizations: Central 
Delaware Habitat for Humanity, City of 
Dover, City of Dover Parks & Rec-
reation, City of Dover Police, City of 
Dover Public Works, Daily State News, 
Dover Public Library, Downtown 
Dover Partnership, First State Manu-
factured Housing Assoc., Kent County 
Tourism, Robbins Hose Co. No. 1, 
Councilman Gerald Rocha, Rachel 
Rohm, Paul Waddell, WBOC 16 / Fox 
21, Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Gigi Windley, and of course, your 
CDCC. Thank you to all for helping 
make this event a success again this 
year and showing your support for the 
community! 

Please note, Loockerman Street 
will be closed from 4 to 8 p.m., from 
Legislative Avenue to State Street, 
creating a “safe zone” for pedestrians. 

Mark your calendars, gather your 
friends, and bundle up with your local 
community as we celebrate the start of 
the joyful season of giving here in the 
heart of the First State – Downtown 
Dover!

This amazing event is just the 
beginning of the season’s festive 
fun taking place throughout Central 
Delaware. Be sure to check out the 
CDCC’s events calendar at www.cdcc.
net/events for more events to keep 
you in the holiday spirit all month 
long. We will be excited to see all of 
you at this fun, family friendly, start to 
the holiday season – Happy Holidays! 
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!

Special Feature
The Holiday Shopping Season Has Officially Started

The Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) presented its 22nd 
Annual Holiday Gift Auction on Friday, 
October 24th. Guests, members, 
friends, and Central Delaware’s public 
were invited to celebrate this merry 
kick-off to the holiday shopping season 
by placing their bids on close to 150 
unique items donated by our generous 
members. Presenting this annual 
event on a Friday took some of the 
“school night” stress off the attendees, 
and the event was a sensational 
success bringing in a large and merry 
crowd enjoying the festive vibe, casual 
networking, and friendly competitive 
bidding on the auction items. 

This mixer-style event was hosted 
by the wonderful and accommodat-
ing staff of the Delaware Agricultural 
Museum. We thank them so much for 
providing this beautifully expansive 
venue for this year’s event, not to 
mention all the advance setup and 
closing teardown that they took care 
of. Guests had baskets full of fun 
browsing and bidding on the unique 
collection of silent auction items to get 
their holiday shopping season off to a 
successful start. Then, they had even 
MORE fun watching and raising their 
paddles during the 3 live auctions. 
It’s always exciting to see the friendly 
competition that goes on between the 
bidders.

All proceeds from this event go to 
help support YOUR local chamber as 
we offer events and programs to aid 
in the business development of CDCC 
members and Central Delaware as a 
whole. Through the funds raised with 

your help, the CDCC can continue to 
provide programs, networking events, 
educational activities, and many other 
services that members can rely on to 
help them grow their businesses here 
in Central Delaware. To that we say, 
“Thank YOU!” Thank you for showing 
up, donating, sharing, bidding, and 
enjoying yourselves with us. We hope 
you had a wonderful time connecting 
with your local community and felt en-
couraged to continue shopping small 
this holiday season! 

The CDCC would like to thank our 
2025 Holiday Gift Auction donors, 
who make this event possible.  Silent 
auction item donors include:  A-FAB 
Property Professionals, Alternative 
Solutions, Artisans’ Bank, Bally’s 
Dover Casino Resort, Benvenuto, LLC, 
Brian & Heather Stetina, Brighton 
Suites Hotel, Bright Side Roofing, 
Caribbean Bush Tea, Cendel Founda-
tion, Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen, Ches-
apeake Utilities Corp., Chicka and 
Co, City of Dover, CNU Fit LLC, Coral 
Health, Crumbl Dover, Daily State 
News, DASEF - Delaware Aero Space 
Education Foundation, Dawn Curtiss 
- Independent Pampered Chef Con-
sultant, DE TURF Sports Complex, 

Delaware Agricultural Museum, 
Delaware Municipal Electric Corpo-
ration – DEMEC, Delaware Shoppes, 
Delaware State Parks, Delaware State 
Police Museum, Delaware Technical 
Community College - Terry Campus, 
Delaware Today Magazine, Del-One 
Federal Credit Union, Dover/Kent 
MPO, Dover Electric Supply Co., Inc., 
Dover Federal Credit Union. Dover 
Motor Speedway, Dover Place, Dover 
Pools, Dover Skating Center, Eye 
Specialists of Delaware, Faw Casson, 
FCCB, Fifer’s Farm Store & Kitchen, 
First Class Properties, First State 
Webfooters, Flight Club Uncorked, 
Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital, 
Grey Fox Grille, Harrington Raceway 
& Casino, Henlopen Candle Works, 
Hilton Garden Inn, Holy Cross High 
School, Home Instead, i.g. Burton, 
Instant Imprints, Jen-Mor Florist, 
Jonathan’s Landing, Kathy Kresko, 
Kent County Levy Court, Kent County 
Women’s Journal, Knights Fine 
Jewelry Ltd., Kraft Heinz Company, 
Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC, Liberty 
Tax, Lifestyle Document Management, 
INC, McDonald’s (Meoli Company), 
Meineke Car Care – Smyrna, Merrill 
Lynch - Connell, Alexander, Duncan, 

& Associates, Jayro Inc DBA Merry 
Maids, Miller Mortgage Group at 
Annie Mac Home Mortgage, Mispil-
lion River Brewing, Nutrihealth LLC, 
Quality Builders, Residence Inn Dover, 
Robin Christiansen - Mayor - City of 
Dover, Roma Italian Restaurant, Royal 
Prime Events, Sambo’s Tavern, Select 
Pizza and Grill, Shore United Bank, 
Skocik’s Discoveries and Collectibles, 
Smyrna School District, Special 
Touch Card Creations, Springhill 
Suites Frederica, State Farm - Bennett 
Insurance Agency, Texas Roadhouse, 
The AMC Museum Foundation, The 
House of Coffi, Travelin’ Tom’s Coffee 
Tea Beverage Truck, Tre Sorelle Dolce 
Ice Cream & Mini Golf, Valley’s LLC, 
Vida Brand Lab, Vincenzo’s Italian 
Restaurant & Gelato, Westminster 
Village, Westside Car Wash / Clean 
Car, Inc., Representative Lyndon D. 
Yearick, and YMCA Dover.

Live auction donors include: Benton 
& Shockley Law, B.I.G. Investment 
Services, Dean and Terry Blaha (LCD 
Class of 2004), C.S. Kidner Asso-
ciates / Capitol Strategies, Forever 
Media Inc., Grey Fox Grille, Bob 
and Diane Laird,  Janie Libby, Roma 
Italian Restaurant, Sayers Jewelers 
& Gemologists, Don Sloan, Colonel, 
USAF Reserve (ret.), Barbara and 
Paul Steele, Dr. Dina Vendetti, Wattay 
Accounting, and The Willis Group.

The CDCC would like to especially 
thank our premier sponsor: the City of 
Dover, for their impactful support in 
bringing this event to the community. 

Continued on Next Page
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Thank you to “Going, Going, Gone” 
Check-out Sponsor Artisans’ Bank. 
Live Auction Sponsor Del-One 
Federal Credit Union, “Let’s Make a 
Deal” Sponsor Hilton Garden Inn, 
and “Deal-icous Dishes” Sponsor 
Shore United Bank. Your support 
helped to bring this party to life.

In addition, a big “thank you” to 
Avelo Airlines and Tammy and Greg 

Ordway for donating the Florida 
Getaway prizes for the Holiday Gift 
Auction Special Raffle.

Special thanks also go out to auc-
tioneer Steve Harrell for his profes-
sional and playful management of the 
live auction, Top Spin Productions 
for their impressive job spinning our 
favorite tunes and providing sound 
support throughout the evening, and 
to culinary experts from Skyline 
Catering for the delicious and beauti-

fully presented cuisine. Plus, we ap-
preciate all the extra help we received 
from these volunteers: Angela 
Ceballos and the Wattay Accounting 
team, Judy Diogo, Kate Greene, Kathy 
Jordan, Janie Libby and the Leader-
ship Central Delaware Class of 2026.

Lastly, thank you to all our 
attendees this year. It was so fulfilling 
to be together with the community 
we love the most – YOU! This event 
is special because of you and your 

dedicated engagement and support 
of the CDCC. We can’t wait to see 
what next year’s event brings – Happy 
Holiday Season Everyone! Cheers to 
many more years of shopping/sup-
porting local at the CDCC’s Annual 
Holiday Gift Auction!

Continued from Previous Page 
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DOVER, DE – The Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) hosted a Ribbon-Cutting 
Ceremony on Friday, October 10, 
2025, to celebrate the newly-opening 
Books-A-Million in the North Dover 
Center at 1047 N. Dupont Highway, 
Suite 1049. Chamber members, 
friends, and local dignitaries joined 
the Books-A-Million team to cut the 
ribbon for the grand opening of their 
new Dover location. 

Books-A-Million provides an 
expansive selection of books, 
magazines, bargain books, collect-
ible supplies, toys, technology, and 
gifts, as well as special category 
shops within the store. Founded in 
1917 as a street corner newsstand 
in Florence, Alabama, Books-A-Mil-
lion, Inc. has grown to become the 
premier book retailing chain in the 
Southeastern United States, and 
the second largest book retailer in 

the nation. Based in Birmingham, 
Alabama, the company currently 
operates more than 260 stores in 32 
states and the District of Columbia. 

As part of the Books-A-Million 
opening events at their brand-new 
Dover location, they are hosting 
a special event with #1 New York 
Times bestselling author Lucy 
Score. Tickets for the event will 
include a copy of her latest book, 
Story of My Life. Reservations to 
attend this event can be made on 
the Dover location page on their 
website. 

Anyone interested in learning 
more about Books-A-Million can 

visit the store Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. or Sunday 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. You can also 
contact them at 302-237-7185 or 
www.booksamillion.com. 

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
the grand opening of the Dover 
Books-A-Million!

Ribbon Cuttings
CDCC Books-A-Million Grand Opening with Ribbon Cutting

DOVER, DE – The Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) hosted a Ribbon-Cutting 
Ceremony on Friday, October 17th to 
kick off the grand opening celebration 
for the new Curry Pizza House Dover, 
located in the Gateway West Shopping 
Center at 1030 Forrest Avenue, Unit 
103. Chamber members and friends 
joined Operating Principal, Nikhil 
Patel, and the entire Curry Pizza 
House team to cut the ribbon and 
officially welcome this new restaurant 
concept to Dover. Event attendees 
enjoyed complimentary pizza and 
drinks. 

Curry Pizza House offers delicious 
pizza and wings in both curry and tra-
ditional flavors, plus mouth-watering 
cocktails and mocktails. They believe 
that superior ingredients make all the 
difference. From sourcing the freshest 
vegetables daily, finding the highest 
quality spices and making their 

own dough in the store that is never 
frozen, they are constantly looking for 
ways to innovate and provide a fresh 
retreat from the everyday hustle and 
bustle of life. The restaurant’s fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere, teamed with 
their unique menu of Indian flavors 
and America’s favorite food (pizza!), 
plus big screen TVs and games galore 
provide patrons of all ages with a 
great mealtime experience.

When asked why they decided to 
open in Dover, Nikhil, a lifelong Del-
awarean, explained that they felt the 

local community needed a new type 
of restaurant. He went on to say, “The 
menu and ambiance at the Curry 
Pizza House are unlike anything 
Dover has ever seen.” 

When asked about their plans for 
community involvement, Nikhil said, 
“The owners of Curry Pizza House 
are already local business owners, 
so we are all excited to add another 
brand to the products and services we 
offer the community. Plus, we plan on 
continuing to build our relationship 
with the CDCC.”

The grand opening celebration 
will continue through the weekend 
with specials on pizza and wings, 
Happy Hour starting at 2 p.m. and 
loads of door prizes. Anyone inter-
ested in learning more about Curry 
Pizza House Dover can contact them 
at 302-552-1919 or www.currypizza-
house.com. 

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
and welcome Curry Pizza House 
to Dover and as a member of the 
CDCC!

CDCC Celebrates Curry Pizza House with Ribbon Cutting
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DOVER, DE – On Tuesday, October 
7, 2025, the Central Delaware Chamber 
of Commerce (CDCC) hosted a Rib-
bon-Cutting Ceremony for the new 
quick-service restaurant, Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers, at 1151 N. Dupont 
Highway in Dover. Chamber members, 
friends and local dignitaries joined area 
leader of marketing, Kevin Matthews, 
and the Raising Cane’s Crew to celebrate 
the grand opening of their first Dover 
restaurant and their second in Delaware. 
The celebration kicked off with the 9:15 
a.m. ribbon cutting, and then the restau-
rant opened at 9:30 a.m. for its first 
official day of business. They hosted an 
invitation-only event on Monday with free 
meals for their guests and to give their 
Crew some final training in advance of 
the grand opening on Tuesday.

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers 
serves only the most craveable chicken 
finger meals. As their founder and CEO, 
Todd Graves says, “It’s our ONE LOVE.” 
To put together these meals, their 
certified “Bird Specialists” hand batter 
premium chicken that’s marinated for 24 
hours, then cooked to order for fingers 
that are hot and tender down to the last 
bite. They don’t use any heat lamps in 
their cooking process, and every meal 
is cooked to order. Side dishes include 
Crinkle-Cut Fries made from center cut, 
Grade-A potatoes that are lightly salted 
with a crispy bite and a soft middle. 
And no meal is complete without their 

Texas Toast - pillowy pull-apart bread 
with just the right amount of butter and 
garlic…we’re already drooling. Also, on 
the menu is crunchy, cool and refresh-
ing cole slaw and their famous Iced 
Tea, brewed fresh several times a day, 
made with 100% pure cane sugar and 
served with crushed ice. Order sweet 
or unsweet and quench your thirst your 
way. Plus, they offer the taste of summer 
all year long, with Lemonade made from 
freshly squeezed real lemons.

Todd personifies the entrepreneurial 
spirit - the promise that with dedication, 
drive, hard work and a great concept, 
dreams can be achieved. Only 24 years 
old when he began his journey, Todd 
and his Crew have grown Raising 
Cane’s from a single restaurant at the 
north campus gates of Louisiana State 
University to one of the fastest-growing 
large restaurant brands in the U.S. As 
Founder, Todd remains actively involved 
with all aspects of the brand, making 
Raising Cane’s one of the few found-
er-led restaurant companies of its size. 
Area Leader Kevin notes that Central 

Delaware is an integral piece of the 
Raising Cane’s expansion plan in this 
region.

When asked about their plans for 
community involvement, Kevin said, “We 
are super excited to partner and build 
relationships within the community. 
Raising Cane’s supports over 30,000 
local organizations nationwide for 
causes that are close to our heart. We 
ground our involvement into five major 
pillars: Education, Pet Welfare, Feeding 
the Hungry, Active Lifestyles, and 
Entrepreneurship.” Todd adds to this by 
saying, “Being actively involved in our 
communities is a part of who we are and 

dates back to the early days of Cane’s. 
We are serving more than craveable 
chicken finger meals - we are serving our 
communities.”

Anyone interested in learning more 
about Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers 
can contact them at 302-660-4960 or 
https://raisingcanes.com.

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
and welcome Raising Cane’s Chicken 
Fingers to Dover and as a member of 
the CDCC!

DOVER, DE – On Wednesday, 
October 22nd, the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) cele-
brated the grand re-opening of Dover 
Place Senior Living Community with 
a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony at 1203 
Walker Road in Dover. Chamber 
members, friends, and local dignitar-
ies joined Executive Director, Queena 
Mast, Director of Project Devel-
opment for Inspirit Senior Living, 
Doug Blevins, and the Dover Place 
staff to cut the ribbon on their newly 
renovated building that has been 
completely re-done from a new roof 
to new flooring. In addition to the 
ribbon cutting, their grand re-opening 
celebration included exclusive tours, 
networking opportunities, refresh-
ments prepared by their dietary 
department, and a special raffle.

The staff at Dover Place are 
dedicated to honoring the whole 

person – body, mind, and spirit. 
Their values of integrity, compassion 
and love are lived out in their inspi-
rational environment and robust 
community. They foster health, 
well-being and joy, and they care 
about the residents’ unique gifts and 
life stories. Queena explained, “Our 
vision is that they will live their best 
life, whatever their age. We bring a 
joyful, authentic, and classy home to 
the elders we serve and care for.”

The Dover Place building was 
constructed in the early 90s, and 

this renovation, which started in the 
spring, is the first for this building. 
Now that they are open, they are 
offering daily tours and welcome 
their surrounding neighbors to tour 
the community. Queena added, “We 
are also inviting past families of 
Dover Place, and any local business 
representatives and partners to come 
for a tour.”

When asked about their plans for 
community involvement, Queena 
shared, “We have dreams to increase 
the community relationships our 

long-term staff and activities director 
has nurtured and grown over the 
years. Plus, we have been members 
of the CDCC for many years. It’s the 
best way to network and promote our 
newly renovated building.”

Anyone interested in learning 
more about Dover Place can contact 
them at 302-735-8800 or https://in-
spiritseniorliving.com/doverplace. 

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
the grand reopening of Dover Place!

Ribbon Cuttings
CDCC Hosts a Ribbon Cutting for Dover Place

CDCC Welcomes Raising Cane’s Restaurant with Ribbon Cutting
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Continued from Page 1
HOLIDAY PARTY

DOVER, DE – The Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) welcomed the European 
Wax Center to Dover on Wednesday, 
October 29th with a Ribbon-Cut-
ting Ceremony at their new Capital 
Station location, 50 N. Dupont 
Highway, Suite 5. Chamber 
members and friends joined Owner 
Dan Demasi, Center Managers 
Jessica Hennessey and Melissa 
Machado, and the entire European 
Wax Center staff to celebrate the 
opening. 

From selecting the ideal location, 
to building a state-of-the-art center, 
to hiring and training a team of 
highly skilled Wax Specialists and 
Guest Service Associates, every step 
of the opening has been focused on 
delivering an exceptional guest ex-
perience. Jessica explained how this 
opening elevates that experience, 
“We recognized a growing need 
from guests traveling from southern 
and central Delaware to visit other 
centers, and we wanted to provide 
them with a more convenient, 
high-quality option closer to home.”

	 European Wax Center spe-
cializes in full body waxing for both 
women and men. From brows to 
bikini, legs to arms, and everything 
in between, their licensed Wax Spe-
cialists use the exclusive Comfort 
Wax® – a proprietary, stripless hard 

wax designed to make the process 
as smooth and gentle as possible. 
Alongside their waxing services, 
they offer a full line of dermatolo-
gist-tested skincare products that 
complement and extend the benefits 
of waxing. 

The mission of the European Wax 
Center is to inspire confidence and 
reveal the best version of oneself by 
providing expert waxing services 
and cultivating safe spaces, to 
provide a welcoming and inclusive 
environment where every individ-
ual can enjoy the transformative 
benefits of waxing and revealing 
beautiful skin.

When asked about their plans 
for community involvement, Jessica 
shared, “As an individual, I love 
being a part of my community, my 
goal is to take the information I 
get from the CDCC and help my 
team find ways they can get more 

involved in our 
community that 
will be meaning-
ful for them. My 
personal favorite 
ways to give back 
to the community 
are volunteering 
and partner-
ing with other 
businesses in the 
area,” She went 
on to say, “At 
European Wax 
Center in Central 
Delaware, we 
see ourselves as 
more than just a 
business — we’re 
a neighbor and 
a partner to the 
community. We 
are new CDCC 
members, but 
we have already 
participated in 
CDCC events 
to strengthen community ties and 
support growth of other small 
businesses. We take pride in being a 
local employer that helps create op-
portunities for professional growth 
and development.” 

Anyone interested in learning 
more about the European Wax 
Center can contact them at 

(302)546-0600 or online under 
the “locations” link at https://
waxcenter.com. 

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to welcome 
their new Chamber member, the 
European Wax Center, to Dover!

Ribbon Cuttings
CDCC Welcomes European Wax Center with Ribbon Cutting

celebrate and thank their employees. 
Consider treating your work family to an 
evening of holiday fun with the CDCC! 
We have a festive evening planned for 
you and your special guests. All you need 
to do is secure your tickets right away! 
Space is limited, and this event always 
sells out! 

Tickets for the CDCC Holiday Party 
are only $40 each and include an 
amazing menu of delicious Italian foods, 
a drink ticket for your choice of beer or 
wine, live music, and an evening filled 
with joyful fun, lively conversation, and 
plenty of laughs.

We’d like to thank our businesses 
who have chosen to sponsor this merry 
holiday event (as of 10/24/25): Bally’s 
Dover Casino Resort and Weiner 
Benefits Group. Additional sponsor-
ship opportunities are available for 
this popular holiday event by contact-

ing Cindy Friese at 302-734-7513 or 
cfriese@cdcc.net. 

A special thank you to Joe and Kristin 
Garramone and the whole Roma team 
for their warm hospitality and for serving 
as our hosts for the evening. Be sure to 
share a hearty holiday wish with them 
when you greet them. 

For more information or to register 
for the Holiday Party, please call the 
CDCC today at (302)734-7513, email us 
at adminassistant@cdcc.net or register 
online at www.cdcc.net/events. It’s the 
most wonderful time of the year, and we 
look forward to celebrating the holidays 
with you on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 
Roma Italian Restaurant from 5 - 7:30 
p.m.! 

Complimentary Portfolio Review Personalized Financial Strategies Strategic Planning

Christopher Smith 
Financial Advisor, CFP® , AAMS®

302.735.8770

WE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCAL
AND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
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future. What a great way to start off 
your 2026 business calendar!

	 Guests can expect to hear 
from a panel of experts whose 
expertise is economic endeavors. 
They each will focus on one 
economic area: the local community, 
the state, or the nation. These knowl-
edgeable specialists will provide 
valuable insights into economic 
trends, challenges, and opportunities 
that affect our region. During the 
program, there will be time to ask 
questions of the speakers.  So, make 
time now to begin thinking about 
your 2026 New Year financial reso-
lutions and the questions you might 
have for this team of experts. They 
can share valuable insight to help 

set up your business for a successful 
year. Watch for more details, as the 
list of speakers is confirmed. 

	 Prior to the program, guests 
will be able to meet with fellow 
prominent leaders of the Central 
Delaware and State of Delaware 
community. You’ll be able to connect 
with fellow business profession-
als, industry leaders, and potential 

partners who share your vision 
for Central Delaware’s economic 
success. This event is a superb 
networking event for all business pro-
fessionals looking to make 2026 the 
best economic year for themselves, 
both personally and professionally, 
so don’t forget to bring plenty of 
business cards.

In addition to the wealth of 
knowledge that you’ll receive at the 
Economic Forecast, you’ll enjoy a 
delectable breakfast prepared by 
Skyline Catering to energize you for 
the day. 

We all understand that economic 
forecasts are predictions and there 
is room for error even with the 
most educated assumptions. They 
can, however, demonstrate for us 
the general direction in which the 

economy is moving – and that can 
be very helpful.  We look forward to 
seeing you at this event where we 
can all learn pertinent information 
about our region’s financial health 
which will help to inform our fiscal 
decisions for the year to come!

Mark your calendar today and 
be part of the conversation that 
will shape the way we approach 
business in 2026. Registration is 
now open. Tickets are $30 each 
for CDCC members, and $40 each 
for non-members. Register now for 
Wednesday, January 14th from 7:30 
- 9:30 a.m. for the CDCC’s Annual 
Economic Forecast Breakfast. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
For more information or to register, 
visit www.cdcc.net/events or call 
(302) 734-7513.

Continued from Page 1
ECONOMIC FORECAST

Continued from Page 1
SUNSET MIXER

market value of homes in the area. 
It is their goal to always provide you 
with superior service. The CDCC is 
excited to welcome the community to 
the Bryan Realty Group for a relaxing 
evening home for the holidays.  

This evening promises to offer an 
exceptional blend of business, fun, 
and community. Don’t forget to drop 
your business card in the silver bowl 
when you check in at the CDCC reg-
istration table. You could even walk 
away with a cool door prize, be the 
next Member of the Month, or win 

the 50/50 cash raffle! Woohoo! Make 
sure to stay until the end to see if 
your card is drawn to be the winner!  

The CDCC loves to see the room 
filled with like-minded local profes-
sionals – like YOU – engaging with 
other members and learning about 
how their businesses can work 
together to grow and strengthen 
Central Delaware. That is why we 
gladly offer this event every month. 

Don’t forget that you are welcome 
to bring a business guest to the 
Sunset Business Mixer. We are 
always interested in sharing our story 
of building local businesses with 
potential members. So, add them to 
your registration list when you call 
us. Remember, guests can attend 
two Mixers before membership is 
required to attend future events. 

Also, Mixer attendees are encour-
aged to bring a door prize to share 
with the lucky winner. It’s a great way 
to showcase your business and create 
a lasting impression.

We look forward to having you join 
us at the CDCC’s Sunset Business 
Mixer at Bryan Realty Group on 

Wednesday, November 19th, from 
5 – 7 p.m. Don’t miss this chance to 
make valuable connections and have 
a memorable evening with fellow 
professionals. The CDCC thanks the 
Bryan Realty Group in advance for all 
their help and hard work in making 
this event a success!

For more information or to 
register, please visit our website at 
www.cdcc.net/events, or contact us 
at (302) 734-7513! Let’s all spend 
this Sunset Business Mixer home 
for the holidays! We can’t wait to see 
you there!

Save Money with the Downtown Dover Dollars
Downtown Dover is once again 

offering special savings for shoppers 
during the holiday season with a 
Buy One Get One (BOGO) sale on 
Downtown Dover Dollars.  That’s 
right! Buy a Downtown Dover 
Dollars Gift Card between Saturday, 
November 22nd and Monday, 
December 1st in values of $15, $20 or 
$25 and get an additional card of the 
same value for FREE! Plus, you can 
purchase up to 4 cards. 

You can give the cards as gift or 
keep some for yourself. You have a 
whole year to use them.  What a great 
way to stretch your shopping dollars 
this holiday season while shopping 
local!   

For more information including a 
list of the participating businesses 
or to purchase cards, please visit 
the Downtown Dover Partnership 
website at www.downtowndoverpart-
nership.com. 
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New Member Spotlights
The CDCC Welcomes Do Care Doula Foundation

Meet New CDCC Member Aurivian Shine

Do Care Doula Foundation Inc. is 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
improving maternal health and support-
ing families in Central Delaware. Our 
programs include a food and basic needs 
pantry, diaper bank, support groups, 
quarterly community baby showers, 
childbirth and lactation education, period 
supplies, and more.

The organization is unique because 
it serves the entire community with 
a special focus on pregnant and new 
parents. Their approach blends practical 
resources with compassionate care, 
ensuring families not only receive 
support but also feel valued and uplifted.

Erica M. Allen is the Executive 
Director/Founder of the Do Care Doula 
Foundation Inc. She is a Kennett Square, 
Pennsylvania native and a proud mother 
of four. Her professional background is 
as a Licensed Practical Nurse and Doula, 
but her life experiences—overcoming 
homelessness, food insecurity, and the 
challenges of raising children—are what 
fuel her passion for this work. She has 
lived in Delaware since 2001 and loves 

giving back to the community that has 
become her home.

The mission for Do Care Doula Foun-
dation Inc is their dedication to holistical-
ly supporting families during pregnancy, 
birth, and well beyond. They are 
committed to reducing maternal health 
disparities by addressing the physical, 
emotional, and educational needs 
that often impact outcomes for under-
served and marginalized communities. 
Through compassionate care, advocacy, 
and access to essential resources, they 
nurture the overall growth and well-being 
of every family they serve.

When Erica was asked why she 
became a member of the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC), she explained, “I joined the 
Chamber to build connections and 
network with other businesses in the 
area. Although I am not originally from 
Delaware, I have seen the growing needs 
of this community over the years. I 
believe that with the support and collabo-
ration of fellow Chamber members, I can 
continue to strengthen our mission and 
expand our impact.”

Their GROWTH: Family Resource 
Center is currently located at 125 W. 
Loockerman Street in Downtown Dover 
and is open Tuesday – Thursday, 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. On January 1, 2026, they 
are relocating to 202 W. Loockerman 
Street. For more information on Do 
Care Doula Foundation Inc. including 
their services, events and opportunities 
to support their mission, visit them at 
www.dcdfde.org or connect with them 
on Facebook. 

Please join the CDCC in shining the 
spotlight on new Chamber member Do 
Care Doula Foundation Inc.!

Aurivian Shine LLC is a profes-
sional cleaning company serving 
Central Delaware and surrounding 
areas. They specialize in both res-
idential and commercial cleaning, 
helping their clients maintain 
pristine spaces that reflect the 
highest standards of cleanliness.

They offer a full suite of 
cleaning services for offices, retail 
spaces, apartments, single-family 
homes, condos, and more. Their 
team handles everything from 
routine cleaning to deep cleans, 
always with an eye for detail and 
customer satisfaction.

Michael Perkins, the CEO of 
Aurivian Shine LLC, has called 
Central Delaware home for several 
years now, after moving here to 
pursue new opportunities and 
build a business rooted in service. 
His background is in environ-
mental cleaning. He started this 
company after recognizing both 
the demand for quality cleaning, 
and his own entrepreneurial 
drive. Outside of work, he enjoys 
spending time with his family, 
exploring local parks, and staying 
active in the community.

Aurivian Shine LLC stands 
out because of their unique 
commitment to reliability, pro-
fessionalism, and eco-conscious 
cleaning practices. Since Michael 
worked in the environmental 
cleaning industry, he saw firsthand 
the difference that a dedicated, 
well-trained team makes. They 
pride themselves on personalized 
service, flexibility, and a genuine 
investment in their clients’ well-be-
ing.

When Michael was asked 
why he became a member of 
the Central Delaware Chamber 
of Commerce (CDCC), he 
explained, “Joining the Chamber 
was a natural step for me and for 
Aurivian Shine LLC. I believe in 
building strong local partnerships 
and supporting the growth of our 
regional business community.” 
He went on to say, “I’m excited to 

connect with fellow members, 
share resources, and contribute 
to Central Delaware’s continued 
success. The Chamber offers 
valuable opportunities for net-
working, learning, and collabora-
tion—exactly the kind of environ-
ment where businesses like mine 
can thrive.”

You can learn more about 
the services offered by Aurivian 
Shine LLC and request a quote 
by visiting their website at www.
aurivianshine.com. They’re 
also active on Facebook, where 
they share updates and connect 
with the community. For direct 
inquiries, Michaels says to feel 
free to call them at 302-240-0604 
or email them at info@aurivian-
shine.com.

Please join the CDCC in 
welcoming new Chamber 
member Aurivian Shine LLC!
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Ambassador’s Corner
Hello, my name is Jennifer Jurczak, 

and I’m a Business Relations Specialist 
with the Delaware Department of 
Labor.

For nearly 25 years, I’ve worked with 
Delaware businesses to help them grow 
and succeed by connecting them with 
great people and practical workforce 
solutions. I support employers with 
services designed to meet their 
staffing and development goals—
whether they’re expanding, hiring, or 
strengthening their teams. We also offer 
hiring and training incentives on a case-
by-case basis, which can help offset 
costs and support long-term success.

We work with job seekers from all 
walks of life, with a wide range of skills 

and education levels—from recent 
graduates to professionals. Whether a 
business is hiring for entry-level roles 
or seeking specialized skills, we help 
match them with strong candidates and 
provide tools to support onboarding and 
retention.

I’m passionate about helping 
businesses build strong, effective teams. 
I also enjoy making connections that 
benefit both employers and job seekers. 
Even if a solution falls outside what the 
Department of Labor offers, I’ll do my 
best to point you in the right direction.

As a Chamber ambassador, I love 
helping new members feel welcome 
and confident as they get involved. I’m 
always happy to make introductions, 

spark conversations, and help people 
find the connections that matter.  If 
you’re seeking support, resources, or 
introductions, feel free to reach out—I’d 
love to be part of your success story.

Chamber membership is one of 
the best ways to grow a business. 
The relationships, resources, and 
opportunities it creates are truly 
valuable—and I’m proud to be part of it.

Contact:  Jennifer.Jurczak@delaware.gov   
302-857-5862

Jennifer Jurczak

Congratulations - You’re a 10!
“Congratulations – You’re a 10!” is designed to recognize, congratulate and

 highlight recently renewed members who are celebrating membership anniversaries in increments of 10.

Tell us about your business/organization.  
After 20 years of working for a large corporation, 

I realized customers deserved better. That’s why I 
started providing competitive and reliable fire sprin-
kler and fire extinguisher services directly. When 
you call, you’ll speak with me—not a call center or 
multiple people—so you get the answers and ser-
vice you need right away.

Tell us about your role in the business/organi-
zation.

I oversee every aspect of the day-to-day opera-
tions—personally handling service calls, repairs, 
and inspections. I also prepare proposals and 
ensure you have clear answers to any questions. 

Tell us something that makes your business/or-
ganization unique.  

My priority is to be there for customers—person-
ally handling phone calls and making site visits to 
ensure clear answers and effective solutions.

What do you see for the future of your business/
organization?

My vision is sustainable growth, to foster trusted 
customer relationships, provide an excellent work 
environment for future employees, and build a 
respected business within the community.

How has the Chamber helped your business/
organization grow? 

The Chamber has provided excellent network-
ing opportunities, allowing me to connect with 
professionals from a variety of industries and build 
valuable relationships.

What is your best advice to other businesses/
organizations?  

The Chamber is the best place to grow your 
network, and customer service should always stay 
at the center. My advice for fire protection is this: 
don’t wait until it’s too late. Many people don’t think 
about it until they need it. Make sure your fire sprin-
klers and extinguishers are maintained so you’re 
always protected.

NAME: Matthew McCarville
TITLE: Vice President
BUSINESS: American Fire Protection
ADDRESS: 4729 Neals School Road, Seaford, DE. 19973

HOURS: 7am – 5pm with 24-hour service
PHONE: 302-519-5045
WEBSITE: American-fireprotection.com 
EMAIL: matthew.mccarville@american-fireprotection.com 

Member of the Month

50 
YEARS   

Dawson Bus Service, Inc.

10 
YEARS   30 

YEARS   
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Ambassador’s Corner

Congratulations - You’re a 10!

How has the Chamber helped your business/
organization grow? 

The Chamber has provided excellent network-
ing opportunities, allowing me to connect with 
professionals from a variety of industries and build 
valuable relationships.

What is your best advice to other businesses/
organizations?  

The Chamber is the best place to grow your 
network, and customer service should always stay 
at the center. My advice for fire protection is this: 
don’t wait until it’s too late. Many people don’t think 
about it until they need it. Make sure your fire sprin-
klers and extinguishers are maintained so you’re 
always protected.

Artistic 
Additions 
Tattoo

Larry	
Normile

462 North Dupont 
Highway Dover DE 19901 302-264-9135

EOS Worldwide 
- Peak 
Performance 
Global Services

Mark	
O’Donnell 18261 Alpine Loop Lewes DE 19958 610-554-4773

Ivan Traverso - 
ADT Security

Ivan	
Traverso 140 Quigley Blvd New Castle DE 19720 302-747-0760

Pole Buildings 
Unlimited Inc

Shontee	
Sensenig 575 N Dupont Hwy Dover DE 19901 302-399-4420

Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers

Jason	
Thompson

1151 N. Dupont 
Hwy Dover DE 19901 302-660-4960

Celtic Legacy Inc 
dba Sheridan's 
Irish Pub

Jennifer	
Sutter

44 West Commerce 
St Smyrna DE 19977 302-531-5577

Dover Federal Credit Union 53

Dawson Bus Service, Inc. 50

Dover Air Force Base 50

Dover Post 50

Teal Construction, Inc. 41

Capital Inn of Dover 39

Wilmington University 39

512th Airlift Wing 36

Comcast 36

Magnum Electronics, Inc. 33

Del-One Federal Credit Union 32

Quality Builders Inc. 31

POLYTECH Adult Education 30

Comcast Advertising 27

C.S. Kidner Associates/Capitol Strategies 25

Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc. 23

Taylor & Messick, Inc. 22

WBOC TV 16 / FOX 21 21

Delaware Aero Space Education Foundation 19

The Emory Hill Companies 18

Towles Electric Inc. 18

Diamond State Pest Control, LLC. 16

Blue Hen Apts LLC 15

Pressley Ridge 14

Westside Family Healthcare 14

Delaware Division of Libraries 12

Harvest Years Senior Center 12

Bright Side Roofing 11

Montrose Environmental Solutions, Inc. 11

The Salvation Army 10

Barkley Heating & Air, LLC 7

Century Engineering, Inc. 7

Delaware Technical Community College - 
Terry Campus

7

American Kidney Care of Dover 6

Brighton Suites Hotel 6

Central Delaware Housing Collaborative 6

Smyrna High School 6

Dover Family Housing ~ Hunt Military 
Communities

5

Skocik's Discoveries and Collectables 4

Scouting America - Del-Mar-Va Council 3

Loft Realty 3

Royal Prime 3

Beach Babies Child Care 2

Commercial Insurance Associates, Inc 2

PLACERS / PLACERS Professional 2

Zip Code Wilmington 2

Club Fitness Dover 1

Esperanza Events & Consulting LLC 1

Priority Pro Wash 1

RENEWALS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 - THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWAL!

Coffee  
On Us! 

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 
Tre Sorelle Dolce  
The Central Delaware Chamber of  

Commerce would love to connect you with 
something delicious! The photograph on our front 

pageheader changes each month, depicting pictur-
esque and unique locations right here in Central 
Delaware. These photos are the subject of our 

monthly “Coffee On Us” contest. 
If you recognize the location of the header picture 
on our front page, be the FIRST PERSON to CALL 
the CDCC Office (302-734-7513) with the correct 

answer and you will win a $10 gift card to:

You’ll also see your picture and  
your company name on our Facebook page  

– and, of course, you’ll win  
bragging rights for the month! 

The winner of the October “Coffee On Us” Contest was 
Amanda Mendoza from Esperanza Events & Consulting LLC 
who correctly identified the photo on the front page as the 

Grey Fox Grille. Congratulations, Amanda, and thank you for 
playing our game!

***Please note that the same person is qualified to win the  
Coffee on Us Contest only twice per calendar year.***

Company Name Company NameYRS YRS

NEW MEMBERS

Has YOUR BUSINESS been 
featured in a Spotlight 
article for the 
Chamber Connections?

It‘s easy to do: Answer a few
questions, send us your logo 
and a photo. That’s all !  
We’ll  take care of the rest!

Hey, New Members!

Email Heather at marketing@cdcc.net 
to get more details,  and the list
of questions so you can be featured, too! 


