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Mark your calendar now for 
Wednesday, January 14th for the 
Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) 12th Annual 
Economic Forecast Breakfast. You can 
plan on enjoying a morning of financial 
insight, encouraging community 
updates, and networking as we take a 
close look at the economic outlook for 
our lively community in The Looking 
Glass at Polytech Adult Education, 823 
Walnut Shade Rd., Woodside. This 
popular event is always enlightening 
and informative for professionals at 
all levels from all types of businesses. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
this intriguing information designed to 
shape your business as the new year 
begins. 

The Economic Forecast Breakfast 
is much more than a look back at 
Central Delaware’s past year, it’s also 
a thought-provoking glimpse into the 

future. For more than a decade, this 
event has grown to become a corner-
stone of the Central Delaware business 
community, attracting leaders, entrepre-
neurs, and professionals, like you, from 
all sectors together in one location to 
learn, network, and collaborate. 

The event will feature keynote 
speakers and industry experts who 
will share their insights into the 
economic trends and opportunities 
shaping Central Delaware. You can 
expect to hear from leaders discuss-
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Have you ever been at a Sunset 
Business Mixer and seen Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) members receive their 5 Star 
Pins or have you seen photos of these 
presentations in the Chamber Connec-
tions newspaper and wondered, “What 
is this mysterious secret club, and 
how do I get a 5 Star pin?” While the 5 
Star program might seem mysterious, 
it’s no secret that the CDCC stands 
ready to assist you as you grow your 
business and this program can help 
you along the way. 

The 5 Star program is designed 
to help you get the most out of your 
CDCC membership by identifying your 
unique business needs and estab-

lishing what programs and events 
will accomplish this goal. Once you 
complete your 5 Star Journey Map, you 
will receive your 5 Star status and the 
coveted gold pin. This special status 
will distinguish you as an engaged 
member of our 5 Star Accredited 
Chamber.

Both new and current members can 
earn a 5 Star status by completing a 
series of tasks. There are a variety of 
tasks to choose from, so you can easily 
pick the ones that interest you and 

What is the Five Star Program?

Continued on Page 14

As many of you probably know, 
when information is grouped in 
threes, it is easier to remember. 
Thus, on Wednesday, January 
28, 2026, the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
members, potential members, and 
guests are invited to a sure-to-be 
memorable evening of three events 
grouped into one. This Trifecta 
event is a Sunset Business Mixer, 
Member 2 Member Expo, AND a 
CDCC Showcase all in one evening! 
Kick off the New Year right with 

the CDCC as we mix & mingle, 
shine a light on our members and 
showcase the CDCC. This is the 
perfect event for existing members 
to invite prospective members or 
any newcomers who are interested 
in being part of an organization that 
connects businesspeople, just like 

we do! Of the 80+ events organized 
yearly by the CDCC, there isn’t one 
quite like this one. Start spreading 
the news about this trio of events 
now! 

As it is one of the CDCC’s four 
pillars, networking is extremely 
valuable to us, and we know that 
it is an important element of not 
only your business, but of doing 
business in Delaware in general. 
Our Sunset Business Mixers are 
fun, inviting, upbeat, and you’ll 

The Power of THREE!
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Calendar of Events

Shop Your Hometown!
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January 1st - 4th				  

New Year’s Holiday	 Office Closed
Thursday, January 8th		

Leadership Central Delaware	
8:00am - 5:00pm, 	Media & 
Communications Day

Thursday, January 8th		
Member Orientation		
12:00pm - 1:30pm, via Zoom

Tuesday, January 13th		
CDCC Board Meeting		
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Wednesday, January 14th		
Economic Forecast Breakfast	
7:30am - 9:30am, POLYTECH

Wednesday, January 14th		
Marketing Committee Meeting	
2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day	 Office Closed

Tuesday, January 20th			 
LCD Steering Committee Meeting	
12:00pm - 1:00pm, CDCC Conference Room

Thursday, January 22nd		
Capital Briefing Reception		
5:00pm - 7:00pm, Roma Italian Restaurant

Wednesday, January 28th		
Ambassador Committee Meeting	
3:30pm, TBD

Wednesday, January 28th		
Sunset Business Mixer / Member 2 Member 
Expo / CDCC Showcase		
4:00pm - 7:00pm, TBD
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JANUARY
Monday, December 1st			 

CDCC Executive Committee Meeting	
8:00am - 10:00am, CDCC Conference Room

Tuesday, December 2nd			 
CDCC Holiday Party        		     
5:00pm - 7:30pm 	Roma Italian Restaurant

Thursday, December 4th		
Leadership Central Delaware	                
8:00am - 5:00pm 	Health and Human 
Services Day

Thursday, December 4th			 
Kent County Open for Business	
8:30am - 10:00am, Kent County Levy Court

Thursday, December 4th		
Capital Holiday Celebration		
5:00pm - 8:00pm, Downtown Dover

Tuesday, December 9th			 
CDCC Board Meeting		
7:30am - 8:30am, Faw Casson

Wednesday, December 10th		
Marketing Committee Meeting	
2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom

Thursday, December 11th		
Member Orientation		
8:30am - 10:00am, via Zoom

Tuesday, December 16th			 
LCD Steering Committee Meeting	
12:00pm - 1:00pm, CDCC Conference Room

December 22nd - 31st		
Christmas Holiday	 Office Closed
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AN INDUSTRY EXCLUSIVE CDCC MARKETING PACKAGE!

Thank you to the CDCC Cornerstones!

The CDCC is your opportunity hub!

435 N. DuPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901
302.734.7515   info@cdcc.net

www.cdcc.net

Many years ago, I learned a wonderful 
definition of “community” from a young 
student teacher – and it has shaped my 
understanding ever since.  He said that 
the experience of “community” looks 
like this:  to know and be known, to love 
and be loved, to serve and be served, 
to celebrate and be celebrated.  That 
definition just screams “connections,” 
doesn’t it?  People love to feel connected 
and that’s what motivates the creation of 
communities. When I ponder that defi-
nition, I immediately think of my experi-
ence here in Central Delaware!  

As your opportunity hub, your 
Chamber is in the business of connec-
tions.  We connect people to educa-
tional opportunities, to legislation and 
lawmakers, to opportunities to tell their 
stories (marketing), and to each other in 
networking experiences.  If you want to 
be connected, we’re your people!

During this holiday season, we want 
to connect you to the special joy that 
comes with shopping in your hometown.  
A study was conducted regarding 
shoppers’ feelings about online shopping 
vs. in-person shopping.  The study found 
that, while shoppers enjoy the conve-
nience of shopping online, 92% of them 
miss the opportunity to shop in person.  
In a follow up question, the study discov-
ered that what people missed the most 
about shopping in person was the experi-
ence of connecting with the shop owners 
and other customers.  Doesn’t that speak 
to the human need for community? 

Shopping in your own hometown 
gives customers a way to connect and 
to make a difference, not only for the 
person receiving the items purchased, 
but also for the shop owners and 
workers.  Local shopping means more 

dollars added to the local economy.  
Local shopping means unique items 
that not every person already has.  Local 
shopping means personal experienc-
es and real conversations with real 
people.  Local shopping means making 
an investment in… there it is again… 
COMMUNITY.  One could actually 
consider local shopping as an act of 
community service.  

We understand that the big box stores 
and online shopping venues promise 
to make shopping easy.  Their methods 
of easy payment and lightning-speed 
delivery go a long way to ease our minds 
(and sometime wallets) when making 
sure that the perfect gift can and will 
arrive right on time.  These kinds of ex-
periences have a definite place in society 
and in our lives – and they bring a 
service to consumers that is wanted and 
needed.  We are not asking or suggesting 
that you give them up. 

What we are asking is simple: FIRST, 
shop your hometown – shop locally.  Go 
to the small businesses, seek out original 
and innovative ideas for gifts, experience 
the connections… FIRST.  If, after that, 
you find yourself needing a few more 
items or suddenly need a gift at the last 
minute, then do whatever you need to do 
and turn to big box and online options.  
Just don’t go there FIRST.  

Your CDCC wishes you all the best 
as you go about your preparations for 
this holiday season.  We look forward 
to seeing you at our various events 
and activities – and at local shopping 
venues right here in Central Delaware.  
We are thankful to be at the heart of 
this community with you and we look 
forward to many days and years of 
knowing, loving, serving, and celebrating!  

To advertise in the Chamber Connections, please contact the
 Daily State News at adsupport@iniusa.org

How to Make Your Home More Energy Efficient This Winter
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How to Make Your Home More Energy Efficient This Winter
Winter brings freezing tempera-

tures, snowstorms, strong winds, 
heavy rain, and even ice buildup on 
gutters—all of which can cause energy 
bills to soar. As homeowners, we’re 
always looking for ways to save energy, 
reduce costs, and protect our most 
valuable investment: our homes.

Below are simple yet effective steps 
you can take to improve winter energy 
efficiency. From major upgrades to 
small, budget-friendly changes, G. 
Fedale Roofing & Siding is here to 
help you stay warm and reduce energy 
waste this season.

1. Improve Your Home’s Energy Effi-
ciency With Key Winter Upgrades

Did you know that basic home 
improvements can significantly boost 
energy efficiency? Larger upgrades—
like replacing old windows or adding 
insulation to your attic, crawlspace, or 
garage—provide long-term savings and 
comfort.

As a trusted contractor in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Maryland, G. Fedale Roofing & Siding 
offers free consultations and estimates 
for windows, doors, roofing, siding, 
insulation, and more. We’ll help you 
choose the right improvements for 
your home and budget.

2. Simple, Affordable Steps to 
Reduce Winter Energy Costs

Not all improvements require 
a major investment. These small 
upgrades can reduce your energy 
usage immediately:

• Switch outdated bulbs to modern 
LED lights

• Install a programmable or smart 
thermostat

• Replace old showerheads with 
high-efficiency, low-flow options

These small changes add up—espe-
cially during long winter months.

3. Seal Air Leaks to Stop Heat Loss 
and Improve Comfort

Hidden cracks, gaps, and worn 
materials around your home can leak 
warm air and let in cold drafts. G. 
Fedale can inspect and seal:

• Roof penetrations
• Chimney and flashing areas
• Siding transitions
• Window and door frames

• Weathered or damaged exterior 
components

Proper sealing and insulation can 
reduce energy bills by up to 20% while 
keeping your home more comfortable.

4. Schedule a Winter Roof Inspec-
tion to Prevent Heat Loss

Winter can quickly worsen roof 
issues like loose shingles, ventilation 
problems, or damaged flashing. A 
seasonal roof inspection helps identify:

• Early signs of leaks
• Ice dam risks
• Insufficient ventilation
• Weather wear from past storms
Fixing small problems now prevents 

major energy loss and costly repairs 
later.

5. Improve Attic Insulation and 
Ventilation for Better Winter Perfor-
mance

Proper attic insulation and ventila-
tion are key parts of energy efficiency. 
Balanced intake and exhaust ventila-
tion can:

• Reduce heat loss
• Minimize ice dams
• Prevent moisture and mold
• Improve HVAC performance

G. Fedale can assess your attic 
system and recommend upgrades to 
keep your home healthy and energy 
efficient.

6. Upgrade Drafty Doors and 
Windows for Better Insulation

Old or poorly sealed doors and 
windows can dramatically increase 
heating costs. Consider:

• Replacing drafty exterior doors 
with energy-efficient steel or fiberglass

• Repairing flashing or replacing 
seals around existing windows

• Installing more efficient window 
options when needed

These upgrades help eliminate cold 
drafts and significantly improve overall 
winter comfort.

7. Repair or Upgrade Siding to 
Reduce Winter Drafts

Aging or damaged siding can 
let cold air penetrate your walls. 
Upgrading siding—or adding insulated 
housewrap during repairs—helps 
maintain your home’s thermal 
envelope.

G. Fedale offers multiple siding 
options to boost insulation, durability, 
and curb appeal.

8. Keep Gutters Clean to Prevent Ice 
Dams and Water Damage

Clogged or damaged gutters can 
cause ice dams, forcing water under 
shingles and into your home. Gutter 
cleaning and repairs help:

• Prevent roof leaks
• Reduce heat loss
• Protect your home’s exterior
• Ensure proper winter water 

drainage
A simple seasonal cleaning can 

prevent major winter headaches.

Get Winter-Ready With G. Fedale 
Roofing & Siding

Improving winter energy efficien-
cy doesn’t have to be complicated. 
Whether you’re ready for big upgrades 
or want help tackling small fixes, G. 
Fedale Roofing & Siding is here to 
guide you.

Contact us today at www.gfedale.
com for a free estimate, and let’s 
discover the best winter efficiency 
solutions for your home and your 
family.
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Harrington Raceway & Casino’s Mid-Del Foundation 
Awards $125,000 in Grants to Local Charities

 The season of giving came 
early in central Delaware this 
year as Harrington Raceway 
and Casino was pleased to host 
multiple recent fundraising events 
for local charitable organizations.

A check for nearly $9,000 
was presented to the Ronald 
McDonald House of Delaware 
with proceeds from a September 
21 fundraiser on the central Dela-
ware-based property.

The event was part of a long-
standing partnership with the 
casino and the Ronald McDonald 
House of Delaware lasting more 
than a decade where more than 
$100,000 cumulatively has been 
raised over the years.

“I am very fortunate to work for 
a company that believes so much 
in giving back to the community,” 
said Harrington Raceway and 
Chief Operating Officer of Hospi-
tality Hank Rosenberg, who also 
serves on the Advisory Board 
for Kent and Sussex County for 
the Ronald McDonald House of 
Delaware. “Over 25% of families 
staying with Ronald McDonald 
House of Delaware are from Kent 
and Sussex Counties, so this 
fundraiser certainly supports our 
local community. Every nonprofit 
in the country is facing budgetary 
challenges and the money raised 
in this promotion is so helpful for 
the RMH to fulfill its mission.”

Ronald McDonald House of 
Delaware’s mission is to provide 
housing for families of seriously 
ill children who need a place to 
stay while their child receives 
treatment. 

Harrington Raceway and 
Casino’s charitable arm, the 

Mid-Del Foundation worked 
with sponsor Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka on a “Cocktails For 
Charity” promotion that raised 
$6,000 each for the Food Bank 
of Delaware and The Make-A-
Wish Foundation’s Philadelphia/
Susquehanna Valley/Delaware 
chapter. Like RMDH, both 
charitable organizations have 
a long-time partnership with 
the casino. The Food Bank of 
Delaware distributes food across 
the state through a vast network 
of partners, while Make-A-Wish’s 
mission is to create life-changing 
wishes for children with critical 
illnesses.

“Tito’s Handmade Vodka is 
proud to support non-profits in 
our communities through Love, 
Tito’s, the philanthropic initia-
tive of Tito’s Vodka,” said Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka Sales Coordi-
nator Nick Frigo. “Locally, we are 
pleased to announce in cooper-
ation with Harrington Raceway 
and Casino, $6,000 in donations 
have been made to Make-A-Wish 
and the Food Bank of Delaware! 
Please go to titosvodka.com/
love-titos to learn more.”

These events underscore the 
Kent County-based property’s 
strong community partnership 
that has helped a host of local 
non-profits. This fall the Mid-Del 
Foundation once again awarded 
$125,000 in grants to 37 local 
charitable organizations.

To learn more about the 
Mid-Del Foundation, visit 	
https://casino.harringtonraceway.
com/mid-del-foundation.

Pictured from left to right are Harrington Raceway and Casino’s Director of Public Relations Matt 
Sparacino, Ronald McDonald House of Delaware’s Shawna Steinmann, HRC’s Assistant Director of 
Marketing Joanne Durham, HRC’s COO of Hospitality Hank Rosenberg and Cindy Olsavsky of RMDH.

From left to right (Bottom row):    Matt Sparacino, Breakthrough Beverage’s Taylor Rutkoske (Sales 
Representative), Food Bank of Delaware’s Chad Robinson (Vice President External Affairs), Food Bank of 
Delaware’s Larry Haas (Chief Developmental Officer) and HRC and Food Bank of Delaware Board Member 
DJ Silicato (Executive Director of Food and Beverage), HRC’s Assistant Food and Beverage Director 
Madeline Scott
(Top row): Tito’s Handmade Vodka’s Nick Frigo (Sales Coordinator), Breakthrough Beverage’s Kendall Roy 
(Account Specialist), HRC’s Hank Rosenberg and Tito’s Handmade Vodka’s Adam Forman (PA/Delaware 
State Manager)

Bottom row: Matt Sparacino, Kendall Roy, Make-A-Wish Volunteer Donna Ratledge, Hank Rosenberg, 
Madeline Scott, Adam Forman Top row: Taylor Rutkoske, Nick Frigo, DJ Silicato

Royal Prime Offers High-End Experiences for Your Special Events
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Nestled within the heart of the 
resort world in Dover, Delaware, 
Royal Prime Events and Steakhouse 
brings together venue versatility, tech-
nological sophistication, and culinary 
flair in one seamless event destina-
tion. Our dynamic space and flexibil-
ity allows planners to enjoy a unified, 
efficient approach without juggling 
multiple vendors or managing unnec-
essary complications. Whether you’re 
planning a high-stakes corporate 
summit, a milestone wedding cele-
bration, or an unforgettable mixer, 
we offer the infrastructure, staff, and 
ambience to make your gathering 
not just successful, but memorable. 
We provide a consistent, high-quality 
experience that adapts to your vision.

Our location inside the resort and 
casino complex is one of our greatest 
strengths. With state-of-the-art con-
ference centers, modern technology, 
and spacious meeting rooms, we 
provide an environment designed 
for comfort, convenience, and 
professional polish. When you host 
your event with us, you’re stepping 
into a space intentionally crafted to 
elevate every aspect of your experi-
ence. Our dedicated team ensures 
you are supported from the earliest 
planning conversations through the 
final moments of your event, offering 

attentive service every step of the 
way.

Our connection to food and 
hospitality runs deep. Located 
alongside the in-house Royal Prime 
Steakhouse, we deliver catering 

that reflects elevated cuisine, expert 
preparation, and attentive service. 
Culinary quality is woven into every 
event we host. Whether you choose 
a plated dinner, specialty service, or 
creative menu options, your guests 

will enjoy meals that are thoughtfully 
prepared and beautifully presented. 
Here, food is not an afterthought, it is 
a centerpiece of the experience.

At our Royal Prime Steakhouse, 
we raised the standard of fine dining 
in Dover. Located inside the resort 
complex at 1131 N. Dupont Hwy., we 
specialize in premium steaks, chops, 
and exceptional steakhouse fare 
made with only the finest ingredi-
ents. Combining expert preparation, 
a refined atmosphere, and attentive 
service, we’re not just serving dinner, 
we’re crafting a remarkable culinary 
experience. Whether you’re dining for 
a special occasion, hosting a private 
event, or simply treating yourself, we 
deliver quality, style, and unforgetta-
ble flavor.

Several advantages define what 
we offer: one-stop convenience with 
venue, lodging, dining, and enter-
tainment all under one roof; modern 
technology and virtual planning 
tools; versatile ambience suitable for 
both business and celebration; and 
elevated catering that enhances every 
gathering.

To learn more about Royal Prime 
Events and Steakhouse and the 
services that we offer, please call 
Event Manager Clair Weber at (302) 
857- 2127 or email her at clair@
royalprimeevents.com. 

Royal Prime Offers High-End Experiences for Your Special Events
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Education is More than Facts – It’s About Learning How to Learn
From learning the skill of tying 

a shoe to mastering the skill of 
employing the most intricate tech-
nologies available… from the art of 
connecting with people to the depths 
of scientific research… from the 
basics of good manners and proper 
hygiene to the complexity of people 
groups and sociological trends… our 
county’s educational system covers 
a lot of ground!  November’s Leader-
ship Central Delaware Class of 2026 
spent a whole day learning the ins 
and outs of what makes education 
strong, relevant, and vibrant.  At 
every level of instruction, our 
students are learning amazing things 
about how to live and work - and 
serve the community at large.  

Our LCD Class of 2026 began 
their day at Wilmington University’s 
Dover campus.  After a delicious 
breakfast designed to fuel the group 
for the morning, they had the oppor-
tunity to learn from the university’s 
Assist Vice President Academic 
Affairs & Partnerships, Dr. Kathy 
Kennedy-Ratajack.  A graduate of 
Wilmington University, Kathy was 
able to highlight the school’s mission 
and areas of emphasis, as well as 
a number of leadership lessons, 
through the story of her own leader-
ship journey.  As she took the class 
through the chapters of this journey, 
they learned about listening, decision 
making, perspectives, and personal 
assessment.  It was an impactful 
time for our class members and 
a great way to begin a day about 
learning!  

Next on the agenda, the Chief 
Financial Officer of the Capital 
School District, Adewunmi Kuforiji, 
spent some time sharing the vision, 
mission, and priorities of the district.  
The team of educational profession-
als in the district across the various 
grade levels are all working toward 
a common goal: preparing students 
for college and careers.  “We want 
to ensure that our students are 
ready to work in your businesses.  
The success of your organization is 
our success!”  Ade emphasized the 
importance of a common vision, not 
only for the whole organization, but 
for the smaller space in which one 
works.  He shared his vision for the 
finance department:  “We make sure 
there’s money in the bank, everyone 
gets paid, and the lights are on.”  

In closing, Mr. Kuforiji left the 
group with a short list of impactful 
leadership tips.  “Leadership is 

all about people – if you don’t do 
people, don’t be a leader; Always lead 
with a heart – but partner that with 
knowledge and strength; Disagree-
ments are okay, but always leave 
people whole; and remember that, as 
a leader, you serve the followers – it’s 
not about you, it’s all about them.” 

At this point in the day, the Class 
of 2026 boarded a school bus and 
made their way into downtown 
Dover.  Dr. Terrell Holmes, Dr. 
Quiana Hutchins, and Claudette 
Bradley welcomed the class into 
Delaware State University’s (DSU) 
Schwartz Center for the Arts.  
The university has recently made 
much-needed updates, repairs, and 
renovations to various spaces in the 
Schwartz.  Dr. Holmes shared with 
the group that, moving forward, 
the theater on DSU’s main campus 
would be used for campus pro-
ductions and activities, while the 

Schwartz Center will be used for 
public events.  He shared that DSU 
is eager to welcome the public into 
this beautiful space dedicated to 
the enjoyment of the arts and that 
they are pleased to announce a 
full calendar of events for the next 
several weeks.  

From the Schwartz, the group 
walked to DSU’s C.U.R.E., it’s 
Center for Urban Revitalization 
& Entrepreneurship.  Dr. Michael 
Casson, DSU’s Dean of the College 
of Business, shared that this new 
business incubator offers office 
spaces and services to people who 
are interested in beginning new 
businesses.  C.U.R.E. members 
are invited to take advantage of the 
meeting rooms, common areas, 
on-site staff, and more as they work 
to bring innovative and impactful 
businesses to Kent County.  This site 
offers new entrepreneurs access to 

a diverse network of mentors and 
industry professionals and promises 
to go a long way in providing a stable 
foundation on which to build a new 
business. 

The next stop on a day of learning 
about learning was the First State 
Military Academy (FSMA) in Clayton, 
Delaware.  On the Academy’s 
campus, class members were intro-
duced to Principal Blair Newman, 
Col. Robert Wallace, and an impres-
sive group of cadets.  “Learning 
today; Leading tomorrow,” a motto of 
FSMA, was embodied by the cadets 
who led a presentation that told the 
story of the academy.  LCD Class 
of 2026’s time at First State was 
completely directed by the students – 
and each student was well-prepared, 
spoke confidently, made incredible 
eye contact, and took control of their 
portion of the presentation.  It was 
an amazing experience to witness 
the school’s mission of prioritizing 
honesty, integrity, teamwork, and 
commitment as it played out through 
every step of the discussion.  

LCD Education Day ended at 
Smyrna High School where Jay 
Davis, Career & Technical Education 
Specialist and CDCC Board Member, 
and a team of student ambassadors 
shared information about various 
Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) programs.  These programs 
offer students opportunities to earn 
college credit and industry certifi-
cations, while gaining work experi-
ence through hands-on learning and 
internships.  The class toured several 
departments, met instructors, and 
learned about the various pathways 
offered like art, marketing, welding, 
and more.  Smyrna High School is 
definitely setting the standard for 
CTE in our region!  

In this world of fast paced trends 
and technological advances, it is 
obvious that the role of teacher is 
no longer to bestow on students all 
the knowledge they will ever need 
to be successful.  The mission of the 
teacher has evolved over time into 
helping students master the art of a 
skill that they will use for a lifetime 
of contributing to the workforce… the 
skill of how to learn!  It is through 
a life-long habit of learning that our 
students will move through their 
levels of education, the ranks of their 
vocation, and emerge as the leaders 
who will take us into the future.  

Photos on Next Page
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Mastering the Art of Leadership
Over nearly 25 years, Leadership 

Central Delaware (LCD) has come to 
be known as the “diamond” program 
of the CDCC. This impactful program 
is extremely valuable in many ways 
– just like the finest diamonds. LCD 
is designed to introduce a class of 
emerging leaders to the various 
economic drivers of Kent County so 
that they can learn how the leaders 
of those organizations operate, as 
well as to familiarize them with the 
county’s most influential businesses. 
Over LCD’s 10-month experience, 
connections are made, skills and 
strategies are shared, a growing 
awareness takes root, and leaders 
definitely emerge!  

Your Chamber is now ready to help 
those LCD graduates by providing 

guidance and direction for the next 
steps in their leadership journeys. 
The CDCC is proud to launch LCD 
Mastery in January of 2026 as a 
pilot program! LCD Mastery, offered 
to graduates of LCD, is a 10-week 
program that invites individuals on 
a personal and professional journey 
towards living leadership. LCD 
Mastery promises class members an 
opportunity to take a comprehensive 
look within, in order to maximize 
their strengths and discover strate-
gies for overcoming their personal 
challenges.  

During the interactive and 
engaging class sessions, class 
members will be immersed in 
thoughtful discussions led by local 
experts that will ultimately help 

them to develop their own unique 
leadership style. These conversa-
tions will address necessary skills 
and strategies for becoming effective 
and impactful leaders – topics will 
include goal setting, vision casting, 
communication, time management, 
the art of negotiation, having hard 
conversations, and much more! As 
participants set priorities based on 
self-study, work to create goals, learn 
the impact of accountability, and 
discover the joy of achievement goals 
will be reached, confidence will be 
built, and a lifetime of creative leader-
ship will begin. 

LCD Mastery is open to all LCD 
graduates who are employed by a 
CDCC member business.  The tuition 
for this incredible pilot program 

is $1,000 for all 10 sessions. LCD 
Mastery is set to begin on Friday, 
January 23rd and run through Friday, 
March 19th.  Class will be held from 
8:30 – 10am. In order to foster active 
participation from each participant 
and a high level of trust, this pilot is 
designed to accommodate no more 
than 10 participants.  

For more information or to 
apply for LCD Mastery, contact 
Dina Vendetti at the CDCC office 
by phone (302)734-7513 or email 
at dvendetti@cdcc.net.  The CDCC 
is pleased to be able to bring 
this life-changing program to our 
members as we start the new year 
together mastering the art of leader-
ship! 

Thank you
to our Sponsors!

Confirmed as of 9/18/25
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Member News 
‘Gift of Lights at Dover Motor Speedway’ 

Returns for the Holiday Season
The holiday spirit will sparkle 

once again during the return of 
the “Gift of Lights at Dover Motor 
Speedway” drive-thru light show at 
The Monster Mile.

 The fourth annual Gift of Lights 
event will illuminate the camp-
grounds of Dover Motor Speedway 
nightly from Thanksgiving through 
Jan. 4, featuring more than 100 
festive scenes and 2.5 million lights 
along an almost two-mile pathway 
winding through the property.

 Gift of Lights is presented by 
Winterland, Inc., a holiday décor 
and lighting firm based in Marion, 
Ind., with more than 30 years of 
experience. Partners in the event 
include the Delaware Lottery, Carter 
Machinery, Visit Central Delaware 
and Cracker Barrel.

 The schedule for the in-car experi-
ence includes:  

Regular Hours
Sunday-Thursday: 5-9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 5-10 p.m.
Holiday Hours, Sunday, Dec. 21 
through Sunday, Dec. 28
All days: 5-10 p.m.

 Tickets are available online at 
GiftOfLightsDover.com or can be 
purchased upon arrival. No res-
ervations are necessary. Vehicles 
should enter the display through 
the entrance at 1229 Persimmon 
Tree Lane and will exit onto Leipsic 
Road. Follow posted signs for traffic 
flow and up-to-date information.

Several themed and discount 
nights are planned for Gift of Lights, 
including:  

 $5 Military Mondays, Dec. 1 
and Dec. 8: All active-duty airmen, 
reservists, guardsmen, guardians 
and veterans with valid IDs receive 
admission for $5 (for them and their 
carload).

Monday, Dec. 1: Pajama Night 
($5 off per car if wearing pajamas).

Tuesday, Dec. 2: Giving Tuesday 
($5 off per car). Speedway Chil-
dren’s Charities, Dover Motor 
Speedway chapter is the beneficiary 
of this discount.

Wednesday, Dec. 3: Pet Night ($5 
off per car if you bring a furry friend).

Wednesday, Dec. 10: Christmas 
Sweater Night, presented by 
Delaware Lottery (Wear your most 
festive holiday sweater for $5 off per 
car).

All nights: $5 discount for 
military members and parties that 
bring a canned good, which will 
be donated to the Food Bank of 
Delaware.

 Discount nights require purchase 
at the entrance to receive the 
discount (they can’t be purchased 
in advance online to receive the 
discount).

 “Gift of Lights has quickly become 
one of our most beloved annual 
traditions,” said Mike Tatoian, Dover 
Motor Speedway’s president and 
general manager. “It’s a privilege to 
welcome families back for the fourth 
straight season and celebrate the 

holidays together here at in Kent 
County.”

Follow Gift of Lights on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok, Find more 
information on the Dover Motor 
Speedway event at GiftOfLights-
Dover.com.

Keep track of all of Dover Motor 
Speedway’s events by following on 
Facebook, X, the platform formerly 
known as Twitter, Instagram and 
TikTok (@MonsterMile). Keep up 
with all the latest information on 
DoverMotorSpeedway.com and our 
mobile app.  
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Dover Motor Speedway once 
again hosts the only First State 
stop on Wreaths Across America’s 
annual trek down the East Coast to 
honor America’s heroes laid to rest 
at Arlington National Cemetery on 
Thursday, Dec. 11. This marks the 
second annual visit to Dover Motor 
Speedway for the event.

 Wreaths Across America’s 60-
vehicle convoy of tractor-trailers, 
Patriot Guard riders, veterans, Gold 
Star Families and first responders 
will parade through Delaware before 
arriving in Dover at the Monster 
Monument at Victory Plaza for a 
ceremony before making its way to 
Arlington.

 The festivities will be hosted by 
Matt Pencek, on-air host of WRDE 
Coast TV.

The Thursday, Dec. 11 schedule 
includes (all times approx.):
3:15 p.m.: Convoy arrival at Dover 
Motor Speedway via Leipsic Road, 
featuring approximately 60 vehicles, 
including 13 tractor-trailers, 15 
passenger vans, Patriot Guard Riders, 
law enforcement escorts, Gold Star 
family members, and first responders.
3:45 p.m.: Free remembrance 
ceremony begins at the Monster 
Monument at Victory Plaza, Dover 
Motor Speedway’s iconic 46-foot 
landmark honoring Monster Mile 

champions. The one-hour program 
will feature patriotic presentations, 
wreath ceremonies, representa-
tives from Dover Air Force Base, 
community and political leaders, 
musical tributes, special guest 
speakers, and a military flyover.
5:15 p.m.: Convoy departs Dover 
Motor Speedway, continuing its 
journey to Arlington National 
Cemetery ahead of National Wreaths 
Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 
13, 2025.

 The event is free and open 
to the public. Free parking is 
available on Dover Motor Speedway 
property and guests should enter 
via Leipsic Road (not the Bally’s 

Dover entrance on Rt. 13). In case 
of inclement weather, the event will 
move indoors to Bally’s Dover Rollins 
Center ballroom, and signage on event 
day will direct fans accordingly.

 The tradition of placing handmade 
balsam veterans’ wreaths on fallen 
heroes’ graves began with the 
Worcester Wreath Company of 
Harrington, Maine, in 1992. Related 
wreath-laying ceremonies are now 
held each December at 5,500-plus 
participating U.S. locations and 
overseas. 

 “We are honored to once again 
host Wreaths Across America’s 
wonderful holiday tradition as it 
makes its way to Arlington National 
Cemetery,” said Mike Tatoian, Dover 
Motor Speedway’s president and 
general manager. “This event is a 
powerful recognition of the men and 
women that have carried the cost of 
freedom on their shoulders. We’re 
inviting the whole community to 

enjoy the ceremony with us on 
Thursday, Dec. 11.” 

Dover Motor Speedway partners 
who are volunteering their time and 
talent to help produce this event 
include the following: Bally’s Dover, 
Collective Event Group, City of Dover 
Fire Department, City of Dover Police 
Department, Delaware Department 
of Transportation, Delaware State 
Police, International Sound Cor-
poration, Kent County Department 
of Public Safety, Paramedics & 
Ambulance support, M&M Parking, 
Mission BBQ, and Waste Masters 
Solutions.

 Keep track of all of Dover Motor 
Speedway’s events by following on 
Facebook, X, the platform formerly 
known as Twitter, Instagram and 
TikTok (@MonsterMile). Keep up 
with all the latest information on 
DoverMotorSpeedway.com and our 
mobile app.  

Member News

Wreaths Across America Escort Making an 
Important Stop at Dover Motor Speedway
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Member News
KSI Continues Renovations to Meet Participants’ Needs

From the outside, the Milford 
Skill Development Center for 
Kent-Sussex Industries (KSI) is 
an unassuming warehouse with a 
parking lot, a glassed-in entrance, 
and a large American flag flying 
over the door. But, once you walk 
through the door, the vibe shifts to 
an energy-filled space where people 
are getting things done and enjoying 
every minute of it. In the past few 
years, the not-for-profit KSI has been 
evolving opportunities for people 
with developmental disabilities by 
expanding the work and non-work 
pathways of the programs at their 
Milford Skill Development Center. 

Since the 1985 opening of this 
facility in Milford, the activities there 
have been geared towards employ-
ment training. That all changed in 
2022 when KSI started renovating 
the southern end of the center into 
a closed training space to promote 
personal training and engagement. 
This included putting up walls and 
drop ceilings in some of the large 
warehouse areas to create a more 
intimate and quieter environment 
that fosters focus and interaction.

The first stage of this renovation 
was completed in the fall of 2023 
with the introduction of the Life 
Enrichment Program Area. This 
program is designed to teach life 
and independence skills, which 
includes self-care, safety, social-
ization, and participation skills 
for experiencing activities such as 

community trips, clubs, cultural 
engagement, and volunteering.  
The majority of the funding for this 
portion of the renovation was proved 
by a State of Delaware Community 
Reinvestment Fund grant as part 
of the State Bond Bill, and KSI 
provided the remaining funding 
from their financial resources.

The next stage of the renovation, 
the Pre-Vocational and Life Skills 
Training Areas, was completed just 
this past summer. The pre-vocation-
al training being taught in one area 
of this renovated space includes 
communication skills, workplace 
conduct, job-seeking abilities like 
resume writing and interviewing, 
and worksite safety. The new life 
skills training area is outfitted with a 
working washer and dryer, refrigera-
tor and stove, dining tables, bed and 
more. Participants who are seeking 
to live more independently can 

practice the skills they need for daily 
life. The majority of the funding for 
this stage came from an ARPA grant 
administered through Kent County 
Levy Court, with additional funding 
coming from the State of Delaware 
Community Reinvestment Fund 
“mini” Bond Bill, and a donation by 
WSFS Cares Foundation. 

There are still more exciting ren-
ovations planned for the northern 
wing of the Milford Skill Develop-
ment Center that will encompass 
both Pre-Vocational Training and 
employment training production 
space. The ultimate goal is to help 
individuals gain skills for commu-
nity-integrated employment. There 
will be a Capital Campaign coming 
in the next year to fund this next 
phase of the master renovation plan, 
as well as replacing the center’s 
roof.

Partnering with the business 
community is still an important part 
of what they do at KSI. During the 

CDCC’s recent tour 
of the renovations 
at KSI, CEO Heath 
Chasanov, talked 
about these partner-
ships, “Our par-
ticipants do some 
production work 
for our partner 
businesses at our 
Milford Center, 
while others are 

trained to eventually work on site 
at the business.” These employers 
include Procter & Gamble, DAFB, 
Kraft Heinz and Merck & Company, 
along with others. The KSI partici-
pants do a variety of jobs including 
prep lab trays, box baby wipes, 
and repackage boxed food items. 
They also sort the mail and run the 
customer service department at the 
DAFB Post Office. Heath goes on 
to say, “The beauty of what we do is 
guarantee that our team will show 
up for work as scheduled. They are 
always happy to do the job, and they 
are hard workers. Their work ethic 
is bar none.”  

The biggest misconception that 
people have about KSI is the thought 
that there are things that the KSI 
participants can’t do. “We can be 
an asset to your business and the 
community,” Heath explains. KSI’s 
business partners don’t look at them 
as a charity donation, KSI and their 
participants are considered an asset 
to their company. 

Looking to the future, funding 
is the biggest concern for KSI and 
their participants. With the uncer-
tainty surrounding Medicaid, and 
the increasing costs of healthcare 
and housing, the Foundation, and 
corporate and private funding 
partnerships will be a large part of 
ensuring that people with disabilities 
have the highest success moving 
forward in their lives.

In addition to funding, KSI is 
continuing to seek more companies 
to partner with for employment 
opportunities for their participants. 
If you would like to learn more 
about KSI, donate to their mission, 
or employ their participants, please 
contact CEO Heath Chasanov at 
chasanovh@ksiinc.org or 302-422-
4014. You can also visit them online 
at www.ksiinc.org. 

Heath Chasanov
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Member News

WinterFest Downtown Dover: A Fresh Tradition 
Reimagined for 2026

Downtown Dover is gearing up 
for one of its most exciting winter 
celebrations yet. Formerly known as 
Fire & Ice, the festival has been re-
imagined, expanded, and reborn as 
WinterFest Downtown Dover. This 
will be a two-day event designed 
to bring families, visitors, and the 
business community together in the 
heart of Delaware’s capital city.

Taking place January 16–17, 
2026, WinterFest will transform 
downtown into a sparkling 
cold-weather destination filled 
with artistry, entertainment, and 
community spirit. Last year’s festival 
brought hundreds of visitors into 
the downtown area, many of whom 
stopped into The Hive to learn more 
about Dover’s ongoing transforma-
tion. This year, WinterFest aims to 
build on that momentum while intro-
ducing new elements that highlight 
the continued revitalization of our 
city center.

Visitors will enjoy live ice carving 
demonstrations from the expert 
sculptors at Glacial Ice Works, 

including large-scale centerpiece 
sculptures and a growing number of 
sponsored installations throughout 
the festival footprint. The weekend 
will also feature fire performers, 
glowing evening displays, food 
vendors, music, children’s activi-
ties, a family miniature rideable 
train, and the return of the popular 
s’mores stations—a favorite for 
families.

WinterFest will span Loocker-
man Way Plaza and extend toward 
City Hall, the Dover Public Library, 
The Schwartz Center, and The 
Biggs Museum, with programming 
planned throughout both days. One 
of last year’s surprises was how 
long the sculptures lasted. The cold 
January temperatures created an 
impromptu week-long “extended 
exhibition” that continued to draw 

visitors downtown well after the 
event.

More than a winter celebration, 
WinterFest shines a light on the 
forward momentum happening 
downtown within the broader 
Capital City 2030 plan, a com-
munity-driven initiative focused on 
creating a vibrant, walkable, and 
connected city core. With major 
redevelopment projects underway, 
a growing slate of events, and rising 
energy from local businesses, 
WinterFest represents both cele-
bration and invitation: a chance for 
the region to gather, explore, and 
experience the future of downtown 
Dover firsthand.

Sponsorship opportunities are 
available, and entities supporting 
Main Street Dover, DDP’s 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit entity receive charitable 
donation receipts. To learn more or 
become a partner, visit WinterFest-
DowntownDover.com
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Member News
Downtown Dover Dollars Return to Delight Deal Seekers

Downtown Dover is once again 
offering special savings for shoppers 
during the holiday season with a 
Buy One Get One (BOGO) sale on 
Downtown Dover Dollars.  That’s 
right! Buy a Downtown Dover Dollars 
Gift Card between Monday, December 
15th and Friday, December 19th in 
values of $25, $50 or $75 and get 
one additional card of the same value 
for FREE! (Limit 1 bonus gift per 
purchaser.)

You can give the cards as gift or 
keep them for yourself. You have a 
whole year to use them.  What a great 
way to stretch your shopping dollars 
this holiday season while shopping 
local!   

For more information including a 
list of the participating businesses 
or to purchase cards, please visit 
the Downtown Dover Partnership 
website at www.downtowndoverpart-
nership.com. 

never know who you’ll meet! Be sure 
to bring plenty of business cards to 
share with other attendees and for 
entering the drawing to be the next 
CDCC Member of the Month or door 
prize winner. CDCC mixers on their 
own are a proven method for area 
businesses to stay connected and 
build their success together with 
other like-minded members of the 
community. Informal conversations 
and introductions have big impacts, 
and the CDCC is proud to organize 
a time and place for these relation-
ships to begin, and to witness their 
journey of growth for years to come.  

This Mixer Event builds on the 
power of networking by adding both 
a Member 2 Member (M2M) Expo 
and CDCC Showcase to the evening’s 
agenda! The CDCC appreciates any 
opportunity to shine the spotlight on 
our amazing members. That is why 
twice a year we invite members to 
secure tabletop displays at a M2M 
Expo to connect face-to-face with the 
community to generate quality leads, 
increase their brand exposure, and 
to network with other businesses. 
Tabletops are available for purchase 
for only $125, but don’t delay reg-
istering your table. We only have a 
limited number of spots available on 
a first-come first-served basis.

The third prong of this net-
working event features the CDCC 
Showcase. This portion is designed 
to help members and prospective 
members fully understand the value 
and benefits the CDCC offers our 
members. Information tables will 
feature our four pillars: Education, 
Legislation, Marketing and Network-
ing. The displays will help guests 
understand how the Chamber assists 
its members in each of these areas. 
Do you have friends or business 
colleagues who might benefit from 
a chamber membership? Consider 
inviting them to this informa-
tion-filled evening and let them 
witness firsthand what a chamber 
membership can do for them. The 
Showcase is also a great way for 
our veteran 
members to 
get up to date 
on all the new 
programs and 
events their 
membership 
has to offer. 
It’s a win-win 
for all!

Whatever 
the reason 
that encour-
ages you to 
attend and 
bring a guest 
with you, the 
CDCC can 

promise you that it will be time 
well-spent. Come have an enjoyable, 
engaging, and educational evening 
with your community as we work 
together to build the future of 
Central Delaware one handshake, 
relationship and conversation at a 
time. 

For more information or to 
register for this three-in-one 
evening of networking and informa-
tion sharing, please call the CDCC 
office at (302) 734-7513. You can 
also register online through our 
Calendar of Events at www.cdcc.
net/events. We look forward to 
seeing you on Wednesday, January 
28, 2026, from 4 – 7 p.m. at a soon-
to-be-announced location!  

Continued from Page 1
BUSINESS MIXER 

On Monday, November 24th, 
members of the CDCC Board of 
Directors hosted an open discussion 
with our congressional delegates and 
their staff members about several 
current issues.  The group met with 
Senator Chris Coons, Senator Lisa 
Blunt-Rochester, and Congresswom-
an Sarah McBride.

Members of the Board shared 
their concerns and real-life expe-
riences with the members of the 
delegation on the topics of Health 
Care Costs and Energy (cost and 
capacity).  The delegates were given 
an opportunity to respond.  The 
discussion provided opportunity for 
follow-up questions and give and 
take on these pressing matters. 

With alarm bells sounding and 
large increases showing up on 
insurance premiums, the uncer-
tainty surrounding Medicaid and 
Medicare, and the changes being 
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Downtown Dover Dollars Return to Delight Deal Seekers
Special Feature

Congressional Delegation and Board Members
 Meet to Discuss Top Issues

On Monday, November 24th, 
members of the CDCC Board of 
Directors hosted an open discussion 
with our congressional delegates and 
their staff members about several 
current issues.  The group met with 
Senator Chris Coons, Senator Lisa 
Blunt-Rochester, and Congresswom-
an Sarah McBride.

Members of the Board shared 
their concerns and real-life expe-
riences with the members of the 
delegation on the topics of Health 
Care Costs and Energy (cost and 
capacity).  The delegates were given 
an opportunity to respond.  The 
discussion provided opportunity for 
follow-up questions and give and 
take on these pressing matters. 

With alarm bells sounding and 
large increases showing up on 
insurance premiums, the uncer-
tainty surrounding Medicaid and 
Medicare, and the changes being 

made with energy regulations, there 
was plenty to be discussed. The 
congressional delegates seemed 
engaged and motivated to spend the 
hour answering questions, hearing 
concerns, and sharing insights. 

The delegation shared their efforts 
to make bipartisan changes to bring 
down health care costs and concerns 
that we are currently in a crisis that 
needs to be addressed immediately. 
In the short term, our delegates are 
working to extend the Affordable 
Care Act for at least one year and 
extend health care tax credits until a 
long-term solution can be found. 

In the long term, the consensus of 
the delegation to reduce health care 
costs is to get everyone on health 
insurance so that the cost is shared 
across a larger number of people. 
Whatever decisions are ultimately 
made, it was agreed that the House, 
Senate, and the White House all 

need to be involved in the deci-
sion-making process, and whatever 
the ultimate health care program 
looks like, there needs to be program 
integrity. Senator Coons stated, “It 
can’t continue to change every time 
a new administration comes on 
board.”

Regarding energy, the congressio-
nal team shared information about 
the skyrocketing demand for energy 
that has been triggered by the rising 
use of AI and the increasing number 
of data centers needed for this new 
technology. The importance of both 
natural gas and Small Modular 
Reactors (SMR) was discussed, 
along with the point that the US is 
fortunate that we are energy self-suf-
ficient and not relying on China or 
India for our energy. As with health 
care, it was brought up that there’s 
a need for the same energy policies 
across each administration to keep 

consistency and build certainty in 
the business world. 

At the end of the conversation, 
CDCC VP Legislative Affairs 
Committee, Scott Kidner, and CDCC 
President, Dina Vendetti, thanked 
the delegates for meeting with the 
group, for their hard work on our 
behalf, and for all they do to assist 
and support the small business 
community. 

The CDCC would also like to 
thank Chesapeake Utilities for 
hosting the event in their beautiful 
conference room, and the CDCC 
Board Members who presented 
their real-life experiences on the two 
topics of the day: Janell Upton from 
Dover Federal Credit Union, Laura 
Garofoli from Lean on Me Caregiv-
ing, Nick Polcino from Bally’s Dover 
Casino Resort, and Dean Holden 
from Chesapeake Utilities. 
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ing the economic outlook for the local 
community, the state, the nation and 
beyond. From the latest developments 
in technology and innovation to the 
challenges and solutions in our rapidly 
evolving market, this event promises 
to be a valuable resource for anyone in 
business.

Attendees will hear from David 
Boothe, Founder and President of 
B.I.G. Investment Services. David has 
been serving individual investors as 
a full-service financial advisor for 25 
years – guiding his clients through the 
Dot Com Crash in 2000 and subsequent 
recession, 9/11, the 2008/2009 financial 
crisis, the COVID Pandemic of 2020 and 
the 2022 inflation scare. He has helped 
many clients achieve their retirement and 

other financial goals through some of our 
country’s most trying times. Committed 
to remaining a student of his profession, 
he has attended numerous continuing 
education courses throughout the years 
including Stanford Graduate School of 
Business, Executive Education Program. 
He and his firm are deeply involved with 
the community. The CDCC appreciates 
David and his team’s service and gener-
osity to the CDCC, and we’re excited for 
everyone to hear his educated hypotheses 
on the economy for 2026.  

A soon-to-be-announced representative 
from the State will speak on how Central 
Delaware will be affected by the planned 
allocation of federal and state funds for 
2026. Additional topics reviewed could 
include how tax dollars are being spent, 
changes in statewide economic trends, 
and the Governor’s Fiscal Year 2026 
Budget. 

In addition, Linda Parkowski, 
Executive Director of the Kent Economic 
Partnership (KEP), will discuss economic 
prosperity of Central Delaware in the 
coming year. As anyone who knows her 
can attest, Linda is passionate about 
enticing businesses to come to Central 
Delaware, which affects the quality of 
life for all residents and visitors. She’ll 
explain how the work of the KEP and the 
growth they have facilitated in Central 
Delaware could impact your financial 
decisions in the New Year. 

Guests at the event will be able to ask 
questions of the speakers and meet with 
fellow prominent leaders of the Central 
Delaware and State of Delaware commu-
nities. You’ll connect with fellow business 
professionals, industry leaders, and 
potential partners who share your vision 
for Central Delaware’s economic success 

This event is without a doubt a 
superb networking event for all business 

professionals looking to make 2026 the 
most prosperous year for themselves, but 
personally and professionally. Plus, you’ll 
enjoy a delicious, hearty breakfast buffet 
with plenty of steaming hot coffee catered 
by Skyline Catering.

We look forward to recognizing 
Central Delaware’s economic excellence 
with you at the 12th Annual Economic 
Forecast Breakfast on Wednesday, 
January 14, 2026, from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. 
at The Looking Glass at Polytech Adult 
Education 823, Walnut Shade Rd., 
Woodside.

Tickets for this event are only $30 for 
CDCC Members and $40 for non-mem-
bers. Call the CDCC today at (302) 
734-7513 to register by the Tuesday, 
January 6th deadline. Visit www.cdcc.
net/events for more information. 
Together we can continue to build a 
bright future for Central Delaware and 
get the New Year off to a strong start! 

Continued from Page 1
ECONOMIC FORECAST 

Special Feature

Introducing the CDCC’s NEW Keystone Package
Over the last couple of years, we 

have fielded many requests from you, 
our members, for a comprehensive ad-
vertising package designed to shine a 
spotlight on your company in a big way. 
What we heard from you is an appeal 
for a package that offers a variety of 
opportunities to expand your brand 
and increase name recognition here in 
Central Delaware. You are looking for 
an impactful way to share your story – 
and the CDCC is just the powerhouse 
that can help you achieve this!  

We are pleased to announce 
a brand-new, industry-exclusive 
Keystone Package! When you become 
a Keystone Partner, you will be given 

a year-long opportunity to shine a light 
on your business and what you are 
doing for the community through our 
broad and varied marketing outlets. 
This package promises a presence on 
the CDCC website, in our Chamber 
Connections newspaper, on our social 

media – especially Facebook, through 
broadcast emails, on event programs, 
and much more.  

Like our well-established Corner-
stone package, this opportunity is 
designed to be a year-long, multi-fac-
eted campaign. The Keystone 
package will provide exposure for 
your company from January through 
December. This new package is also 
industry exclusive – once you are 
established as a Keystone partner, no 
other business in a like industry can 
be part of this program without your 
approval. In addition, you will be given 
first right of refusal each year.  

The cost of this new Keystone 
package for one year’s worth of 
exposure is $4,000.  As you consider 
this opportunity, keep in mind that 
the value of this package is around 
$12,000! To see a complete listing of 
the benefits provided in the Keystone 
package or for more information, 
please contact Dina Vendetti at the 
CDCC office (302) 734-7513 or by 
email at dvendetti@cdcc.net. 

We are thrilled to heed your 
requests, and we look forward to 
helping you share your story through-
out the region through this new CDCC 
Keystone package!  

make the most sense for building your 
business and your engagement with the 
Chamber. 

Members who complete every task 
are recognized during a 5 Star pinning 
ceremony at an upcoming Sunset 
Business Mixer and are featured in the 
next Chamber Connections newspaper. 

Also, the member’s business listing on 
the CDCC website is changed to gold 
to stand out among other businesses 
under the same listing. The CDCC 
currently has 122 individual 5 Star 
Members and 82 companies that are 5 
Star Members.

For more info, check out the 5 
Star Journey Map featured inside this 
edition of the Chamber Connections 

along with the photos of the individu-
als who recently received their 5 Star 
Pins and read more details on our 
website at https://cdcc.net/pillars/ed-
ucation/5-star-membership-program/. 
Then, to start working on your 5 Star 
Journey Map, please call the CDCC 
office at (302) 734-7513. We can’t wait 
to help you earn your 5 Star Status to 
show that you’ve taken the opportu-

nity to not only see how your CDCC 
membership can serve you and your 
business but also set yourself apart as 
a committed member of the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce.

Continued from Page 1
FIVE STAR PROGRAM 
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Introducing the CDCC’s NEW Keystone Package
Special Feature

Congratulations to the New 5 Star Member
The Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) was pleased to 

present these members with their 5 Star Pins at the November 19th Sunset 
Business Mixer. Please join us in congratulating them all on this impressive 
success and thanking them for their commitment to not only growing their 
business but also being an engaged member of the CDCC.

nity to not only see how your CDCC 
membership can serve you and your 
business but also set yourself apart as 
a committed member of the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce.

New 5 Star recipients pictured left to right:  Jose Arroyo – Bright Side Roofing, Arlene (Benton) Kivioja 
– Benton & Shockley Law, Jay Davis – Smyrna School District, Debbie Eashum – Kent County Tourism, 
Christine Hibbitt – B.I.G. Investment Services, Clair Weber – Royal Prime Events & Steakhouse at 
Bally’s, Rachel Benton – B.I.G. Investment Services, Michelle Bergold – Del-One Federal Credit Union, 
Kallie Moyer – Faw Casson, Myra Roman – FCCB, Rachel Rohm – Kent County Tourism and Tenish 
Gregory – CenDel Foundation. 

NEWS FROM YOUR CDCC TEAM
As we say goodbye to 2025 and 

welcome a brand-new year, we are 
excited to give you an update on your 
CDCC team that works hard every day 
to assist you and carry out the vision 
of the Chamber to be your opportuni-
ty hub.  Much of this team has been 
together for quite some time as we 
prepare to welcome 2026.  It has been 
amazing to watch the growth in each 
individual, as well as being part of it 
all as the team has grown together as 
a unit.  We are blessed with workers 
who are experts in their lanes, AND 
whose gifts and talents complement 
each other.  

As many of you know, our Director 
of Membership Sales & Retention, Jen 
Sutter, left the Chamber in September 
to begin a new adventure.  Jen was 
a part of the CDCC for much longer 
than the 3 years she spent working 
here.  Prior to her employment with 
us, Jen served as the long-time chair of 
the Chamber’s Marketing Committee.  
Jen was a terrific team player as she 
shared her unique ability to make 
everyone feel welcome at our events 

and activities.  We wish her all the 
best as she begins a new chapter as 
co-owner of Sheridan’s Irish Pub in 
Smyrna!  Her first official act as a new 
owner was, of course, to have Sheri-
dan’s join the CDCC!  So, we will be 
happy to continue working with her in 
a different capacity.    

We are very pleased to welcome to 
our staff a new  Coordinator of Mem-
bership Sales & Retention, Jeffrey 

( Jeff) Spratley.   Jeff comes to the 
Chamber from an amazing career in 
sales.  Originally from New Jersey, his 
previous work experience has taken 
him across the country and around the 
world!  Hailing now from Townsend, 
he brings to the Chamber a positive 
energy and great desire to have an 
impact here in Central Delaware, 
his new home.  We are excited to 
introduce him to all of you and we 
know that he will bring much to our 
membership and our region!  

Jeff will join Martha (Administra-
tive Assistant), Heather (Director of 
Marketing & Communications), Cindy 
(Sponsorship Sales & Collections – 
remote), Cristal (Director of Events 
and Executive Assistant), and Dina 
(President and Director of LCD) as 
we embark on another new year of 
Chamber events, activities, and con-
nections.  

Your CDCC Team is ready and 
happy to assist you in any way that 
we can!  If you have a question, need 
more information, want to register or 
pay your bill, need to make a connec-
tion, want to report something great 
that’s happening in your business, 
need some help with a challenge, and 
much more, PLEASE don’t hesitate 
to reach out to us at 302-734-7513.  
We look forward to hearing from 
you, working with you, seeing you 
at upcoming events, and taking this 
journey with you as, together, we 
work to grow our Central Delaware 
Business community!  

Jeff Spratley
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Holiday crafts for the kids at the Dover Public Library

Join in Caroling led by Local Dignitaries and 
Tree Lighting Ceremony at 6 pm in front of City Hall.

Thursday, December 4, 2025  
5 - 8 p.m.     Downtown Dover

More info on the Calendar of Events at www.CDCC.net or call 
CDCC at (302) 734-7513 

City of Dover Parks & Recreation at (302) 736-7050

Welcome Santa & bring a letter to place in his mailbox.

Nutcracker Ballet performances 

Food Vendors & Free Hot Chocolate!

Bring a Non-Perishable Food Item for the Food Drive 
to Benefit Local Pantries.

Join the whole community to ring in 
the holiday season!

Shop Local for the Holidays!

Local Retailers Ask You to “Shop Your Hometown”
This holiday season, the Central 

Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) is partnering with a group 
of our retail Chamber members 
in asking you to “Shop Your 
Hometown.” This new, season-long 
holiday promotion focuses on 
shopping in the Central Delaware 
community at locally owned and 
operated businesses. 

	 The “Shop Your Hometown” 
promotion kicked off on Black 
Friday and will continue through 
December’s holiday season for as 
long as the participating businesses 
want, based on the dates of their 
individual holiday promotions and 
sales events. 

The list of participating business-
es includes:

• Caribbean Bush Tea, 119 S. 
Dupont Blvd, Smyrna
• Central Delaware Habitat for 

Humanity ReStore, 2311 S. DuPont 
Hwy, Dover
• Delaware Shoppes, 325 S. State 

Street, Dover
• Fifer’s Farm Store & Kitchen, 

1919 Allabands Mill Rd., Wyoming
• Jen-Mor Florist, 2109 S Dupont 

Hwy, Dover
• Knights Fine Jewely LTD., 240 E. 

Camden Wyoming Ave., Camden
• La Baguette French Bakery, 323 

S. Governors Ave, Dover
• Sayers Jewelers & Gemologists 

Inc., 19 S. Main St., Smyrna
• The House of Coffi, 14 E. Loocker-

man Plaza, Dover

• The Hive on Loockerman, 28 W. 
Loockerman St., Dover

 These businesses are offering 
a variety of specials including 
money-saving discounts, special 
holiday-themed events, gifts with 
purchases, special guests, and 
more. You can see the complete list 
of offers for each business on the 
CDCC website at www.cdcc.net and 
on our Facebook page. You can also 
call the Chamber office at 302-734-
7513 for more details.

The CDCC is excited to offer this 
new shopping promotion to our 
members and local shoppers and 
hopes that everyone will come out 
and “Shop Your Hometown” for the 
holidays.



Chamber Connections   //   DECEMBER 2025 17
Special Feature Ribbon Cuttings

Bryan Realty Group Hosts a Full House for CDCC Mixer

The Sunset Business Mixer 
brought smiles, laughs, and great 
connections to the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) 
membership and their guests on 
Wednesday, November 19th, from 
5 – 7 p.m. Everyone enjoyed the 
evening at the Bryan Realty Group, 
our welcoming hosts for the evening!  
Thank you to their entire team for 
hosting the CDCC community to 
meet, mix, and mingle together for 
the better of Central Delaware. 

CDCC Members savored the 
delicious giant charcuterie board 
by The Catering Company and 
mouth-watering drinks compliments 
of Bryan Realty Group. Congratu-
lations to our door prize winners, 
50/50 winner Steve Harrell, and 
Member of the Month winner 
Esther Rich of Special Touch Card 
Creations. Thank you to all the 
members that donated the impres-
sive selection of door prizes! 

Event attendees also had the 
opportunity to cheer for twelve 
new 5 Star Members as they were 
presented with their gold 5 Star 
pins: Jose Arroyo – Bright Side 
Roofing, Rachel Benton – B.I.G. 
Investment Services, Michelle 
Bergold – Del-One Federal Credit 
Union, Jay Davis – Smyrna School 
District, Debbie Eashum – Kent 
County Tourism, Tenish Gregory 
– CenDel Foundation, Christine 
Hibbitt – B.I.G. Investment Services, 

Arlene (Benton) Kivioja – Benton & 
Shockley Law, Kallie Moyer – Faw 
Casson, Rachel Rohm – Kent County 
Tourism , Myra Roman – FCCB, and 
Clair Weber – Royal Prime Events & 
Steakhouse at Bally’s. 

In our busy adult lives, free time 
can be hard to come by, especially 
during the holiday season, so the 
CDCC doesn’t take it lightly that you 
spend your valuable time with us to 
grow Central Delaware, build upon 
a strong community, and network 
with like-minded individuals.  The 
CDCC always has a great time facil-
itating these Sunset Business Mixer 
because of members (some of whom 
you see pictured here) who bring 
the room to life! Our members make 
every event worthwhile, and the 
CDCC thanks you for spending your 
evening with us.

Remember – CDCC Sunset 
Business Mixers are a FREE 
member benefit, and all your 
company employees are welcome 
to attend! Share the news and invite 
them to represent your company if 
you can’t make it that night…or even 
if you can! 

We hope you had a wonderful 
evening mixing with your 
community. To register for the 
January Trifecta Mixer that includes 
the Sunset Business Mixer, the 
Member 2 Member Mixer and the 
Showcase, visit www.cdcc.net/
events or call (302)734-7513 to join 
the fun! 
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Making the Most of Your CDCC Membership
Special Feature

Complimentary Portfolio Review Personalized Financial Strategies Strategic Planning

Christopher Smith 
Financial Advisor, CFP® , AAMS®

302.735.8770

WE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCALWE ARE LOCAL
AND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOUAND WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

Did you know that with your 
Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce membership you 
receive:  

• Educational opportunities 
designed to help you grow your 
business

• A voice at the General 
Assembly speaking on your behalf 
about decisions that impact the 
business community

• Advertising and sponsorship 
opportunities that bring name rec-
ognition and help tell your story

• A strong framework of 
business relationships

• 75+ events per year created to 
help you meet people, exchange in-
formation and gain qualified leads

• …and more!?
Are you taking advantage of all 

that your Chamber offers? Are you 
participating in all the opportuni-
ties available to help your business 
succeed and grow? 

The CDCC’s Member Orienta-
tion sessions are designed to help 
you, our members, get the most 
out of your membership. We want 
you to get everything you can from 

the services, events, and activities 
we have to offer, but that can only 
happen if you know what they are 
and can figure out which ones will 
benefit your business the most. 

On the second Thursday of 
each month, members gather 
via Zoom to hear about all the 
benefits the Chamber offers you. 
These virtual sessions are not just 
for new members, they are also 
for long-time members. We want 
you to stay current on all that is 
happening at your Chamber, and 
we especially want you to be aware 
of new opportunities and new 
services. (For example, did you 
know that by logging in to your 
member portal on our website 
you can begin saving money at 
Staples? This “for members only” 
promotion will provide you with 
discounts on supplies as well as 
printing services!) 

Often attendance at these 
sessions is followed by the 
creation or the review of members’ 
“journey maps.” Your journey map 
will assist you in making the most 
of your membership. We can be 

your most essential resource for 
the development of your business 
– but that will only happen if you 
become familiar with what we 
can offer to you, and if we become 
familiar with the goals you have 
in place for the expansion of your 
business.

Employers – be sure to share 
this event with your team so that 
everyone can take advantage 
of your CDCC membership. 
Remember, your membership 
covers all employees at your 
location. Your encouragement for 
them to attend means a lot coming 
from you. It shows an interest 
in the success of not only your 
company, but an interest in your 
employees’ success as well. 

In addition to this virtual 
Member Orientation, we are 
pleased to come and meet in 
person with your staff to help 
everyone understand the benefits 
that your Chamber membership 
offers. This on-the-road program 
is called “Onboarding” and can be 
scheduled during your regular staff 
meeting – or offered separately as 
a stand-alone event.

 The next Member Orientation 
session will be held on January 
8th, from 8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. To 
register for this FREE session, 
contact the CDCC Office at (302) 
734-7513. We look forward to 
helping you make your member-
ship work for you!
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DOVER, DE – On Tuesday, 
November 4, 2025, the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC) hosted a Ribbon-Cutting 
Ceremony to celebrate the opening 
of the new Dover location for BBSI 
at 1198 S. Governors Ave., Bldg. 
B, Suite 200. Chamber members, 
friends and clients joined Area 
Manager, Robby Sheehan, and the 
entire BBSI team to cut the ceremo-
nial red ribbon and open their new 
office. Event attendees enjoyed a 
beautiful spread of hors d’oeuvres, 
celebratory cocktails, tours of their 
impressive new space and the chance 
to win a tailgating package complete 
with Eagles football tickets.

BBSI business management 
solutions include human resources, 
risk and safety management con-
sulting, insurance and retirement 
solutions, direct hire and recruiting 
options, applicant tracking software, 
learning management tools, payroll 
and tax compliance services, and 
much more. Their Dover office has 
served businesses throughout the 
state of Delaware since 1972 (and 
has been a member of the CDCC 
during that entire time!). 

BBSI was founded as a staffing 
company in Baltimore, Maryland in 
1951 before incorporating in 1972. 
While BBSI is now an $8 billion-dol-
lar publicly traded organization, with 
businesses in all 50 states, Dover is 
home to one of their original locations 
that formerly provided staffing 
services to several manufacturing 
facilities throughout the area. They’ve 
always stayed close to their roots and 
are proud to say that they provide 
services to over 200 companies 
throughout the state of Delaware.

Over the last five years, in par-
ticular, the BBSI Dover office has 
grown from $65M in top-line revenue 
working across three states, to over 
$200M+ in annual revenue this year, 
operating in now over 16 states (!) 
making it one of the company’s largest 
branches (out of 62) outside of Califor-
nia. With BBSI Dover’s record-break-
ing profit and growth over the last five 
years, they were excited to move into 

their new home – and to share this 
moment with the community.

When asked about their plans for 
community involvement, Robby said, 
“Over the years, BBSI has been active 
in a number of civic organizations and 
devoted countless volunteer hours 
to the Delaware Food Bank, Habitat 
for Humanity, Dover Air Force Base, 
and others. Our team loves living and 
working in the state of Delaware and 
serving our neighbors through BBSI’s 

product offering and working to 
strengthen the economic fabric of all 
three counties.”

Anyone interested in learning 
more about BBSI and the services 
they offer can visit them online at 
www.bbsi.com/locations/dover. 

Please join the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate 
BBSI and their continued success in 
their new Dover location!

Ribbon Cuttings
CDCC Host Ribbon Cutting for BBSI New Location

Did you know that Ribbon 
Cuttings for your business are one 
of the benefits included with your 
Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce (CDCC) membership? 
That’s right…your annual member-
ship includes that!

What? Did you just say, “What do 
I have going on that would merit a 
ribbon cutting?”  

Well…there’s the obvious: a new 
location, grand opening or a grand 
reopening (after a renovation). 
But, other celebrations that are 
perfect for a ribbon cutting include: 
being a new CDCC member, new 
ownership, rebranding or new 
signage on your business/office, 
anniversary (any year!), new or 
repainted fleet vehicles, and the list 
goes on. We would love to brain-
storm other ideas with you.

What? You don’t have a brick 
& mortar location? No sweat! We 
can host the ribbon cutting at the 
Chamber office. Or maybe it makes 
sense to hold it at another location 
that is somehow tied to your 

business.  Again, we would love to 
brainstorm some ideas with you.

Once a theme and location are de-
termined, we’ll work with you to put 
together the best date/time. We’ve 
found it best to hold them during the 
week and close to lunchtime. This 
will help you get the best attendance.  
It’s always good if you can have 
some light refreshments and small 
giveaways for those who attend. 
Plus, you’ll want to have additional 
information about your business 
and business cards to give out to 
everyone who stops by.

Next, we’ll put together an event 
flyer that we’ll share with you and 
our membership. This will also be 
posted on our community calendar. 
You should share the flyer with 
your clients/customers, co-workers, 
business partners and associates.

We’ll email a press brief to the 
local media and dignitaries to invite 
them to the event. If there’s someone 
else you want to get that press brief, 
please send us their email address 
and we’ll include them in the email.

On the day of the event, we’ll show 
up early to help you with any setup, 
pick the best spot to do the ribbon 
cutting, direct people to parking 
and greet them as they arrive.  We’ll 
even bring the ribbon and our giant 
scissors! 

During the ribbon cutting, we’ll 
take a photo and video. You’ll want 
to plan a few things to say during 
the video: introduce yourself, say 
your company name, what products/
services you offer and where you are 
located. The video gets posted on our 
Facebook page soon after the event, 
so be sure to watch for it to like and 
share with others. The photo will be 
sent out to the local media outlets 
along with a press release describing 
the event and your business. This will 
also appear in the next edition of the 
Chamber Connections newspaper.

That’s all! It’s easy, and we’ll help 
you along the way.

Are you ready to start putting 
together your ribbon cutting? Please 
contact CDCC at 302-734-7513 or 
adminassistant@cdcc.net to put 
your plan into action.

Have You Hosted A Ribbon Cutting, Yet?
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Say “Hello!” to New Member Valley’s
Valley’s LLC is a local business that 

provides individual and business tax 
preparation, tax planning, bookkeep-
ing, and basic payroll services.  They 
offer 20+ years of experience in tax, 
bookkeeping and payroll services. In 
addition, they hold the unique status 
of as an Enrolled Agent – admitted to 
practice before the IRS. This status 
means that they have the authority to 
represent taxpayers in various matters 
before the IRS.

Glenna Vance is the Enrolled Agent 
for Valley’s LLC. She was born in 
Milford, raised in Dover, and a proud 
1998 graduate of Polytech High 
School. She started her career in 2004 
as a receptionist at an accounting firm. 
She took on many roles during her 
years there including payroll special-
ist, bookkeeper, income tax preparer 
and office manager. In her spare time, 
Glenna loves to paint, read, and enjoy 
the local nature and wildlife refuge. 
She has one son who lives in Salisbury, 
MD and works as a software engineer 
for a pharmaceutical company.

When Glenna was asked why she 
became a member of the Central 

Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC), she explained, “I have a friend 
who is also the CDCC ambassador 
for my company who has helped show 
me how the Chamber could not only 
assist with marketing my business but 
introduce me to a support network. 
I am happy to now be a part of this 
organization.”

For more information on Valley’s 
LLC, visit them at www.valleystaxes.
com. You can also contact them 
at staff@valleystaxes.com or 302-
744-8118.  Please join the CDCC in 
shining the spotlight on new Chamber 
member Valley’s LLC!

Continued 
from Page 1

ECONOMIC FORECAST

Welcome to New Member Pole Buildings Unlimited
Pole Buildings Unlimited (PBU), 

located at 575 N. Dupont Highway, 
Dover, is a family-owned business 
that specializes in custom post-frame 
buildings, including garages, barns, 
workshops, barndominiums, com-
mercial structures, and agricultural 
facilities. They serve the Delmarva 
peninsula including all of Delaware 
and the Eastern Shore of Maryland.

PBU is committed to delivering ex-
ceptional value and complete customer 
satisfaction through their 5-year work-
manship warranty, the warranties that 
are available on the materials they use, 
and their “good, old-fashioned hard 
work.”

At PBU, they believe the con-
struction process should be just as 
impressive as the final result. When 
you choose them for your project, the 
process is laid out with these steps:  

1. Initial Consultation - They’ll listen 
to your goals and walk through what’s 
possible, from design ideas to budget 
considerations.

2. Custom Design – Their team 
will develop a layout that meets your 
specific needs, including size, features, 
and finishes.

3. Permits and Prep - They’ll handle 
the permits and site prep to make sure 
everything is ready for a smooth start.

4. Construction - Their experienced 
crew will build your structure with 
efficiency, precision, and attention to 
detail.

5. Final Walkthrough - They’ll walk 
through the final product with you to 
ensure everything is perfect.

CEO Gary Sensinig and VP 
Shontee (also Gary’s wife), share that 
they have an amazing 20+ years of ex-
perience and are excited to be heading 
into their 13th year of business in 
Delaware. Gary, Shontee and their 5 
beautiful children call Delaware their 
home.

When Shontee was asked why 
they became a member of the Central 
Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
(CDCC), she explained, “PBU joined 
the CDCC to strengthen our con-
nection within the community, build 
meaningful business relationships, and 
support local growth. Being part of the 
CDCC allows us to stay engaged, give 
back, and continue growing alongside 
other businesses in our area.”

For more information about Pole 
Buildings Unlimited, you can visit 
them on social media, call them at 
302-399-4420 or visit them online at 
www.polebuildingsunlimitedinc.com 

and view their project gallery, design 
your own pole building and more! 
Please join the CDCC in shining the 
spotlight on new Chamber member 
Pole Building Unlimited!

Autism Delaware is a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
resources, as well as education-
al, therapeutic and employment 
services for individuals on the 
autism spectrum and their families. 
They are the premier autism-serv-
ing organization in Delaware.

They have enjoyed a relationship 
with the Kent County community 
for more than two decades. They 
advocate regularly at Legislative 
Hall and offer numerous programs 
throughout the year in Central 
Delaware.

Autism Delaware’s mission is to 
help people and families affected 
by autism. Their vision is that 
all people with autism will have 
opportunities to learn, grow, and 
live full lives as included and valued 
members of their communities.

The Goals for Autism Delaware:
• Expand creative and innovative 

services, resources, and support 
for individuals and families using 
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Say “Hello!” to New Member Valley’s

Welcome to New Member Pole Buildings Unlimited Ambassador’s Corner
I was born and raised in Dover, 

Delaware on a potato farm, where 
I learned the values of hard work, 
community, and giving back. Today, I 
serve as Vice President of Treasury 
Management at Del-One Federal 
Credit Union, where I partner with 
small businesses to help them grow 
and thrive. Del-One and I share a 
deep commitment to our community, 
and that passion is what drew me to 
the Central Delaware Chamber of 
Commerce.

I became so engaged with the 
Chamber because of their dedication 
to supporting small businesses and 
strengthening our community for 

families who live here and beyond. 
Serving as an ambassador is 
especially meaningful to me because 
I grew up watching my parents run 
a small business and saw firsthand 
how vital community support is. It’s 
important to me to help other small 
businesses feel that same support, 
build strong networks, and make 

lasting connections.
Outside of work, I love all things 

Disney, cheering on the Steelers, 
catching concerts, and seeking out 
new adventures — especially on a 
roller coaster! Above all, I believe 
in leaving every place, and every 
relationship, better than when I found 
it.

Michelle Bergold

Congratulations - You’re a 10!

“Congratulations – You’re a 10!” is designed to recognize, congratulate 
and highlight recently renewed members who are celebrating membership 

anniversaries in increments of 10.

New Member Spotlight

20 
YEARS   

Celebrating New Member Autism Delaware
Autism Delaware is a nonprofit 

organization that provides 
resources, as well as education-
al, therapeutic and employment 
services for individuals on the 
autism spectrum and their families. 
They are the premier autism-serv-
ing organization in Delaware.

They have enjoyed a relationship 
with the Kent County community 
for more than two decades. They 
advocate regularly at Legislative 
Hall and offer numerous programs 
throughout the year in Central 
Delaware.

Autism Delaware’s mission is to 
help people and families affected 
by autism. Their vision is that 
all people with autism will have 
opportunities to learn, grow, and 
live full lives as included and valued 
members of their communities.

The Goals for Autism Delaware:
• Expand creative and innovative 

services, resources, and support 
for individuals and families using 

evidence-based methods to serve 
as models for others.

• Build capacity in Delaware by 
partnering and collaborating with 
other entities, leading a group 
effort that will provide a wide array 
of person-centered, individualized 
services across the lifespan to 
meet growing needs in our autism 
community.

• Lead as a resource for 
expertise and advocacy that raises 
awareness of autism in Delaware 
and enlists support for autism 
acceptance and inclusion.

They offer a unique employment 
program called POW&R (Providing 
Opportunities for Work & Recre-
ation). This is a nationally recog-
nized program, built on partner-
ships with more than 90 employers 
of all sizes, that provides salaried 
jobs for adults on the spectrum 
and utilizes job coaching as a daily 
method to empower and educate.

When the Autism Delaware 
team was asked why they became 
a member of the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC), 
they replied, “As a nonprofit, it is 
crucial for us to create meaning-
ful partnerships with businesses 
across the state. Central Delaware 
is an important hub where services 
like ours can truly benefit from 
the exposure of being a Chamber 
member. It also helps us share our 
mission so as to provide services to 
more families that may need them.”

Their headquarters is in 
Newark at 924 Old Harmony 
Rd, Suite 201. You can also visit 

them by appointment in their 
Dover office. For more informa-
tion about Autism Delaware, 
please visit autismdelaware.org 
or follow them on social media @
autismdelaware. Please join the 
CDCC in shining the spotlight on 
new Chamber member Autism 
Delaware!
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Valley’s LLC Glenna Vance 625 S Dupont Hwy 
Ste 102 Dover DE 19901 302-744-8118

Conner Strong & Buckelew 53

Procter & Gamble 51

Porter's Sand & Gravel, Inc. 49

Kent County Motor Sales Co. 39

The Bond Agency 31

Chick's Saddlery 24

Ronald McDonald House of Delaware 22

APG Media of Chesapeake (Adams 
Publications Group)

21

Spence's Bazaar & Flea Market, Inc. 21

WSFS Bank - Camden Branch 20

M&T Bank - Dover Main 18

A Center for Mental Wellness, Inc. 17

HandyTube 17

NeighborGood Partners, Inc. 16

Hudson, Jones, Jaywork & Fisher 13

Harvest Ridge Winery 12

Dover Capital City Rotary 11

First State Military Academy (FSMA) 11

Delaware Prosperity Partnership 7

Mohawk Electrical Systems, Inc. 6

Dover Skating Center 5

Celestial Shoes 4

Harmony at Kent 4

myInstant Team 4

Visions of Hope HM, Inc. 4

Delaware Community Development Corp 3

Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital 3

IMPACT Technology Group 3

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc. 3

Smyrna Pediatric Dentistry 3

A to Z Insurance 1

A-FAB Property Professionals 1

Delaware Standardbred Owners Association, 
Inc.

1

Meineke Car Care - Smyrna 1

Robert W. Rescigno, Ed.D,Collaborative 
Consulting,LLC

1

StudioJAED 1

Wilmington Hope Commission 1

RENEWALS FOR OCTOBER 2025 - THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWAL!

Coffee  
On Us! 

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 
Tre Sorelle Dolce  
The Central Delaware Chamber of  

Commerce would love to connect you with 
something delicious! The photograph on our front 

pageheader changes each month, depicting pictur-
esque and unique locations right here in Central 
Delaware. These photos are the subject of our 

monthly “Coffee On Us” contest. 
If you recognize the location of the header picture 
on our front page, be the FIRST PERSON to CALL 
the CDCC Office (302-734-7513) with the correct 

answer and you will win a $10 gift card to:

You’ll also see your picture and  
your company name on our Facebook page  

– and, of course, you’ll win  
bragging rights for the month! 

The winner of the November “Coffee On Us” Contest was 
Chris Redman Elliott from Morning Star Publications who 

correctly identified the photo on the front page as the 
Delaware Agricultural Museum. Congratulations, Chris, and 

thank you for playing our game!

***Please note that the same person is qualified to win the  
Coffee on Us Contest only twice per calendar year.***

Company Name Company NameYRS YRS

NEW MEMBERS

Has YOUR BUSINESS been 
featured in a Spotlight 
article for the 
Chamber Connections?

It‘s easy to do: Answer a few
questions, send us your logo 
and a photo. That’s all !  
We’ll  take care of the rest!

Hey, New Members!

Email Heather at marketing@cdcc.net 
to get more details,  and the list
of questions so you can be featured, too! 


