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Community Spirit Shines at Central Delaware Celebration

The Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce (CDCC) wrapped up its
2025-2026 fiscal year on Thursday,
June 18, 2026, with a festive celebra-
tion at the extraordinary Bally’s Dover
Casino Resort - Rollins Center. The
CDCC’s Annual Awards for Excellence
Celebration serves as the culminating
event of the year for this non-profit or-
ganization, and this year it was truly an
amazing event to be long remembered
by the sold-out crowd of more than 300
guests.

The CDCC welcomed members,
the extended community, family,
and friends, to a prestigious evening
celebrating the stellar accomplish-
ments of Central Delaware’s business
community. It was amazing to enjoy the
celebration with a large gathering of
Kent County excellence, in addition to
enjoying a moment to pause and reflect
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AWARDS FOR Sxcellence
CELEBRATION

on the past year. The CDCC always
appreciates the opportunity to award
and acknowledge the nominees in the
categories of Small Business of the
Year, Large Employer of the Year, Young
Professional of the Year, and more. We
congratulate them all. It was fantastic
to see a room full of guests cheering
on their peers, meeting new people,
and applauding the awesome business
community that is Central Delaware.
Attendees mixed, mingled, dined,
and raised a glass of cheer to the 28
members of the Leadership Central
Delaware (LCD) Class of 2026 as they
ceremoniously graduated from the

Diamond Program of the Chamber.
Leadership Central Delaware is a
unique 10-month immersive program
that challenges the participants’ team
building, decision-making, and goal
setting skills, all while learning, and
touring various industries in Kent
County. This evening marked a bitter-
sweet moment as this year’s program
ended for our graduates; however, we
know that we will see them again as
they are eager to stay involved and
make an impact on their community for
the better. Congrats to the LCD Class
of 2026!

We hope the delivery of our
2025-2026 State of the Chamber
Address provided insight into the
CDCC'’s accomplishments during this
past year and our focus for the future.
The CDCC does so much within a year

Continued on Page 24

Sunset Connections at Sheridan's Irish Pub

The Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce (CDCC) will be
hosting our premier networking
event, the Sunset Business Mixer,
on Wednesday, July 29th from 5-7
p.m. at the spirited Sheridan’s Irish
Pub, 42 W. Commerce Street,
Smyrna. This event promises
an evening of networking and
community engagement, offering
an excellent opportunity for local
business professionals like you to
connect and collaborate in a unique
and fun-filled setting.

Like with all the CDCC Mixers,
be sure to bring your business
cards for networking and door prize
entries, a friendly face to make
new connections, and some cash
for the 50/50 raffle. Maybe the luck
of the Irish will shine on you, and
you'll take home a coveted door
prize donated by one of the CDCC

Strisel Al
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members or a nice wad of cash as
the 50/50 winner. Or..you could be
the next Member of the Month and
be featured in a future edition of the
Chamber Connections newspaper
and the CDCC website — what’s not
to love about free advertising like
that!

Sheridan’s Irish Pub is not only
the perfect place for a Sunset
Business Mixer, but also a great
place to enjoy a casual meal and
grab your favorite beverage with
your best pals. This local restaurant
and pub has been in operation for

more than 20 years as a mainstay
in the Smyrna community. Cousins
Jen Sutter and Rob Duffy took over
the Pub in late 2025 when the
previous owners retired. Since then,
they have continued to offer the
traditional Irish and American food
that have drawn hungry diners to
the Pub on a consistent basis. Their
menu includes Irish sausage and
mash, fish & chips, burgers, sand-
wiches & salads, corned beef and
cabbage, and plenty more.

On the beverage side of the
business, Sheridan’s offers a wide
selection of Irish and domestic
beers, cocktails and high-end Irish
Whiskey, allowing everyone the
opportunity to enjoy their favorite
celebratory drinks anytime they visit
the Pub. For the Sunset Business

Continued on Page 22
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Dina’s

Digest

DinalVendetti

Happy Birthday!

Ok, here goes... I've been practicing... [
want this term to just roll off my tongue...
try to hear my voice as you read the next
word... semiquincentennial! That’s right
— here it is phonetically: SEM-eye-kwin-
senn-TEN-ee-all. This incredible term
comes from three Latin roots: semi,
meaning “half;” quin, meaning “five;” and
centennial, 100 years. In other words:
half of 500 years. Happy 250th birthday!!!

This milestone for our country is
particularly meaningful for our little
corner of the world known as Central
Delaware — because much of our origin
as a country began in this very spot! To
stop and really consider that is pretty
overwhelming and absolutely awesome.
In 1776, two attorneys and a chief justice
signed the Declaration of Independence,
along with a collaboration of lawyers,
merchants, and plantation owners in 12
other colonies. And later, in 1787, ac-
companied by a larger conglomeration of
lawyers, merchants, plantation owners,
bankers, doctors, educators, and more
helped in the drafting of the U.S. Con-
stitution, which was signed FIRST right
here in the capital of the “First State.”

I wonder if we truly understand what it
took for these patriots to imagine this land
of democracy, have the discussions, win
public support, put their heads together,
and actually come to an agreement to
create a foundation for the land of the
free and the home of the brave. Patience,
ability to listen, compromise, negotiation,
fortitude, innovation, grit, and courage
come to mind as I think of the conversa-
tions they must have had.

And here’s the miracle of it all: it
worked! And although we are far from
perfect, and although we sometimes
fiercely disagree, and even in the face
of war and famine and poverty and
injustice, we are still here 250 years later.

And if studying history is a good way to
predict the future, we'll still be here 250
years from now, celebrating the quincen-
tennial! There’s definitely something to
be said for that!

As I think of the diverse background of
those founding fathers, coming from all
walks of life, a variety of socio-econom-
ic backgrounds, varied professions, and
a plethora of opinions, it makes me fast
forward to today... to our Chamber... and
its members.

Ronald Reagan once said: “What has
made us a nation is our love of liberty
and our realization that we're part of a
great historic venture, an experiment in
freedom to test the ability of people to live
together in freedom...”

We have a part in this story, you and
me. We have a responsibility to this story
and an obligation to continue writing its
chapters.

As I think about that and look around
our membership, I see the same diversity
— and the same incredible character
traits as were seen in the original authors
our history. Creativity, ingenuity, innova-
tion, grit, determination, fortitude, and all
the rest.

Thank you for all that you bring to
the story of America — and to the story
of Central Delaware. Thank you for the
part you play in making this a great place
to live, work, and play. Thank you for
believing in what we can do together and
for working so hard to make it happen.

As always, we count it as a joy and a
privilege to walk alongside you as you
grow your businesses and bring your own
uniqueness to this region. Thank you for
the opportunity to work with you — and
once again, Happy Semiquincentennial
to YOU!!!
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Calendar of Events

JULY

Friday, July 3rd

Independence Day Office Closed
Thursday, July 9th

Member Orientation

12:00pm - 1:30pm, via Zoom
Thursday, July 9th

Military Affairs Committee (MAC) Meeting

1:00pm - 2:00pm, CDCC Conference Room
Tuesday, July 14th

LCD Steering Committee Meeting

2:00pm - 3:00pm, CDCC Conference Room
Wednesday, July 29th

Ambassador Committee Meeting

AUGUST

Thursday, August 6th

Kent County Open for Business

8:30am - 10:00am, Kent County Levy Court
Tuesday, August 11th

CDCC Board Meeting

7:30am - 8:30am, TBD
Thursday, August 13th

Member Orientation

8:30am - 10:00am, via Zoom
Thursday, August 13th

MAC Meeting

1:00pm - 2:00pm, CDCC Conference Room
Tuesday, August 18th

4:30pm, Sheridan’s Irish Pub

Wednesday, July 29th
Sunset Business Mixer
5:00pm - 7:00pm, Sheridan’s Irish Pub

LCD Steering Committee Meeting

2:00pm - 3:00pm, CDCC Conference Room
Wednesday, August 19th

Marketing Committee Meeting

2:30pm - 3:30pm, via Zoom
Thursday, August 20th

LCD Class of 2027 Meet & Greet

5:00pm - 8:00pm, The Blahas’ in Magnolia
Wednesday, August 26th

Ambassador Committee Meeting

3:30pm, Harvest Ridge Winery
Wednesday, August 26th

Sunset Business Mixer /

Member 2 Member Expo

4:00pm - 7:00pm, Harvest Ridge Winery
Monday, August 31st

CDCC Executive Committee Meeting

8:00am - 10:00am, CDCC Conference Room

Looking for a Calendar of
Community Events? Check out the
CDCC's Online Calendar at

www.cdcc.net/events.

Did you know that CDCC
Members can post their own event
info on the calendar for FREE?!?!
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Dear Members of the CDCC,

As your “opportunity hub,” the Central Delaware
Chamber of Commerce (CDCC) prides itself on being
acknowledged as one of the best chambers in the country.
According to the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, the CDCC
excels in programming, advocacy in legislation, training
emerging leaders, general communications, and goal
setting. Our 5-star accreditation places us in the top 2%
of chambers in the country and assures our member-
ship that they are receiving the highest quality services
available from a local chamber.

As seems the way of the world right now, your Chamber
is battling rising prices just like you and your business. As
a non-profit, we work diligently to get the best prices and
operate at as low a cost as possible, and still, our cost of
serving you has risen again this past year.

Beginning this month, membership dues will increase
by 5% across the board. Whether you are at the lowest
dues rate or the highest, the increase will be the same
percentage. Even in light of the overall increased cost
for all of us to do business, we believe that the incredible
value of your member benefits continues to far outweigh
the annual cost.

Your Chamber is also interested in helping you get your
dues paid in the most efficient, seamless way possible and
has moved to automatic renewal by using a credit card.
Please contact us as soon as possible, if you have not
done so already, so that we can gather the information we
need to help you pay in this no-hassle, convenient way.

We are excited about what this year will bring and about
all the ways that we, your Chamber, can assist you as you
grow your business. Through our efforts in education, we
look forward to helping you stay current and informed.
Through our advocacy work, we are happy to work hard
with our lawmakers to ensure business-friendly legislation
at all levels. We are excited to help you tell your story and
take advantage of the marketing tools we offer. And we
very much anticipate a year of connections as we create
moments and events that motivate helpful, quality op-
portunities designed to help you grow your network in a
significant way.

If you have questions about pricing, feel free to contact
me either at the Chamber office, 302-734-7513, or on my
cell, 302-222-0838. I count it as an absolute joy to serve
you, and I look forward to seeing you again soon at a
mixer or an event!

All the best,

Dr. Dina Carol Vendetti, CDCC President

C ntral Delawﬁfe

Ch“"lber nf Commere
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Century Engineering and DelDOT Advance Statewide
Wrong-Way Driving Safety In

Century Engineering, LLC, a
Kleinfelder Company, is partner-
ing with the Delaware Depart-
ment of Transportation (DelDOT)
to implement a groundbreaking
statewide initiative aimed at
reducing and ultimately eliminat-
ing wrong-way driving crashes
at critical freeway interchanges
throughout Delaware.

Beginning in Fall 2026,
Century Engineering will support
DelDOT in the development
and deployment of standardized
interchange ramp treatments
and signing improvements based
on the latest national research
and proven safety practices.

The initiative aligns with the
recommendations contained in
NCHRP Research Report 1050
— Wrong-Way Driving Solutions
Handbook, which provides trans-
portation agencies with compre-
hensive guidance for preventing
wrong-way entries and reducing
the severity of wrong-way crashes.

Wrong-way driving crashes
represent a small percentage
of total crashes nationwide but
are among the most severe due
to their frequent involvement in
high-speed, head-on collisions.
According to the Federal Highway
Administration, wrong-way driving
fatalities have increased signifi-
cantly in recent years, rising
from approximately 445 fatalities
nationwide in 2018 to more than
700 fatalities in 2022. These
crashes frequently originate at
freeway ramp terminals where
motorists inadvertently enter exit
ramps in the wrong direction.

Delaware has experienced the
devastating impacts of wrong-way
driving firsthand. In 2022 alone,
the state recorded seven fatal
wrong-way crashes resulting
in twelve fatalities, prompting
DelDOT to begin piloting

CENTURY
ENGINEER.ING

A Kleinfelder Company

wrong-way detection and warning
systems at selected locations.
Those efforts demonstrated Dela-
ware’s commitment to implement-
ing innovative, data-driven safety
solutions.

As part of the next phase of
that effort, Century Engineering
is designing improvements at 85
freeway ramp locations through-
out Delaware, providing a consis-
tent and standardized approach
to interchange safety. Century’s
transportation engineers are eval-
uating site-specific conditions and

Century Engineering is designing safety improvements at 85 locations statewide to support DelDOT’s
proactive approach to reducing wrong-way driving crashes.

implementing enhanced signing,
pavement markings, geometric re-
finements, and other countermea-
sures identified through NCHRP
1050. Standardizing these treat-
ments statewide will provide
drivers with consistent visual cues
and reduce confusion at critical
decision points.

Importantly, this program
represents a proactive counter-
measure consistent with the Safe
System Approach and Delaware’s
Strategic Highway Safety Plan
(SHSP). Rather than waiting for

itiat

ive

severe crashes to occur before
action is taken, DelDOT and
Century are applying national-

ly recognized best practices to
address potential risks before
tragedies happen. The initiative
supports Delaware’s broader
commitment to creating a trans-
portation network that anticipates
human error and minimizes the
likelihood and severity of crashes.

The program also advances
the national Toward Zero Deaths
vision, which seeks to eliminate
fatal and serious injury crashes
through coordinated improve-
ments in engineering, education,
enforcement, and emergency
response. By addressing
wrong-way driving at its source,
Delaware is taking meaningful
steps toward a safer and more
forgiving roadway system.

As one of DelDOT’s long-stand-
ing engineering partners, Century
Engineering is proud to contrib-
ute its expertise in traffic engi-
neering, transportation planning,
and roadway safety design to
this important effort. Through
collaboration, innovation, and the
application of nationally recog-
nized best practices, Century
and DelDOT are taking proactive
steps to make Delaware’s
highways safer for residents and
visitors alike.

The Fall 2026 rollout marks
the beginning of a long-term
strategy to reduce wrong-way
driving incidents statewide,
improve driver awareness at
critical interchanges, and move
Delaware closer to its ultimate
goal of Zero Deaths on Delaware
roadways.

For more information about
Century Engineering, LLC, a
Kleinfelder Company, please visit
them online at www.centuryeng.
com.
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Mall Theater to Reopen as Dover Movies 14

Large relnvestment expected to modernlze theater ahead of fall opemn

Dover Mall, site of soon-to-open Dover Movies 14 Theater

When the AMC movie theater
in the Dover Mall went dark in

mid-2024 its future was unknown.

Local theater owner Arthur
Helmick has just announced that
the big screens will light up once
again sometime later this year
under a new name: Dover Movies
14.

“This new location continues
our commitment to delivering
an exceptional and locally driven
entertainment experience,” said
Helmick.

Helmick’s team operates three
other well-established theaters
in Delaware: Westown Movies in
Middletown, Main Street Movies
in Newark, and Milford Movies in
Milford.

With construction already
underway, Helmick says a sub-

stantial investment is planned to
modernize the 14-screen, 42,000
square foot theater and improve
guest experience. Among the
planned upgrades are an inter-
active Al “selfie wall,” self-serve
popcorn stations, advanced laser
projection for increased clarity,
concessions, state-of-the-art Dolby
sound systems, stadium-style
recliners with heated seats, online
reserved ticketing, and a full
schedule of all major Hollywood
releases.

Charles Rodriguez of R&R
Commercial Realty, who brokered
the deal, says Helmick’s invest-
ment will benefit local businesses
and residents alike: “Right now,
the nearest theater for Doverites
is either 30 minutes north or
30 minutes south, when Dover

Movies 14 reopens, that brings
a great local option back for
everyone,” said Rodriguez. “It also
helps return some activity to the
mall and all the businesses in the
corridor that rely on cross-traffic
— especially the food court. Mr.
Helmick is the perfect person
to lead it because he's heavily
invested in the region already and
is committed to doing a great job.”
Echoing that sentiment,
Helmick said that being an inde-
pendent, family-owned, theater
operator allows them to put
community focus first and act as
an alternative to large national
theater chains. “Our focus is
always on innovation and creating
a memorable experience for our
guests,”

Helmick added. “Dover will be
no exception.”

The reopening represents one of
the largest retail lease transactions
completed at The Dover Mall since
AMC ceased operations in 2024.
Renovation work is expected to
wrap up later in the summer or
early fall and additional grand
opening plans will be announced
in the coming months.

R&°R Commercial Realty is
a tull-service commercial real
estate brokerage based in Dover;
Delaware, providing leasing,
sales, property management and
advisory services throughout the
Delmarva Peninsula. For more
information about R&°R Commer-
cial Realty, please call 302-674-
3400 or visit www.randrcommer-
cialrealty.com.



6 JULY 2026 # Chamber Connections

The 26ers Plug Into Energy!

As Leadership Central Delaware’s
year of day-long learning experiences
came to a close with Energy & Envi-
ronment Day, the LCD Class of 2026
gathered in Chesapeake Ultilities’ state
of the art classroom for a panel dis-
cussion focused on what it means to
be in the energy business in Delaware.
The group was given a warm welcome
by co-chair for the day and LCD
alum (Class of 2014) Dave Detrick,
Manager, Growth and Retention for
Chesapeake Utilities. Dave gave a brief
overview of Chesapeake Utilities and
all they do for the Central Delaware
community and beyond.

Next, a panel of energy
experts was gathered, each with a
different perspective, to share with the
class about the “business of energy.”
Panelists included Dave Detrick,
Heather Contant (LCD Class of 2021)
from Delaware Municipal Electric
Corporation, Lauren Irby (LCD Class
of 2021) from Delaware Electric
Cooperative, and Ed Jackson, Principal
at Affinity Energy Management. The
panelists spent time discussing their
companies’ various roles in energy.
They also shared challenges and
trends in the industry that will likely
affect their customers, both residents
and businesses. They ended their time
with the group by sharing leadership
techniques, tips, and strategies that
they've learned over the years in their
various roles.

After much conversation about
electricity and natural gas, we turned
ou4 attention to an alternative form of
energy, we welcomed Dora Cheatham,
Vice President, Sales & Commer-
cialization at Aternium (formerly
First State Hydrogen) to the podium.
She presented the ground-breaking
advances within the Hydrogen and
the Mid-Atlantic Clean Hydrogen Hub
(MACH2). This initiative is revolution-
ary for Delaware and will usher in a
new era of economic development
for the state. She gave background
on hydrogen as a power source, its
consumption, production, and how
Delaware ranks among competitors in
utilization and production. She made
this scientific topic very easy to under-
stand and explained how her work is
positively impacting Delaware’s energy
model.

The class then had the unique
opportunity to visit Chesapeake
Utilities training facility, “Safety Town.”
Safety Town’s training rooms and
shed-like houses (built by students
from Polytech) were built on a 2-acre
parcel of Chesapeake’s Energy Lane
campus. The homes give workers a
simulated experience of what they
may encounter as they enter customer
homes on installation and repair calls.
Chesapeake’s Glen Wilson (LCD Class
of 2024) explained the facility to the
class and underscored the importance
of safety training.

After a delicious lunch by
Texas Roadhouse, the 26ers heard
from Delaware Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control
(DNREC) Secretary Greg Patterson.
Sec. Patterson spoke at length about
the role of DNREC in protecting
and preserving the environment and
ensuring good stewardship of Dela-
ware’s natural resources. He shared
various ways that individuals can be
engaged with DNREC in educational
and recreational experiences. Sec.
Patterson also gave the class a good
glimpse of his style of leadership. He
emphasized the importance of building
relationships with one’s workers and
working to understand what they need.
His time with the group ended with a
short session of Q & A.

The Class of 2026 left Ches-
apeake Ultilities and traveled across
the parking lot to the Delaware Solid
Waste Authority’s (DSWA) beautiful
facility. There they learned about the
work of DSWA in educating people
about appropriate practices for
disposing of their trash and recycling.
They discussed document shredding,
disposal of hazardous waste, collection
events, and how the DSWA provides
an abundance of opportunities for the
community. The DSWA team then
took them into the Discovery Center
where they were able to try out the
cool hands-on interactive activities!

Finally, an already eventful Energy
& Environment Day got more eventful
at the Kent County Wastewater
treatment facility in Milford. Colby
Harrington, Assistant Director at the
facility took the 26ers on a behind
the scenes tour. He walked the class
through their outdoor operation of
turning sewage into usable water and
fertilizer. This facility has been visited
by engineers from all around the world
because it is one of the first locations
to utilize Severn Trent’s Microdynamic
UV light system to disinfect the water.
The class gained valuable insight into
the operation that processes more
than 14 million gallons per day and
8,000 tons of biosolids a year — fasci-
nating!

Energy & Environment Day
turned out to be an information-packed
day for the class members. They were
extremely engaged in the conversa-
tions and asked many questions. They
seemed keenly interested in what the
energy of the future would enable
people to do differently. They found
the day helpful and relevant, found a
new appreciation for the environment
and for the way it provides for us, and
resolved to be much more discerning
about what gets “flushed.” One might
say that the conversation left them
pretty “charged up!”
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Closing Retreat: Memories, Reflections, and Next Steps

After an information-filled, rela-
tionship-building, experience-packed
ten months, it is imperative to spend
some time debriefing, applying, syn-
thesizing, and discovering what it all
meant and exploring its importance.
That is exactly what the Annual LCD
Closing Retreat is all about. The
Closing Retreat is designed to be
part educational and part reflective,
all said and done to place a beautiful
bow on the gift of LCD!

On Friday, June 12th, this
year’s class members, known as the
“26ers!,” gathered at Harvest Ridge
Winery for a full day of presentations
and conversations. Our first special
guest speaker of the day was Codi
Lyn Canasa, owner and operator
of Agape Piercing in Downtown
Dover. Codi is an LCD alum (Class
of 2024). She thoughtfully shared
her personal leadership journey
with the class, complete with ups
and downs, blessings and challeng-
es, difficult moments, life-changing
circumstances and all the rest.
Through her inspiring experience,
the class learned much about faith,
determination, persistence, grit,
goals, patience, and overcoming cir-
cumstances that seem outside one’s
control.

Javier Santana, owner of Vida
Brand Lab, and CDCC Board Chair,
shared some thoughts about leader-

\ship around the topic: Live Now and
Leave a Trail: The Soul of Leader-
ship. Javi really focused on self-care
and the importance of personal
health. He stressed that it is difficult

to effectively lead people if one
doesn'’t take time to learn how to best
lead oneself. He remarked about the
importance of reflection and really
counting every moment as a gift.

He encouraged the group, as they
move on from here, to live in such a
way that it creates a positive, lasting
impact, while also remembering to
take time out for themselves.

Next, the 26ers had the opportuni-
ty to hear about LCD’s partners and
some potential next steps that are
available to them after graduation.
LCD Alum, Dennis Spece, from the
Class of 2022, spent some time with
the group explaining the value and
impact of Leadership Delaware, Inc.
(LDI). He shared his experience of
going from LCD to LDI and what
it meant to his growth as a leader.
He also shared that LDI is happy
to grant a significant discount on
tuition for graduates of LCD. Dina
Vendetti, Class of LCD 2004, is also
an alum of Wilmington University’s
doctoral program, Class of 2010.
She was able to share that Wilming-
ton University recognizes the signifi-
cant learning accomplished through
LCD and is happy to grant each LCD
graduate 3 credit hours towards a
degree program at the university.
Finally, the class learned of a new
opportunity through the Chamber,
the LCD Mastery Program. A new
session of that program will be
starting in September and could also
serve as a next logical step for our
graduates. Class members were very
excited about these opportunities as

they began to plan their next leader-
ship adventure!

The final speaker of the day was
Tim Bayes, East Division Federal
Market Manager for Kleinfelder,
and member of the CDCC Board of
Directors. Tim had the unique op-
portunity to speak with the Class of
2026 at both their Opening Retreat
and their Closing Retreat! Tim did
a wonderful job of helping the class
think about what happens next. He
urged them to continue learning and
always work towards refining their
ability to lead. He reminded them
of the human element of leading,
the importance of listening, and the
benefits of practicing the pause. He
gave them an opportunity to talk
about what they want to accomplish
and where they see themselves fitting
as leaders after graduation.

As the year grew to a close, the
class was surprised to realize how
much they had poured into this ex-
perience! In review, this year’s class
was comprised of 28 individuals rep-
resenting 22 companies. Through-
out their year, they spent more than
140 hours together as they studied 9
industries that serve as our county’s
largest economic drivers. They heard
from 87 speakers, they each wrote
a ton of thank you notes, and they
performed 87 2-minute speaker
introductions. They heard from 2
cabinet secretaries, 1 mayor, about
32 LCD alumni, several educators,
several people in law enforcement
— 1 adorable canine, a few farmers,
1 horse trainer, 1 horse, and 1 man
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Delaware Municipal Eleciric Corporation

Confirmed as of 9/25/25

who really loved his odiferous job

at the wastewater treatment facility,
and more. They read a book together
and completed one community
impact project.

The Class of 2026 spent some
time intentionally remembering and
reflecting on the various aspects
of their time in LCD East Division
including their monthly experiences,
their class book: It's Your Ship, their
journals, their Community Impact
Projects, and more. The conversa-
tion was built around the theme,
“What Did It All Mean?” While class
members enjoyed the many facets of
the program and felt like they gained
a great deal of knowledge from the
various speakers and presenters
throughout the year, they all acknowl-
edged that they learned a great deal
from each other and placed a high
value on the community they've been
able to build within the class! Class
members offered valuable sugges-
tions for additions to the program in
the future. They were eager to share
their discoveries and their learnings
from the year and showed a great
deal of gratitude for having been
part of the Chamber’s “Diamond
Program.”

The Closing Retreat came to
its conclusion with an interactive,
group led and inspired champagne
toast to the Class of 2026. Class
members, presenters, and volun-
teers experienced a full day and left
with full hearts as they spoke about
graduation, next steps, and plans for
remaining in touch.
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Congratulations, Leadership Class of 2026!

The tours have been taken. The speakers have all presented. The book has been read.
The Community Impact Project is now complete. And the Class of 2026, who entered
the Opening Retreat in Rehoboth as a group of individuals, have now become a unified
class, a group, a network of friends, and yes, a family — known as the “26ers!” Through
the excitement of learning and growing, the Class of 2026 has now completed all the

requirements for LCD graduation!

Please join the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce to congratulate the

members of the Class of 2026:
Donna Akins-Hawkes

Taylor Alexander
Del-One Federal Credit Union

Joselito Arroyo
Bright Side Roofing

Jennifer Bobel
Bayhealth

Kai Bower
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

Maurico Campino
DAFB - 436th Airlift Wing (Public Affairs)

Stephanie Cantres
Westside Family Health Care

Gemini Cornish
DE Division of Small Business

Michael Cronin
Century Engineering: A Kleinfelder
Company

Kaitlyn Cupelli
Daily State News

Charles “Chuck” Desch
Bayhealth Foundation

Tiffany Fluhr
Dover Federal Credit Union

Stephen Hart
DAFB - 512th Airlift Wing

Monica Hoeflich
Dedicated to Women

Jaclyn Hulihan
Lt. Governor’s Office

Adam Insley
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management —
Connell, Alexander, Duncan & Associates

Kylie Ketterer
Bayhealth

Adin Lewes
Advantech

Tyler Majchrzak
Chesapeake Ultilities

Cherelle Mullen
Dover Federal Credit Union

Nicholas Murphy
Faw Casson

Stefi Myers
Central Delaware Housing Collaborative

Glenn Outten
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

John Rice
YMCA of Delaware — Dover

Morgan Russum
Downtown Dover Partnership

Shagquille Turner
Willow Construction

Lynae Walker
Dover High School

Kayla Whitley
Harrington Raceway & Casino

Thank you, class members and the companies you represent, for so en-
thusiastically taking part in Leadership Central Delaware. We wish you all
the best as you continue your leadership journey! We know that as you, the
next generation of leaders in Central Delaware, begins to step into various
leadership roles in our community, we are in very good hands. Once again,
Congratulations, 26ers!!! CLAP CLAP WOO0O0000000!M!
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Burns & Ellis Realtors - 60 Years Doing Business

In 1966, the soon-to-be success-
ful, Dover-based Lore & Ellis Realty
Company opened its doors. Co-found-
ers Walter Ellis and Fran Lore built
not only the office space at 490 N.
Dupont Highway in Dover where
Burns & Ellis Realtors operates today;,
but they also set in place the ground-
work for Central Delaware’s most
recognizable real estate company.

As the company grew, Walt'’s
daughter Terry Burns and her
husband Tom joined the ranks in
1979, changing the name to Burns
& Ellis Realtors, and then the couple
took over ownership in 1994. Even
so, Walt stayed active in the company,
managing some local properties
and handling sales for some of his
long-time clients.

Over the history of the company
there have had plenty of challenges
including runaway inflation and dou-
ble-digit mortgage rates in the 1980s,
the 2008 mortgage collapse and Great
Recession, the pandemic-era supply
chain disruptions, and the present-day
affordability crises. But, despite it all,
Burns & Ellis Realtors have not only
survived but thrived. As they celebrate
their 60th anniversary, Burns & Ellis
is also celebrating Margaret “Maggie”
Haass, who moved into the position as
sole broker/owner in January after a
16-year career with the family-owned
company.

Maggie is a LOCAL, in all caps, no
doubt. She was born and raised in
Dover, attended Dover High School
and graduated from Duke Universi-
ty in 2009 with plans to go to Law
School. But she decided that law was
the wrong career path for her. “Plus,

I was very homesick for Dover. I love
Dover, and I love Delaware,” Maggie
explained. She returned home and
took a job teaching in Middletown.

While she was teaching, Maggie saw
some of the work that her parents did
with property management, and she
became interested in the real estate
industry. She was familiar with Burns
& Ellis Realtors, so she reached out
to Terry and Tom, got her license and
spent some time riding around Kent
County with Tom learning about real
estate. “I knew their name even when
[ was in my 20s. Their values were the
same as mine,” Maggie added, “Burns
& Ellis was doing a lot of good things
in the community, and I saw that. Plus,
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Burns
& Ellis

As they celebrate their 60th anniversary, Burns & Ellis is also celebrating Margaret “Maggie” Haass, who
moved into the position as sole broker/owner in January after a 16-year career with the family-owned

company.
I wanted to keep my roots in central
Delaware.”

In 2010, Maggie left teaching to
become a full-time real estate agent.
“Tom and Terry were very supportive
of me. I think they saw something
in me that I didn’t even see myself,”
Maggie shared. When she started
at Burns & Ellis, Maggie’s desk was
in the basement of their building
alongside Walt’s desk. “It used to make
me so nervous to talk on the phone
when he was there, but he always
shared little comments of encour-
agement and great advice with me,’
Maggie said with a smile.

A couple of years after being named
the 2015 Kent County Realtor of the
Year, Terry took her to dinner and
floated the idea of Maggie owning
the business one day. Walt had also
suggested Maggie as the next genera-
tion to lead the Burns & Ellis Realtors
team. Maggie was excited by the
prospect, created her own group at the
company in 2020, became a co-owner
in the firm in 2025, and then she took
ownership in January 2026.

How are things going so far in this
new leadership role? “Working with
our team of 17 agents is so rewarding.

They have all embraced me as the
new broker/owner, both long-time
agents and the new generation. I like
bringing everyone together to share
ideas, success stories, and challenges,”
Maggie said, “We are a small team and
operate like a family.”

When asked how real estate has
changed over the last 60 years, Maggie
talked about the use of technology
for internal systems, processing
paperwork, branding, and marketing.
Plus, she pointed out that on the local
level the greater Dover community
has changed so the real estate market

be the local expert for Kent County,
than dilute our talents across a larger
area.”

Maggie’s goals and vision for the
next 10 — 15 years are very precise.
“Don’t mess anything up,” she said
with a laugh and added, “I have Terry
and Tom’s trust that I will preserve
the professionalism and integrity of
the business.” Maggie also said that
she wants to always have a team of
agents that share mutual respect for
each other like there has always been
between the agents and previous
owners.

When Lore & Ellis Realty Company
opened their company 60 years ago,
gas was 32 cents a gallon, the average
cost of a new car was $2,650, and a
new house was $17,200. Obviously,
many things have changed since then,
including the business name, but the
team at Burns & Ellis Realtors still
believes the company’s original motto,
“Do business where business is being
done.”

For more information about Burns
& Ellis Realtors or to schedule an ap-

pointment, please visit their website
at www.burnsandellis.com or call

them at 302-674-4220.

“FOX HALL iz

has also changed due to DAFB, the
expansion at Bayhealth, and the arrival
of new industries and businesses — all
of which brings in new residents.

“The Burns & Ellis team likes to be
the ambassadors for the community
and show people around the area,”
Maggie went on to say, “I like to
show people downtown Dover, The
Green, Biggs Museum, Legislative
complex, Fifer’'s Orchard, the golf
courses, and the Amish area in west
Dover, including my family’s butcher
shop.” Maggie describes Burns & Ellis
Realtors as hyper-local. “We'd rather
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Students Represent Delaware Electric Cooperative at National Leadership Conference

Three local students represented
Delaware Electric Cooperative (DEC)
during the 2026 Electric Coopera-
tive Youth Tour held in Washington,
D.C., June 15 - 19. Joining more
than 2,100 students and chaper-
ones from 44 states, Flynn Mucha
and Madelyn Gallo of Lake Forest
High School and Lauren Pieshala of
Sussex Academy were DEC’s student
delegates for the annual leadership
conference.

The annual gathering gives local
high school students served by
DEC the opportunity to learn about
history, government and the coop-
erative business model through
educational activities, leadership
development and visits to historic
landmarks throughout the nation’s
capital. Hosted by the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA), the Electric Cooperative
Youth Tour has provided students
across the country with an opportu-
nity to experience Washington, D.C.
since 1957.

During their time on Youth Tour,
DEC'’s student delegates toured
many of the city’s most well-known
monuments and memorials, explored
museums and met with U.S. Senator
Chris Coons and members of his
staff to learn more about the legis-
lative process and discussed issues
affecting Delawareans.

“Each year, Youth Tour gives
students an opportunity to learn
about cooperatives while building
connections with students from

DEC Youth Tour delegates at the Capitol during

the 2026 Electric Cooperative Youth Tourin
Washington, D.C. (L-R) DEC chaperone Lauren Irby,
Lauren Pieshala, Madelyn Gallo and Flynn Mucha.

across the country,” said Lauren Irby,
DEC Manager of Public Relations
and Community Affairs and Youth
Tour chaperone.

Flynn Mucha was selected to
represent Delaware on NRECAs
Youth Leadership Council (YLC).
The council selects one student from
each state to serve as an ambassa-
dor for electric cooperative youth
programs, represent his or her state
at national cooperative events and

Youth Tour delegates met with U.S. Senator Chris Coons during their visit to Capitol Hill. (L-R) Flynn Mucha,
Lauren Pieshala, U.S. Senator Chris Coons, Madelyn Gallo and DEC’s Lauren Irby.

further develop leadership skills
throughout the coming year.

“We're proud to support programs
like Youth Tour that encourage
students to become engaged,
informed leaders in their commu-
nities,” said DEC President and
CEO Rob Book. “Flynn’s selection
to represent Delaware on the Youth
Leadership Council is an accom-
plishment, and we're excited to see
him serve as an ambassador for both
DEC and the First State.”

DEC sponsors students each year
through a competitive application
process. High school sophomores

Q=T

and juniors who live in homes served
by the Cooperative are encouraged
to apply when applications for Youth
Tour become available every winter.
For more information about
Delaware Electric Cooperative’s
Youth Tour program, visit www.
delaware.coop/youthtour.

Scouting @Americaﬁ
Del-Mar-Va Council
Please join us to honor

Brian Stetina

Kent County 2026 Distinguished Citizen Award
Wednesday, August 12, 2026

5:30pm Reception
The Gold Room

Harrington Raceway & Casino, Harrington, DE

Make check payable to: Del-Mar-Va Council, Scouting America // RSVP Deadline—July 31
Mail to: Del-Mar-Va Council, Scouting America, 1910 Baden Powell Way, Dover, DE 19904
Questions—please contact Andrea Brock at 302-531-6175 or abrock@dmvc.org.

ON LINE REGISTRATION
AVAILABLE AT
www.delmarvacouncil.org/kent
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Morning Star Publications Celebrates 30 Years'

Morning Star Publications
was founded by Bryant and Carol
Richardson in 1996, their first
newspaper, the Seaford Star,
started publishing in April of that
year, followed by the Laurel Star
in August, and later the Business
Report publication.

The Seaford Star covers the
towns of Greenwood, Bridgeville,
Seaford, and Blades, and the
Laurel Star covers Laurel, Bethel,
and Delmar in both Delaware and
Maryland. The two newspapers

also have readership in Sharptown,

Federalsburg, Millsboro, George-
town and beyond.

The Business Report, a monthly
glossy business magazine,
currently covers Sussex and Kent
counties and Wicomico County
(MD). The magazine features a
monthly theme with a supportive
cover design, as well as chamber
news from throughout its market
area. The Business Report
publishes up to two chamber
pages in each monthly edition.
These pages feature information
on chambers of commerce and are
supported by ads from local busi-
nesses.

Co-Founder Bryant Richardson
and current owner Mike McClure,
in his fifth year of ownership and
24th year of working for Morning
Star, have served as Seaford/
Western Sussex Chamber of
Commerce presidents. McClure is
currently on the Western Sussex
Chamber of Commerce board and
is First Vice President with the
Delmar Chamber of Commerce.

Morning Star Publications
is a member of every chamber
of commerce in Sussex, Kent,
and Wicomico counties and has
published visitors guides for the
chambers in Western Sussex,
Laurel, Seaford, Georgetown,
Millsboro, and Salisbury. This
ongoing support of local chambers
resulted in a 2025 collaboration
with the Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce for their Wings and
Wheels Festival book. Morning
Star won a first-place award in the
Maryland-Delaware-DC (MDDC)
Press Association competition
category for this publication.

MORNING

STAR
PUBLICATIONS

This award is just one of many
that they have won from this
influential regional news media
association. Morning Star Publica-
tions has also earned the MDDC'’s
News Organization of the Year
award for four of the last five years
(including 2025) for its accomplish-
ments in the Editorial and Adver-
tising contest. The 2025 contest
admitted over 1,594 entries among
86 categories. There were six
divisions in the contest, which
grouped member publications into
categories by total print and digital
audience numbers. These entries
were judged by news media profes-
sionals at the Florida State Press
Association. The News Organiza-
tion of the Year award was chosen
based on accumulated points for
first and second prizes in each
category.

In addition to the newspapers
and magazine, Morning Star
publishes an extensive list of
special sections and books in
the Star newspapers including:
Progress, Wedding, Salute to Agri-
culture, seasonal Home Improve-
ment, seasonal Sports, AFRAM
Festival, Wings and Wheels, Apple
Scrapple, Personal Finance,
Holiday, Graduation, Memorial
Day, Veterans Day, Breast Cancer
Awareness, Health and Wellness,
Personal Finance, and more.

McClure credits the company’s
founders, current and past staff
members, and their loyal readers
and advertisers as the keys to its
success over the past 30 years and
for years to come.

Anyone interested in subscrib-
ing to the Star for just $26 per
year (in Sussex County) please
email coneal@mspublications.
com or mmcclure@mspubli-
cations.com, or for advertising
information, please email sales@
mspublications.com.

Morning Star Owner Mike McClure (left) joins founders Carol and Bryant Richardson for a 30th anniversary
celebration.

The Richardsons, McClure and the Mornmg StarStaff

Edward Jones

Christopher Smith

Financial Advisor, CFP® , AAMS®

302.735.8770
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Kent County Levy Court Presents DE250 Celebrations ?

Kent County Levy Court hosted
two DE250 celebration events for
the nation’s 250th Anniversary on
Tuesday, June 23, 2026. These events
highlighted Kent County’s connection
to early American history and Dela-
ware’s statewide recognition of the
Semiquincentennial of the United
States.

The first event was planned to be
a ceremonial Liberty Tree planting at
the Kent County Veterans Memorial
Park on South Little Creek Road,
Dover. Because of the persistent
afternoon rain, the event was moved
to the rotunda inside the Kent
County Administrative Offices in
Dover.

The Kent County Liberty Tree is
a living descendant of the original
Maryland Liberty Tree that stood for
more than 400 years on the campus
of St. John’s College in Annapolis.
The sapling, a Tulip Poplar, was
propagated from a preserved scion
maintained by retired Maryland
forester Francis Zumbrun, ensuring
the lineage and symbolism of the
historic tree continue into the
Semiquincentennial era.

This Liberty Tree and a com-
memorative plaque were gener-
ously donated by the Freemasons
of Delaware, continuing their long
tradition of supporting civic and
historical initiatives. Richard M.
McTheny, Grandmaster of the
Masons in Delaware, presented the
tree to the Kent County officials in at-
tendance at the ceremony including
Levy Court President Joanne
Masten, Vice President Robert
Scott, Commissioners Allan Angel,
Jody Sweeney, Paul Hertz, and Terry
Pepper, and County Administrator
Kevin Sipple.

President Masten greeted the
attendees, who included military
veterans and community members in
addition to the Kent County officials,
with these thoughts, “The Liberty
Tree is a living symbol of the ideas
that shaped our nation: freedom,
civic participation, and enduring
strength of community.”

Mr. McTheny from the Freema-
sons echoed Masten’s thoughts as
he presented the tree, “I believe this
location (Veterans Memorial Park) in
Kent County is an ideal place to plant

a Liberty Tree to commemorate the
brave patriots who perished during
the battles for independence,” he
added, “What better way to honor the
revolutionary principles upon which
out nation was established than by
planting this living, enduring symbol
of freedom.”

The tree was planted in the
Memorial Park within days of
Tuesday’s indoor presentation.

The County’s Facilities Manage-
ment section will oversee the

tree’s long-term care. This planting
represents the second of three
Liberty Trees being installed across
Delaware — one in each county — as
part of the state’s contribution to the
national Semiquincentennial obser-
vance.

Following the tree planting,
the Levy Court held its regularly
scheduled business meeting in the
historic Old State House on The
Green in Dover. This commemo-
rative setting was chosen for the
meeting because it reflects both the
County’s own history and Delaware’s
role in the founding era. All the Levy
Court Commissioners and County

Administrator Kevin Sipple were in
attendance and appeared in Colo-
nial-period attire to honor the era
and bring the historic significance of
the occasion to life.

The agenda focused on ceremonial
and commemorative items, including
new employee introductions,
Employee of the Month recognition,
and additional presentations tied to
the DE250 celebration. In addition
to the entire roster of Commission-
ers, the attendees also included
former Commissioners Senator Eric
Buckson and Ron Smith, the staff
from Delaware Historical & Cultural
Affairs and Kenty County Levy Court
(who were all key in putting the day’s
events together), and the public.

Adding to the experience, histori-
cal interpreter, Tom Welch delivered
a reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in character as Col. Allan
McLane, a Revolutionary War Hero
and 1791 Speaker of the Delaware
House of Assembly. At one particu-
larly passionate part of the reading,
Welch told those in attendance to put

Continued on next page
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their hand on their heart. He then
recited the closing words of the Dec-
laration, “And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of divine Providence,
e mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.” He added speaking directly
to the audience, “And that is your
Declaration.” Applause followed.
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Following the reading, Joel
Gartner, Director of Administration
for Kent County read Resolution
4250 which recognizes the 250th
Anniversary of the United States.

The July 2026 Employee of the
Month, Derrick Patterson, received
his award from Info Tech Director
Donna Barnes. Patterson is a
Computer Programmer 1. Imagine
how memorable it was for him
to receive this award during this
commemorative gathering, at such a
special time in our country’s history,
and in such a historic location.

At the end of the meeting, each
Commissioner shared brief reflec-
tions on what the Declaration of
Independence means to them on this
historic anniversary. They all spoke
of the rights the Declaration rep-
resents for everyone in our country.
Commissioner Pepper mentioned
how this is “the most important
document of our country” and is still
relevant today. Commissioner Angel
pointed out that a woman would not
have been on the stage during the
time in our history when the Decla-
ration was signed, so this document

is “living proof” of the changes that
have been made in our country.

President Masten closed out the
reflections by saying, “The Decla-
ration also reminds me that people
have a certain responsibility to help
make their country fair and just for
everyone. We must inspire freedom
and work towards equality.”

The meeting closed with the Com-
missioners each signing Resolution
4250.
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Special Feature

CDCC Board and Staff Meet for Annual Retreat

The Central Delaware Chamber of

Commerce (CDCC) Board and Staff
took time on Tuesday, June 9, 2026,
for our annual retreat. We spent the
day in a meeting room at Macau
Kitchen in Bally’s Dover Casino
Resort with an ambitious agenda
that kicked off with a beautiful and
tasty breakfast prepared by the
Bally’s team, followed by a dis-
cussion on the Chamber’s role in
ensuring a positive environment for
our members to conduct business.

The 2026 Board Retreat accom-
plished finalizing the 2026-2026
fiscal year of the Chamber, as well
as passing the next year’s budget.
Tammy Ordway, from Faw Casson,
analyzed and discussed the budget
spreadsheets for everyone as they
followed along, inquired, and ul-
timately gave their judgment — to
which they approved. The agenda
also included a progress report
on the 2-year Strategic Plan from
CDCC President Dina Vendetti.

After a break for a delicious lunch
courtesy of our accommodating host,
Bally’s Dover Casino Resort, the
group reconvened to proceed with
the day’s agenda. The Board heard
from the CDCC staff about their
roles, and accomplishments and
challenges they've faced through-
out the year, as well as possible
solutions.

The day closed out with a panel
discussion from a cross section of
our membership, including Missy

Baker — Delaware Hospice, Jewell
Gale-Brooks — Sha Scrubz &
Apparel, Alexis Nunan — Harvest
Ridge Winery, and Mark Wagner
—IQ Fiber. They were asked about
current happenings in their busi-
nesses, the benefits they receive as a
CDCC member, ways the Chamber
can help them, and any ideas or
requests they have for us. We
learned a lot from the responses we
heard and took time to discuss their
comments and ways the CDCC can
expand our support to our members

based on their suggestions. The
CDCC thanks the participating
members for taking time from their
busy days to help us learn how we
can better serve our membership.
The CDCC Staff members would
like to thank all the Board Members
in attendance for spending the
day to help better the future of the
Chamber. A special thank you goes
to Board Member, Charmaine Whyte
from Delaware State University, for
her years of service to the CDCC.
In addition, the CDCC welcomes

newest Board Member, Kathy
Kennedy-Ratajack from Wilmington
University and looks forward to her
service to the Chamber.

Thank you to Nick Polcino, Nancy
McCoy, and the Macau Kitchen
team for making us feel so welcome!
Thank you again to everyone for an
energizing meeting of the minds.
The Board members and staff left
the gathering feeling energized and
inspired to start our new fiscal year.
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Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce (CDCC) members and guests
came together on Wednesday, June 24th
for an evening of networking and celebrat-
ing the Central Delaware community at the
Delaware State Police Museum in Dover
for the CDCC’s monthly Sunset Business
Mixer.

The Museum has become one of the
favorite venues for Chamber events, and
they hosted both the CDCC’s Military
Affaire and a Sunset Business Mixer in
2025. For this recent Mixer, once again,
the wonderful team at the Delaware State
Police Museum was stellar hosts for
the CDCC and our guests at this unique
museum dedicated to the preservation
of proud history of the Delaware State
Police. Attendees enjoyed refreshing
beverages and an impressive presentation
of light hors d'oeuvres prepared by Skyline
Catering.

This Sunset Business Mixer provided
ample opportunities for attendees to
network and collaborate. Business cards
were swapped, new connections were
made, and conversations flowed freely
as attendees discussed business, shared
knowledge, and explored partnerships. In
our busy working lives, free time can be
. hard to come by, so the CDCC doesn't take
it lightly that you took the time to spend
your evening with us to grow Central
Delaware, build upon a strong community,
and network with like-minded individuals.

The CDCC staff was excited to pin
THREE new 5-Star Members. The 5-Star
member program is designed to help our
members get the most from their CDCC
membership by encouraging them to be
engaged and take advantage of the many
benefits offered by the Chamber. This
pinning recognition sets these CDCC
members apart from other businesses by
showing their commitment to growing
their business. Congratulations to our
new 5-Star Members, Tom Fertal from
Holy Cross High School, Kathy Kennedy
Ratajack from Wilmington University,

An Evening to Serve, Protect and Network

and Darrell Poe from B/Net Systems. We
appreciate this trio of individuals for their
dedicated involvement with the CDCC!

Thank you to the CDCC members who
provided door prizes for the attendees, and
to those who bought 50/50 raffle tickets.
The pot seems to grow incrementally every
month! Congratulations to our door prize
winners, 50/50 winner Mary Ressler from
Quality Builders, and Larry Normile from
Artistic Additions Tattoos for winning
Member of the Month! Stay tuned for the
August Chamber Connections issue to
read his feature article!

Thank you again to our friends at
the Delaware State Police Museum for
accommodating us this month to facilitate
the growth, relationships, partnerships
and networking built at these events. We
hope that everyone will plan a return visit
to the museum to learn more about law
enforcement methods, substance abuse
prevention, highway safety efforts, and a
wide variety of other interesting topics.
And if you missed the Mixer, you should
most certainly put a visit to the Museum
on your to-do list. It's always exhilarating to
step into an intriguing and air-conditioned
museum during the summer months.
Their exhibits will interest all ages. They
are located at 1425 N. DuPont Highway,
Dover and are open to the public Tuesday
— Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. except State
and Federal holidays.

Remember — CDCC Sunset Business
Mixers are a FREE member benefit, and
all your company employees are welcome
to attend! Share the news and invite your
team to the next Mixer to represent your
company if you can't make it that night...
or even if you can! We hope you had a
wonderful and productive evening mixing
with your community. 70 register for the
July Sunset Business Mixer; visit the
calendar of events at www.cdcc.net or call
302-734-7513 to join the fun!
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Special Feature

Members Enjoy Maximum Fun Playing Mini Golf

In what is becoming a new tradition,
a weather delay again caused the
Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce’s (CDCC) Mini Masters
Mixer to slide into June. Even so, this
switch didn’t dampen the mega fun
of this event! The Central Delaware
community brought their masterclass
skills and sunny personalities to Tre

The Chamber

Mini_j,
Masters

they exemplified the tightknit business
community of the area. The CDCC was
proud to see representatives from busi-
nesses large and small converse and
cheer each other on to support Central
Delaware together.

Everyone played amazingly, however,

there were a few exceptional golfers
who were at the top of their mini-golf
game for this competition. Congrat-

A final congratulations to THE 2026
Chamber Mini Masters Champion,
Matt Rosal with the CPAs: Certified
Putting Addicts of Faw Casson.
Excellent golfing, Matt! We hope you
enjoyed winning the coveted BLUE
jacket and made a fond, long-time
memory earning it.

The CDCC staff was excited to pin
new 5-Star Member Lisa Furjanic from

Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf
in Wyoming (Delaware — in case you 1 8 e r

ulations to our 2026 Mini Masters Holy Cross High School at the Mini

weren't sure) on Wednesday, June 3, champions! Congratulations to “The Masters Mixer. This pinning recogni-
2026, to enjoy an evening full of mixing, cheers, words of encouragement, and Pirates” team members Rachel Collins, tion sets the 5-Star CDCC members
mingling and mini-golf hijinks. of course, their business cards as they Gail Malago, Travis Neal, and Christian  apart from other businesses by

For this tournament, teams of four expanded their networks, made new Proctor from Del-One Federal Credit showing their commitment to growing
competitively putted their way through  friends, and had fun while doing it! Union for having the best overall team their business. We appreciate Lisa for
all eighteen holes of the cleverly The local community loves a score. her dedicated involvement with the
designed mini golf course in hopes relaxing game of mini golf at one of the Congratulations again to “The CDhcCcC!
of receiving low pars and a shot at happiest places in Kent County. Guests, Pirates” for winning the costume
winning the prized Chamber BLUE both players and spectators, brought contest. Yo-ho-ho, and way to go on
jacket. Guests exchanged laughs, the joyful magic of Central Delaware as  collecting all that booty, mateys!

Continued on next page
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Special Feature

MINI MASTERS MIXER
Continued from Page 16

In addition, congratulations to
Member of the Month winner Alexis
Nunan from Harvest Ridge Winery.
Read all about Alexis in the Member of
the Month column in this edition of the
Chamber Connections. Also, a big high
five to Nick Drakes from Dover Federal
Credit Union for winning the 50/50
raffle cash.

The CDCC would like to thank all
our gracious sponsors, without whom
the Chamber Mini Masters Mixer
would not be possible. Tournament
Sponsor: Holy Cross High School;
Hole-In-One Sponsor: i.g. Burton Auto
Group; Tee sponsors: Bally’s Dover

Casino Resort, BBSI, Chesapeake
Utilities Corp., Delaware Electric
Cooperative, Delaware Today, Del-One
Federal Credit Union, Dover Federal
Credit Union, Forrest Avenue Animal
Hospital, Hearth Bar & Grill at Hilton

Garden Inn — Dover, and Kent County
Tourism — Visit Central Delaware;
Snacks Sponsor: First Tee — Delaware;
Wine Tastings: Harvest Ridge Winery;
and Ice Cream Sponsor: Delaware
Municipal Electric Corporation
(DEMEC).

Thank you to volunteers Thomas
Malkiewicz from Social B Hive for
sharing his expert videography skills,
and Jay Davis who served as the
evening’s expert DJ, emcee and sound
support, plus Ambassador Sal Watson
from Bally’s Dover Casino Resort for
selling 50/50 raffle tickets. Way to go,
everyone!

A special thank you to Mike and
Becky Marasco and the team at Tre
Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf

for welcoming the Central Delaware
community into their amazing, fun-
filled location. This event would not be
possible without their support.

Thank you to all our attendees for
joining YOUR CDCC at this event and
continuing to make Central Delaware
THE place to live, work, and play. Your
high-spirited, community-building par-
ticipation means so much. Thank you!

For more information about
upcoming mixers and events from the
CDCC, please call 302-734-7513 or
visit the events page on our website
at www.cdcc.net/events. We can’t wait
to see you soon at the next upcoming
CDCC event!
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Special Feature

THANK YOU to our
July 2025 - June 2026 Program Event & Sponsors

Bold indicates a Cornerstone Member * indicates multiple sponsorships

Advantech Incorporated

AGG World Travels

Air and Space Force Association Galaxy
Chapter*

Air Mobility Command Museum Foundation
Allen Ins. Assoc Inc. t/a Allen Ins. Group*
Artisans’ Bank

Artistic Additions Tattoo

Attento, LLC dba Royal Prime

B.l.G. Investment Services*

Bally's Dover Casino Resort*

Bavarian Bakery & Deli

Bay Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare
Center*

Bayhealth*

BBSI*

Benton & Shockley Law

Bryan Realty Group

Bureau of Chronic Disease

Burke Equipment Company

Burns & Ellis Realtors

C.S. Kidner Associates/Capitol Strategies*
Central Delaware Housing Collaborative
Century Engineering, LLC, A Klienfelder
Company

Chesapeake Utilities Corp.*

Cigar Sessions

City of Dover*

Coastal Bath Company

Comcast*

Daily State News / Independent Newsmedia,

Inc., USA*
Dawne Nickerson

Dedicated to Women

Delaware Community Foundation
Delaware Crime Stoppers

Delaware Department of Insurance DMAB
Delaware Division of Small Business
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc.*
Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation -
DEMEC*

Delaware Shoppes

Delaware Solid Waste Authority
Delaware State Police Museum
Delaware State University

Delaware Today Magazine

Delmarva Power*

Del-One Federal Credit Union*

Dover Family Housing ~ Hunt Military
Communities

Dover Federal Credit Union*

Dover Motor Speedway*

Dover Pools

Dover Post

Dowding Resource Group

Edward Jones Investments - Christopher
Smith, CFP®

Energize Delaware

EOS Worldwide

Evergreen Post Acute

Faw Casson*

First Class Properties

First Command*

First State Manufactured Housing Assoc.
First State Webfooters

First Tee - Delaware*

Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital*
G. Fedale

George & Lynch, Inc.*

Gregory Reddell State Farm

Grey Fox Grille

Harmony at Kent*

Harrington Raceway & Casino
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Delaware*
Hilton Garden Inn*

Holy Cross High School

Horty & Horty, PA- Douglas R. Phillips
i.g.Burton Toyota of Dover
Independent Metal Strap Co., Inc.
Instant Imprints of Delaware

1Q Fiber*

Johnny Janosik, Inc.

Jonathan's Landing

KenCrest

Kent County Levy Court*

Kent County Tourism Corporation*
Kent-Sussex Industries, Inc.

Key to Life Juice Bar

Kraft Heinz Company

L&W Insurance Agency

Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC*
Liberty Tax Service*

Lighthouse Construction, Inc.
M&T Bank - Dover Main

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management - Connell,
Alexander, Duncan & Associates*
N.K.S. Distributors, Inc.

PAM Health Dover

Parkview RV Center

Payroll Management Assistance
Pepsi Bottling Ventures of Delmarva
PNC Bank

Pratt Insurance, Inc.*

Preston CDJR of Dover*

R & R Commercial Realty, Inc
Regulatory Insurance Services, Inc.
Residence Inn by Marriott, Dover
Roberts Insurance, Inc.

Roma Italian Restaurant

Attento LLC dba Royal Prime Events &
Steakhouse*

RRW Inc Home Instead Care
Sambo’s Tavern

Sha Scrubz & Apparel

Shore United Bank - Dover

Silver Lining Home Healthcare
Skyline Catering LLC

Texas Roadhouse

The House of Coffi

The Malmberg Firm, LLC

The Willis Group, LLC

Tidewater Utilities, Inc.

Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf
UNITED Church

Wagamon Technology Group, LLC.
Wattay Accounting

Weiner Benefits Group

Welcome Wagon

Wellcare

Wesley United Methodist Church
Wilmington University*

Woody's on Wheels
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CDCC Member List by Business Category

Celebrating the beginning of our fiscal
year with all our amazing members!

Bold indicates a Cornerstone Member | * indicates a 5 Star Member

55+ Adult Communities
Westminster Village*

Ingleside Homes Inc.
Luther Towers of Dover

Accountants, CPA’'S & Tax Services
Faw Casson*

Wattay Accounting*

First State CPAs

Hodges Accounting & Tax Services
Horty & Horty, PA.

Jefferson, Urian, Doane & Sterner, PA
Liberty Tax Service

Mitten & Winters, CPA

Sandra S. Gulledge, CPA, PA

Savant Wealth Management

Valley’s LLC

Advertising
Comcast Advertising

Aircraft
Boeing

Agri-business
Amaysing Wood

Whitecap Cannabis

Aircraft
Boeing

Alcohol Distributors
N.K.S. Distributors, Inc.

Antiques
Skocik's Discoveries and Collectables

Apartments, Condominiums &
Townhomes

Blue Hen LLC dba The Village at Blue Hen
Colonial Investment & Management Co., Inc.
Lake Club Apts - Westover Companies
Sunset Village Apartments

Apparel & Accessories

Sha Scrubz & Apparel

Appliances & Television Sales & Services
BH Repairs LLC, dba Dover Vacuums
Architects & Planners

Becker Morgan Group, Inc.*

StudioJAED

Assisted Living Communities

Brookdale Dover

Dover Place Senior Living

Attorneys & Law Firms

Kivioja, Shockley & Porter Law*

Delaware State Attorney General's Office
Barros, McNamara, Malkiewicz & Taylor
Hudson, Jones, Jaywork & Fisher

Law Offices of Bonnie M. Benson

The Malmberg Firm, LLC

Wolfe & Associates

Auction Services & Auctioneers
Spence’s Bazaar & Flea Market, Inc.
Stephen R. Harrell Auctioneer, LLC
Automobile Dealers & Service

i.g. Burton & Co., Inc.*

EZ Work Trucks

Hertrich Family of Automobile Dealerships
i a.Burton Tovota of Dover

As of June 30, 2026

Kent County Motor Sales Co.
Preston CDJR of Dover

Willis Chevrolet, Inc.

Winner Subaru & Volkswagen

Yoos Auto

Automobile Repairs & Body Service
Airbase Automotive Repair Inc
Meineke Car Care - Smyrna
Bakeries

La Baguette French Bakery*
Bavarian Bakery & Deli

Crumbl Dover

Banks & Credit Unions

Dover Federal Credit Union*
Del-One Federal Credit Union*
FCCB - First Citizens Community Bank*
M&T Bank - Dover Main*

Artisans’ Bank

Community Powered FCU

Fort Sill National Bank

PNC Bank

Shore United Bank - Camden

Shore United Bank - Dover

TD Bank - Limestone

WSFS Bank - Camden Branch
Banquet & Meeting Facilities

St. Andrew’s LC Great Hall and Gathering Space
Beauty and Barber Shops

City Styles Barber and Salon

Beauty Supplies

Delmar Wax LLC dba European Wax Center
Beverages

Pepsi Bottling Ventures

Bookkeeping, Payroll & Business
Services

Payroll Management Assistance

Brewery

Mispillion River Brewing

Brick Supplies & Hardscaping Services

Delaware Brick Co.

Builders-Developers-Management

Lessard Builders, Inc.*

Caruso Homes, Inc

D.R. Horton

Green Diamond Builders, Inc.

Lenape Builders, Inc.

Tidemark Construction

Business & Economic Development

Delaware Department of Labor-
Employment and Training*

The Innovation Space

Business & Executive Coaching

Elevations Unlimited*

Business Consulting

BES Business Solutions LLC

Business Services

BBSI

Better Business Bureau Serving DE

Delaware Tech Solutions

EOS Worldwide

Global Merchant Partners

Lifestyle Document Management, INC

U.S. Small Business Administration

Small Business Development Center

ZenBusiness

Camping

Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park at Delaware
Beaches

Car Wash & Detailing

Coastal Car Wash

ModWash

Westside Car Wash/Clean Car, Inc

Carpet, Tile & Flooring

Paul Edwards Carpet

Catering

Skyline Catering LLC

The Catering Company

Woody’s on Wheels

Cement, Concrete, Sand, Gravel & Stone

Porter’s Sand & Gravel, Inc.

Chambers Of Commerce

Delaware Black Chamber of Commerce

Delaware State Chamber of Commerce

Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Milford, Inc.

Child Development

Beach Babies Child Care

Scouting America - Del-Mar-Va Council

S&S Playful Palace

Chiropractors

Dover Family Chiropractic

Optimus Injury Treatment Center

Pure Wellness

Pure Wellness of Smyrna

The Joint Chiropractic

Churches

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church -Dover

The Salvation Army

UNITED Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

Cleaning - Industrial & Commercial

Office Pride Commercial Cleaning
Services of Dover

Priority Pro Wash

Cleaning- Residential

JAYRO INC dba Merry Maids
Coffee - Products/Services

The House of Coffi

Collection Agencies

Ai PRACTICE MANAGEMENT LLC
Commercial Leasing

Carroll Properties, LLC

KRM Development Corporation
Communication Services
Heritage Sports Radio Network LLC
Magnum Electronics, Inc.

Community Program

Delaware Crime Stoppers

Computer Repair & Services

Bob Johnsons Computer Stuff, Inc

J&E Brothers Computers

Secure Data Computer Solutions, Inc.

Construction

George & Lynch, Inc.*

Pierce Fence Company, Inc.*

Delaware Contractors Association

Lighthouse Construction, Inc.

Pole Buildings Unlimited Inc

Richard Y. Johnson & Son, Inc.

Spicer Bros. Construction Inc.

Teal Construction, Inc.

Construction Equipment

Burke Equipment Company

EquipmentShare

Consultants

Goeins Williams Associates Inc.

Ocean Marine Nav Inc.

Onterris

Robert W. Rescigno, Ed.D,Collaborative
Consulting,LLC

Contractors-General

Brooks Machines

Delmarva Veteran Builders

GC Makeovers

Willow Construction

Yencer Builders, Inc.

Copiers & Copy Services

Affordable Business Systems, Inc.

Excel Business Technologies, LLC

Dental Care

Care First Dental Team - Robert R. Coope, DDS

Smyrna Pediatric Dentistry

Dermatology

Connolly Dermatology

SunWise Family Dermatology & Surgery

Disability Services

Autism Delaware Inc.

KenCrest

Dry Cleaners/Laundry

Capitol Cleaners & Launderers, Inc.

Emerald City Wash World, Inc

Economic Development

Delaware Community Development Corp

Delaware Division of Small Business

Delaware Prosperity Partnership

Downtown Dover Partnership

Kent Economic Partnership

World Trade Center Delaware

Education & Training

Holy Cross High School*

BrightPath Dover Child Care Center

Complete Defense

Delaware Division of Libraries

Dr. Rachael Speaking/Training/Coaching, LLC

First State Educate
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First Tee - Delaware

Leadership Delaware, Inc.

POLYTECH Adult Education

Sheryl Gray LLC

Zip Code Wilmington

Educational Services

Delaware AeroSpace Education Foundation

Oasis Senior Advisors

Electricians & Electrical Supplies

ShureLine Electrical*

All American Electric Service LLC

Dover Electric Supply Co., Inc.

J&B Electrical Services LLC

Nickle Electrical Companies

Towles Electric Inc.

Embroidery

Actors Attic Embroidery Division

Emergency Response Provider

Fireside Partners, Inc.

Employee Benefits

Delmarva Benefit Group

Energy Consultant

Affinity Energy Management

Engineering & Construction Management

Century Engineering, LLC, A Kleinfelder
Company*

Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates

Mountain Consulting Inc.

PAQ Solutions

Entertainment & Recreation

Harrington Raceway & Casino, Inc.*

Dover Motor Speedway*

The Delaware State Fair, Inc.

Dover Skating Center

Flight Club Uncorked

Smyrna Opera House

Top Spin Productions DJ and Photo Booth
Services

Event Planning

Esperanza Events & Consulting LLC

The Hive on Loockerman

Farm Equipment

Taylor & Messick, Inc.

Farm Market

Fifer's Farm Store & Kitchen

Financial Planning/Investments

B.I.G. Investment Services*

First Command*

Garner Group Financial, LLC*

Merrill Wealth Management - Connell,
Alexander & Duncan

Primerica Financial Services - Erlene George*
Black Diamond Financial Solutions, Inc.
CSG Financial

Edward Jones - Jim Brady

Edward Jones Investments - Christopher
Smith, CFP®

Financial Growth Partners

Hill Financial Solutions

Key Advisors Group, LLC

Thrivent Financial

Fire Protection Services

BFPE INTERNATIONAL Fire, Safety & Security
Fitness Centers / Personal Trainers
CNU Fit, LLC*

Club Fitness Dover

Florists

Jen-Mor Florist*

Food Service/Products/Vendors
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Passanantes Home Food Service

Pithari

Food Trucks

Kona Ice of Dover

Travelin’ Tom'’s Coffee of Dover

Two Bay Twists, LLC

Fuel, Oil & Gas

Service Energy / Poore's Propane

Funeral Services

Torbert Funeral Chapels

Trader Funeral Home, Inc.

Furniture

Johnny Janosik, Inc.

Gifts

Delaware Shoppes

Glass & Mirror

GoGlass*

Golf & Country Club

Jonathan's Landing*

Government

Office of U.S. Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester

Senator Eric Buckson

Representative William Bush

Representative William J. Carson

Town of Cheswold

Office of U.S. Senator Chris A. Coons

DE Advisory Council on Career and
Technical Education

Delaware Department of State

Delaware National Guard

Office of the State Treasurer

City of Dover

Delaware Employer Support of the Guard
& Reserve

Office of the Governor

City of Harrington

Representative Kerri Evelyn Harris

Senator Kyra L. Hoffner

Kent County Levy Court

Kent County Sheriff

Senator David G. Lawson

Office of Lt Governor Kyle Evans Gay
Representative Sean M. Lynn

Office of U.S. Congresswoman Sarah McBride

City of Milford

Representative W. Shannon Morris

Senator W. Charles Paradee
Representative Charles S. Postles, Jr.
Representative Bryan W. Shupe

Town of Smyrna

Representative Jeffrey N. Spiegelman
Representative Jesse R. Vanderwende

Senator David L. Wilson
Representative Lyndon D. Yearick

Graphic Design

Blue Dogg Design

Splash! Designworks*

Gymnastics

Stick It! Gymnastics

Hair & Nail Services

My Salon Suite

Health & Diet Food Products - Retail
Key to Life Juice Bar

Health & Wellness

First State Webfooters*

Anew Training

Bureau of Chronic Disease

Caribbean Bush Tea LLC

Essence Integrative Care LLC

Live Well

Milford Wellness Village

Nutrihealth

United Wound Care Centers

Health Services

Bayhealth*

Eden Hill Medical Center*

Alternative Solutions

Blood Bank of Delmarva, Inc.

Cardiovascular Physicians of Delaware

ClearCaptions

Coastal Medical Center

Delaware Health Information Network

Delaware Hospice, Inc.

Delaware Imaging Network

Gracious Heart Nursing Services, LLC

Nephrology Associates, PA

PAM Health Rehabilitation Hospital of Dover

Silver Lining Home Healthcare

Westside Family Healthcare

Hearing Aids

Brandywine Hearing Center featuring Beltone

Heating & Air Conditioning

Atlantic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Barkley Heating & Air, LLC

Schlosser & Associates Mechanical
Contractors

Home Decor

Patti Bishop Watercolors

Home Health Care

Americare Home Solutions*

RRW Inc Home Instead*

Lean On Me Caregiving, LLC*

AccentCare

Always Best Care - Delaware

CarpeVita Home Care

Help at Home

Home Improvements

A-FAB Property Professionals

Chesapeake Bath and Home Solutions

Coastal Bath Company

Ferris Home Improvements, LLC

Ken Stockslager & Son, Inc.

Peninsula Bath LLC

Renewal by Andersen

Homeless Shelter

Central Delaware Housing Collaborative

Hotels/Motels/Accommodations

Bally’s Dover Casino Resort*

Hilton Garden Inn*

Residence Inn by Marriott, Dover*

Atlantic Sands Hotel & Conference Center

Brighton Suites Hotel

Capital Inn of Dover

Comfort Inn - Rehoboth

Comfort Inn & Suites Dover

Comfort Suites - Dover

Hampton Inn - Dover

Hampton Inn - Milford

HOME 2 Suites / Axia Management

Springhill Suites by Marriott Frederica

Housing Information

Dover Housing Authority

Visions of Hope HM, Inc.

Human Resource Services

DelMarVa SHRM

Ice Cream

Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf*

Incorporating Service

Corp1, Inc.

Incorporating Services, Ltd.

PARASEC - PARACORP Inc.
Individuals

Janie Libby*

Mishoe*

George Bailey

Sandy Dale

Judy Diogo

Richard Downes

Emmons

Peter A. Oldziey

Ronald B. Outten

MGeneral Frank Vavala
Information Technology

B/Net Systems, LLC*

BDK, Inc.

IMPACT Technology Group

Penna Kings, LLC

Wagamon Technology Group, LLC.
Xpress Computer Systems
Insurance

Ato Z Insurance

Avery Hall Insurance Group

Carey Insurance Group

Conner Strong & Buckelew
Delaware Department of Insurance
Gregory Reddell - State Farm

L&W Insurance Agency

Lindsay Dougherty State Farm Agent
Regulatory Insurance Services, Inc.
Roberts Insurance, Inc.

State Farm Insurance - Bennett Ins.
Agency Inc.

Weiner Benefits Group

Insurance - Commercial

Pratt Insurance, Inc.

Commercial Insurance Associates, Inc

Insurance - Health

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Delaware*

Allen Ins. Assoc Inc. t/a Allen Ins. Group

Delaware Valley Medigap

Wellcare

Interior Decorators & Designers

Decorating Den Interiors-Deanna Kovach
& Janice Hinzman

Internet Solutions

Comcast

1Q Fiber

Telepathy Networks, LLC

Janitorial Supplies

State Janitorial Supply Co.

Jewelry

Sayers Jewelers & Gemologists Inc.*

Jeweler's Loupe

Knights Fine Jewelry Ltd.

Land Surveyors

MRZ Solutions, LLC.

Landscaping

G's Down Too Earth Landscaping

Josh’s Lawn Care LLC

Todd’s Lawn Care Service

Legal Services

Law Office of Karen Y. Vicks, LLC

Libraries

Dover Public Library

Friends of the Duck Creek Regional Library

Lobbyists

C.S. Kidner Associates/Capitol Strategies*

The Willis Group, LLC*

Fitzgerald Consulting, Inc.

Lottery



Delaware State Lottery

Mailing Services- Domestic/International

The UPS Store - Smyrna

Manufactured Housing & Development

First State Manufactured Housing Assoc.

Manufacturers

Independent Metal Strap Co., Inc.

Mohawk Electrical Systems, Inc.

Manufacturers and Processors

Kraft Heinz Company*

HandyTube

Procter & Gamble

Marketing

Hook PR & Marketing*

IMD4*

Vida Brand Lab*

AHDTV Network

Aloysius Butler & Clark

Welcome Wagon

Medical

Innovative Renal Care - American Kidney
Care of Dover

Clearway Pain Solutions

Eye Specialists of Delaware

Eye Specialists of Delaware - Milford

The Center at Eden Hill

Medical Supplies

TidalHealth Lifeline

Mental Health Services

A Center for Mental Wellness, Inc.

HOLISTICARE OF DELAWARE, LLC

NorthNode Group Counseling

Military Housing

Dover Family Housing ~ Hunt Military
Communities

Military Services

512th Airlift Wing

Air and Space Forces Association Galaxy
Chapter

Dover Air Force Base

US ARMY Dover Recruiting Center

Monuments & Mausoleums

William V. Sipple & Son, Inc.

Mortgage Companies

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.

Mortgage Loans - Commercial & Residential

Miller Mortgage Group at AnnieMac
Home Mortgage

Moving & Storage

Two Men And A Truck

Museums

Biggs Museum of American Art*

Air Mobility Command Museum Foundation

Delaware Agricultural Museum and Village

Delaware State Police Museum

Musicians

Delaware Choral Society

The Joe Baione Vibraphone Experience

Networking

Master Networks

New Home Builders / Construction

C & M Custom Homes

Newspapers & Magazines

Daily State News / Independent
Newsmedia, Inc., USA*

APG Media of Chesapeake
(Adams Publications Group)

Delaware Today Magazine

Dover Post Co.

Kent County Women’s Journal
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Morning Star Publications / The Business
Report

Southern Delaware Explorer Magazine

The Open Door

Non-Profit Organization

CenDel Foundation*

Central DE Habitat for Humanity*

Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition, Inc.*

United Way of Delaware*

AARP Delaware

Alzheimer's Association - Delaware Chapter

American Legion Post 14 & Station 64

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Delaware

Smyrna-Clayton Boys & Girls Clubs

Greater Dover Boys & Girls Clubs

Camden Wyoming Rotary Club

Cancer Support Community Delaware

Colonial Rotary Club of Dover

Correctional Officers Assoc. of Delaware

Delaware Alliance for Nonprofit Advancement

DE TURF Sports Complex

Delaware Community Foundation

Delaware Farm Bureau

Delaware Standardbred Owners
Association, Inc.

Do Care Doula Foundation Inc

Dover / Kent County MPO

Dover Capital City Rotary

Easterseals DE & MD’s Eastern Shore

Energize Delaware

First State Community Action Agency

Food Bank of Delaware

Grace to Grace The Parents Journey Inc.

Home Builders Association of Delaware

Independent Resources, Inc.

Jobs for Delaware Graduates

Kent County Republican Committee

Kent-Sussex Industries, Inc.

Meals On Wheels Delaware

NeighborGood Partners, Inc.

NEW DAY Pregnancy Care Center

Pressley Ridge

Rodel

Ronald McDonald House of Delaware

The Art Society at Loblolly Acres

True Access Capital

USO Delaware

Wilmington Hope Commission

YMCA Dover

Nursing Care

Bay Terrace Rehabilitation and
Healthcare Center

Evergreen Post Acute

Painting

CertaPro Painters of Delaware

Snow’s Painting Service, LLC

That 1 Painter Diamond State

Pest/Termite Control Services

Diamond State Pest Control, LLC*

JEM Pest Solutions Inc.

Pets- Services & Supplies

Beaverdam Pet Food, Inc.

Forrest Avenue Animal Hospital

Jax n Daisy, Inc.

Solomon’s Doggie Treats-An Artisan
Ba'r"kery

Photographers

C.M. Baker Photography

Physical Therapy

BenchMark Physical Therapy

Physicians & Surgeons

Coral Health

Dedicated to Women

Plumbers & Plumbing Supplies

JDM No. 1 Plumbing, LLC

Pole Building

Diamond State Pole Buildings

Professional Services

Delaware Inspections

Promotional Products & Services

Instant Imprints of Delaware*

American Solutions for Business

Karen Horton - Business Name TBD

Radio Stations

Delaware Public Media

Forever Media Inc. - Milford

IHeartMedia

Real Estate

R & R Commercial Realty, Inc

Burns & Ellis Realtors

Delaware Association of REALTORS®

Dowding Resource Group*

Harrington Realty, Inc.

Keller Williams Realty Central Delaware

Kent County Association of REALTORS®

Leander Lakes, LLC

Liza Orlando, Realtor - Keller Williams Realty

Loft Realty

McGinnis Commercial Real Estate Co.

NextHome Preferred

Patterson Schwartz

Remax Horizons

The Eduruke Group

The Moving Experience

Real Estate Commercial & Residential

Bryan Realty Group

The Emory Hill Companies

Real Estate Development & Management

Davis Strategic Development

Real Estate Rental

Eden Hill Apartments Acq CO. LLC DBA
as The Eden Lofts

Recreational Vehicle Dealers

Parkview RV Center

Recycling

Delaware Solid Waste Authority

Rental Equipment

Collective Event Group

Diamond State Party Rental

Rentals & Storage

King Self Storage

Restaurants

Attento LLC dba Royal Prime Events &
Steakhouse*

Auntie Anne’s Soft Pretzels

Bangkok Thai Cuisine Corp

Benvenuto, LLC

Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen

Clean Eatz of Dover

Cool Springs Fish Bar & Restaurant

Curry Pizza House Dover

Grey Fox Grille

Grotto Pizza - Dover

JP’s Wharf LTD

LongHorn Steakhouse

McDonald’s

Mike & Mel's Family Restaurant

Oishii Asian Bistro

Rail Haus

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
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Roma ltalian Restaurant

Sambo's Tavern

Select Pizza and Grill

Select Pizza and Grill Smyrna

Celtic Legacy Inc dba Sheridan'’s Irish Pub

Texas Roadhouse

The Brick-Wood Fired Eats

Tim Hortons

Tomeka's Homestyle Eatery

Veronica's Pizzeria

Vincenzo's Italian Restaurant & Gelato

Retail

Celestial Shoes & Kickin' Rocks Footwear*

Special Touch Card Creations*

Agape Body Piercings

Books a Million

Byler’s Store, Inc.

Chicka and Co

Chick’s Saddlery

Cigar Sessions

Dover Army Navy Store, Inc.

Dover Pools

Henlopen Candle Works

Knife Guy Josh LLC DBA Cutco Knives

OEO Energy Solutions

Walmart DC 7034

Zuha Trend

Roofing

G. Fedale - Lewes*

G. Fedale - Wilmington*

Bright Side Roofing*

Biddle’s Home Solutions LLC

Miller’s Roofing & Coatings, LLC

Schools, Colleges & Education

Delaware State University*

Delaware Technical Community College -
Terry Campus*

Smyrna School District*

Wilmington University*

Caesar Rodney School District

Capital School District

First State Military Academy (FSMA)

POLYTECH School District

Positive Outcomes Charter School

The Elizabeth W. Murphey School, Inc.

University of Delaware

Security Systems

Advantech Incorporated

Senior Centers

Harvest Years Senior Center

Modern Maturity Center, Inc.

Senior Services

Delaware Senior Medicare Patrol

Harmony at Kent

WeCare Services

Shoes

Red Wing Shoes

Signs

Kent Sign Co.

Staffing & Recruiting

PLACERS / PLACERS Professional

State Agencies

Delaware Dept of Labor Div of Vocational
Rehabilitation

Delaware DNREC

Delaware Health and Social Services/

DSAAPD

Delaware Office of Management and Budget
Delaware River & Bay Authority
Delaware State Housing Authority
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Get our 7-Day
Daily E-Newspaper!

Read the

Daily State News
e-newspaper
online, anytime,
every day,

7 days a week.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Sign up now for unlimited digital access and
receive BOTH our 7-day e-newspaper, AND all
access to our website BayToBayNews.com with
additional news from Delmarva.

S5 the first month

and $14.99/mo. thereafter.

**Print and digital subscriptions starting
at $30/month

DAILY @
STATE NEWS

at wBayToBayNews.com

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

.El

Subscribe today and start enjoying
your local, daily newspaper!

NEED HELP? Contact us at: customerservice@iniusa.org or 888-665-3848

CDCC MEMBER LIST BY BUSINESS CATEGORY

Sunrooms

Quality Builders Inc.

Surety Bond Broker

The Bond Agency

Tattoos

Artistic Additions Tattoos

Taxi / Limousine Service

Executive Transportation Inc.

Television Stations

WBOC & FOX21

Therapeutic Services

Beyond Speech Therapy, LLC

Central Delaware Speech Language
Pathology

Tourism

Kent County Tourism Corporation*

Towing

McKinney’s Towing & Road Service

Transportation

Delaware Transit Corp/DART First State*

Dawson Bus Service, Inc.

Delaware Department of Transportation

GOGO Charters - Dover

Koski Enterprises Inc.

Serenity NEMT

Trash Removal Service

Casella Waste Systems

Travel Agencies

AGG World Travels

Blissful Blythe Travels

Uniforms

A & H Uniforms

Capitol Uniform & Linen Service

Utilities

Chesapeake Utilities Corp.*

Delaware Electric Cooperative*

Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation
- DEMEC*

Artesian Water Company, Inc.

Delmarva Power

Tidewater Utilities, Inc.

Utility Trailers

Delwood Trailer Sales, Inc.

Veterans Services

Friends of Delaware Veterans Inc.

Video Production

PJVideoFilm.com

Social B Hive

Water, Mold, Fire Restoration

DiBiaso's Cleaning & Restoration Services Inc.*

All Restored Inc.

BELFOR USA Group Inc.

SERVPRO of Dover/Middletown

Web Design, Internet Consulting

mylnstant Team*

Delmarva Digital

Weddings

King Cole Farm

Window Treatments

Accurate Tint And Graphics

Budget Blinds of Dover

Winery

Harvest Ridge Winery

Youth Sports

Melodic Movements Performing Arts
Program Inc.

BUSINESS MIXER
Continued from Page 1

Mixer there will be a cash bar, along
with a specialty drink.

The CDCC'’s Sunset Business
Mixers are a cornerstone of our
organization’s mission to support
and promote local business. These
events provide a relaxed and
informal environment where profes-
sionals can exchange ideas, share
experiences, and build valuable
connections. The July Mixer at Sher-
idan’s Irish Pub offers the perfect at-
mosphere to build business relation-
ships and make new connections.

The event is free and open
to CDCC member businesses,
including all of their employees. Hey,
company leaders — consider inviting
your whole team to attend with you.
To attend, please RSVP by visiting
the CDCC’s website or calling the
Chamber office directly. Remember
— potential members are eligible to
attend two mixers before requiring
membership. So, current members,
feel free to spread the word! If a new
member joins under your referral,

you receive a $50 credit towards
your membership dues with the
potential to earn up to a $200 credit
during your membership year. Nice!

The Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce is excited to see you at
Sheridan’s Irish Pub in Downtown
Smyrna for an evening of network-
ing, community, Irish drink & food,
and most likely an Irish blessing or
two. For more information about
attending the Wednesday, July 29th
Sunset Business Mixer, please feel
free to contact the Chamber at 302-
734-7513 or visit our Calendar of
Events on the website at www.cdcc.
net to register:
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Member News

Hats & Heels 2026:

Meals On Wheels Delaware is
proud to announce the return of
Hats & Heels 2026, one of the
state’s premier fundraising events
dedicated to supporting senior
nutrition programs across Delaware.
This elegant and inspiring afternoon
will bring together community
leaders, philanthropists, local busi-
nesses, and supporters for a celebra-
tion of fashion, food, and philanthro-
py—all benefiting Delaware’s older
adults.

This year’s event is especially
exciting as we welcome Devona
Williams as our 2026 Honorary
Chair. A dedicated community
advocate and supporter of charita-
ble initiatives throughout Delaware,
Devona’s leadership and passion for
giving back perfectly embody the
spirit of Hats & Heels.

Guests will enjoy an unforget-
table cocktail reception featuring
tastings from participating local
restaurants, along with specialty
cocktails, curated wines, and craft
brews. Attendees will also experi-
ence live entertainment provided
by DJ Smooth, whose energy and
music will keep the celebration lively
throughout the afternoon.

==

Hats & Heels

A highlight of the event will be
the highly anticipated fashion show,
featuring stunning designs from
Dell Scott Designs, Delaware State
University’s Fashion & Textiles
Program, Chapeaux by Traci, and
Zuha Trend. From elegant hats to
sophisticated styles, the runway pre-
sentation will showcase creativity,
culture, and community while cele-
brating the event’s signature theme.

As the statewide supporting orga-
nization, Meals On Wheels Delaware
raises awareness, advocates for
seniors, and provides funding to
strengthen the network of meal
delivery providers serving commu-
nities across the state. Through
fundraising events like Hats &
Heels, Meals On Wheels Delaware
helps sustain and enhance the work

of the five meal delivery programs
that serve seniors throughout Dela-
ware’s three counties.

These local programs deliver
far more than nutritious meals.
They provide wellness checks,
social connection, and a vital link
to the community for thousands
of homebound seniors. For many
older adults, the volunteer deliver-
ing a meal may be the only person
they see all day. These services
help combat food insecurity, reduce
isolation, and support seniors who
wish to remain safely and inde-
pendently in their homes.

As Delaware’s senior popula-
tion continues to grow, the need
for these programs becomes in-
creasingly important. Every dollar
raised through Hats & Heels helps

A Stylish Celebration Supporting Delaware Seniors

strengthen this statewide network
and ensures that seniors have
access to the nutrition and support
services they need to thrive.

Businesses and organizations
looking to make a meaningful
impact are encouraged to explore
sponsorship opportunities. Sponsor-
ship provides valuable community
visibility while demonstrating a com-
mitment to supporting Delaware’s
aging population. Through event rec-
ognition, marketing exposure, and
community engagement opportuni-
ties, sponsors play a critical role in
helping Meals On Wheels Delaware
fulfill its mission.

Join us for an afternoon of
fashion, food, entertainment, and
purpose as we come together to
support Delaware seniors and the
programs that serve them.

Together, we can help ensure that
Delaware seniors continue to receive
the nourishment, connection, and
support they deserve.

For sponsorship opportunities
or additional information about
Hats & Heels 2026, please contact
Regina Dodds at rdodds@mealson-
wheelsde.org.




24

JULY 2026 # Chamber Connections

AWARDS FOR Excellence
CELEBRATION

AWARDS RECAP

Continued from Page 1

that it can sometimes be hard to keep
track of, but not for you. You've joined us
every step of the way, and we couldn’t be
more grateful. Thank you for allowing
us to be a small part of your business
journey here in Central Delaware.

We were excited to welcome new
Board Member Kathy Kennedy-Ratajack
from Wilmington University, and the
CDCC also took a moment to recognize
Board Member Charmaine A. Whyte
from Delaware State University who is
retiring at the end of this fiscal year. We
are grateful to all our Board Members
for their service to the CDCC and our
membership.

During the evening, attendees
paused to honor the memory of
Danielle Conklin (LCD Class of 2023),
who tragically passed away earlier
this year. To celebrate her enduring
impact, the Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce (CDCC) presented its
inaugural Legacy Award in her honor.
The award recognizes Danielle’s passion
for life, devotion to family, compassion

for others, joyful spirit, and dedication to
spreading light—qualities that continue
to inspire future generations of leaders.
Adding to the tribute, Dennis Spence
(LCD Class of 2022) delivered a moving
spoken-word performance, reciting an
original poem he wrote to celebrate her
life.

From sponsors, volunteers, business
partners, to ambassadors, the CDCC
could not have completed a busy year
without each and everyone’s help. The
CDCC staff works hard to produce
successful events, provide interest-
ing programs, and be engaged in the
business community. It is so gratifying
to see our members bring our events
to life — especially this one. This cele-
bration was for YOU — our members,
our community! This was to express
our gratitude for all your hard work and
dedication to the CDCC and the Central
Delaware community. We are always
thrilled to roll out the red carpet, call the
“paparazzi,” and enjoy a glamourous
evening with all of you!

The CDCC would like to give a
special thank you to our Signature
Sponsor, Merrill Lynch — Connell,

Alexander, Duncan & Associates for
their 10 years of generous support in
always making the Awards for Excel-
lence Celebration a success! Thank you
to Chairman’s Circle Sponsor: Bally’s
Dover Casino Resort, Wine Sponsor:
Faw Casson, Benefactors: Delaware
Division of Small Business and L&W
Insurance, Donor Sponsors: Allen
Insurance and Delmarva Power, and
Contributors: Advantech, Burns & Ellis
Realtors, Dover Pools, Lean On Me
Caregiving, and Sambo’s Tavern.

Thank you to the event’s Platinum
Sponsors from B.I.G. Investment
Services, Century Engineering — A
Kleinfelder Company, Chesapeake
Utilities Corporation, Daily State News,
Dover Federal Credit Union, G. Fedale,
Harrington Raceway & Casino, Kraft
Heinz Company, Pratt Insurance, R&R
Commercial Realty, and Royal Prime
Events & Steakhouse. The CDCC and
the Central Delaware community thank
all these great local businesses for their
continued support and generosity!

The CDCC extends a big thank you
to Bally’s Dover Casino Resort for being
an accommodating host and the Royal

Prime Events staff for serving a delicious
meal. Thank you to the Tom Baione Trio
(part of the Joe Baione Vibraphone Expe-
rience) for setting the mood with their
dynamic music, to Top Spin Productions
for their fun and festive photo booth,

and to Heather Contant from Delaware
Municipal Electric Corporation and
Denise Vendrick from Faw Casson for
acting as “paparazzi” and snapping
glamorous pics of the attendees arriving
on the red carpet.

Thank you to everyone in attendance
at the Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce’s 2026 Awards for Excel-
lence Celebration. Thank you for the
important role you play for the CDCC
and for making 2026 another great year.
Thank you for supporting your local
community and your Chamber through-
out the year. With every ending comes
a new beginning, and the CDCC is so
excited to begin a new fiscal year with
our treasured community. We couldn’t
do it without YOU! We are proud to be
“your opportunity hub!

Please join the CDCC to congratulate our 2026 Awards for Excellence
Celebration winners!

Young Professional of the Year: Joselito “Jose” Arroyo, Bright Side Roofing

Small Business of the Year: La Baguette French Bakery

Large Employer of the Year: Delaware Hospice, Inc.

Small Business of the Year:
La Baguette French Bakery

Young Professional of the
Year: Joselito “Jose”
Arroyo, Bright Side Roofing

Board Member of the Year: Laura Ambassador of the Year: Sal Watson,
Garofoli, Lean On Me Caregiving Bally’'s Dover Casino Resort

Leadership Central Delaware (LCD) Best in Class: LCD Class of 2023

Additional awards were presented to these excellent businesses & individuals:
Outstanding Partnership Award: Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream & Mini Golf
Volunteer of the Year: Dawne Nickerson, AFMES — Dover Air Force Base
Board Member of the Year: Laura Garofoli, Lean On Me Caregiving
Ambassador of the Year: Sal Watson, Bally’s Dover Casino Resort

LCD Best in Class — Class of 2023

Volunteer of the Year: Dawne
Nickerson, AFMES — Dover Air
Force Base

Outstanding Partnership Award:
Tre Sorelle Dolce Ice Cream &
Mini Golf

E

Legacy Award: Tribute to Danielle
Conklin, LCD Class of 2023
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Special Feature

Save the Date: August Mixer & Member 2 Member Expo

We might just be a few weeks into
the official season of summer, but
the Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce (CDCC) knows that your
calendar is already booked full of
events and activities, not to mention
the ongoing joys of soaking up the
sun and spending time with your
family and friends. And you do all of
this while still working and running
your business. It’s the annual ritual
of packing the warm weather season
full of the things we love best. Right?

However, even though your
calendar is already filling up, we
want to put a special networking
event on your schedule before that
date is booked full. Save the date
now for Wednesday, August 26th,

4 — 7 p.m. for the CDCC’s Sunset
Business Mixer AND Member 2
Member Expo (M2M)! This 2-in-1
event will take place at Harvest
Ridge Winery, 447 Westville Road,
Marydel. You don’t want to miss it.

HARVEST
RIDGE
WINERY

The Member 2 Member Expo
is your opportunity to showcase
your impressive goods and services
to your fellow CDCC members,
potential members, and friends,
build community, gain new leads
and wow new customers. Since this
is a combo event with the Sunset
Business Mixer, please be sure to
bring your business cards for net-
working and door prize entries, cash
for the 50/50 raffle, and a welcoming
vibe ready to expand your business
relationships.

Then, if all the networking and
business building opportunities

aren’t enough, the August Business
Mixer will be hosted in a relaxing
and inviting venue — Harvest Ridge
Winery. Don’t forget to set aside
some time at the Mixer to learn

the story of this historic Central
Delaware locale and make plans for
a longer visit in the future.

If you are interested in signing up
for a table-top display area/vendor
space at the August Sunset Business
Mixer and Member 2 Member Expo,
seize this opportunity now while
spaces are still readily available.
Reserve your table at the low rate of
$125, by calling the CDCC at 302-
734-7513.

We can’t wait to see you on August
26, 2026, for this energized joint
event of networking and business
showcasing. For more information
visit www.cdcc.net/events or give us
a call!

Ribbon Cutting

DOVER, DE - On Friday, June 26,
2026, the Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce (CDCC) was excited to host a
ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the
Grand Re-opening of The Joint Chiroprac-
tic. Owners Dr. Cherese Bratcher, her
husband Tony Bratcher and their team
were joined by Chamber members, local
dignitaries, and friends to cut the ribbon
at their 50 N. Dupont Highway location.

In addition to the ribbon cutting,
event attendees enjoyed delicious
chicken platters, decadent sweet treats,
refreshing beverages, special discounts
on services, and a personalized in-
troduction to the services they offer.

The Dover clinic had a soft opening in
September and took the opportunity
offered by this Grand Re-opening Ribbon
Cutting to re-introduce themselves to the
community and share the benefits they
offer their clients.

The Joint Chiropractic is a walk-in chi-
ropractic clinic with over 960 locations
nationwide, allowing for continuity of
care if their clients travel or relocate.
They offer affordable care options,
without having to rely on insurance.
“Our mission is to improve quality of life

CDCC Celebrates The Joint Chiropractic with Ribbon Cutting

chiropractic

through routine and affordable chiroprac-
tic care. We perform full spine chiroprac-
tic adjustments and care for patients of
all ages: pregnant women, newborns,
toddlers, teenagers, adults, and the
elderly,” Tony explained.

Tony and his wife Cherese are native
Delawareans. In addition to their Dover
location, they own and operate a Joint
Chiropractic clinic in Knightdale, NC
which has been open for 8 years. Tony
shared, “When looking to expand our
brand, we saw an opportunity here in
Dover to provide an affordable option to
receiving chiropractic care.”

Although they have not yet been
involved in many CDCC events, other
than attending a couple of mixers, they
relish any opportunity that will allow

them to network
and educate
fellow business
owners and
the community
about the
benefits of chi-
ropractic care.
Tony pointed out,
“We plan to be
more involved in
the future as we
learn more about
the Central
Delaware
community.”

Please join
the Central
Delaware
Chamber of
Commerce to
welcome The
Joint Chiroprac-
tic as a member
of the CDCC and
celebrate the Grand Re-opening of their
Dover location!

Anyone interested in learning more
about this affordable chiropractic care

option should contact them at 302-380-
3180, www.thejoint.com/01001 or visit
them in person at 50 N. Dupont Hwy,
BIdg. #1, Unit #4, Dover.
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The CDCC is Buzzing About Social B Hive

The Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce (CDCC) is pleased to
welcome one of our newest members,
Social B Hive, a Delaware-based video
production and marketing agency.

Social B Hive proudly serves
businesses, nonprofits, events, and or-
ganizations throughout Delaware and
the surrounding region. They special-
ize in helping brands tell their stories
through a wide range of creative and
marketing services, including profes-
sional video production, social media
marketing, event coverage, podcast
production, and creative content
development.

Their goal is to create engaging
content that helps businesses increase
visibility, build trust, and connect with
their audience.

Social B Hive was founded
by Thomas Malkiewicz, a Dela-
ware-based entrepreneur, videogra-
pher, and marketing professional with
a passion for helping local businesses
succeed.

Over the years, Thomas has worked
with a wide variety of organizations
throughout Delaware, producing
videos, podcasts, event coverage, and
marketing campaigns that highlight
the people and stories behind local
businesses. His passion for story-
telling comes from a genuine belief
that strong communities are built

™

when local organizations support one
another and share their experiences.
The Social B Hive team works
closely with clients to create authentic
content that reflects their unique
mission and values. Whether they're
filming a community event, producing
a podcast, flying a drone for aerial
footage, or helping a business develop
a marketing strategy, their focus is
always on building relationships and
delivering results.
When their team is not behind
a camera or editing content, you'll
often find them networking with
local business owners, support-
ing community organizations,

and attending events throughout
Delaware.

“At Social B Hive, we believe every
business has a story worth telling.
What makes us different is our ability
to combine professional video produc-
tion with practical marketing strate-
gies that drive engagement and help
businesses grow.”

Thomas added, “We work with
organizations of all sizes—from
small local businesses and non-
profits to community events and
regional brands. We pride ourselves
on providing high-quality creative
services at affordable rates, making
professional marketing accessible
to businesses throughout Delaware.
Because we offer both content
creation and marketing expertise,
our clients receive more than just a
video or graphic—they receive content
designed with a purpose.”

When asked what motivated
Social B Hive to become a member
of the CDCC, Thomas replied, “The
Chamber brings together business
leaders who are committed to
strengthening our local economy and
supporting one another’s success. As
a company built around community
engagement and relationship-building,
joining the Chamber was a natural fit.”

Thomas went on to say, “We're
excited to connect with fellow

members, learn more about the busi-
nesses that make Central Delaware
such a great place to live and work,
and find opportunities to help tell
their stories. We believe that collab-
oration creates stronger businesses
and stronger communities, and we're
proud to be part of an organization
that shares those values.”

Social B Hive would love to meet
fellow Chamber members and
discuss how creative storytelling and
strategic marketing can help grow
your business. To learn more about
Social B Hive and view examples
of their work, visit them online at
www.socialbhive.com. You can also
connect with them on social media
to see their latest projects, videos,
podcasts, and community coverage.

Congratulations - You're a 10!

“Congratulations — You're a 10!” is designed to recognize, congratulate and highlight recently
renewed members who are celebrating membership anniversaries in increments of 10.
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30
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Member of the Month

Tell us a little about your business/organization:
how did it begin; what are your services/products,
etc.

Harvest Ridge Winery is a family-run winery
located on the Delaware-Maryland border, dedicated
to creating high-quality wines, ciders, and memorable
experiences for our guests. What began as a passion
for winemaking has grown into a destination known
for its welcoming atmosphere, award-winning wines,
community events, and one of the top wine clubs in
the nation.

Today, we offer a diverse selection of wines and
ciders, host festivals and events throughout the year,
and provide a place where friends and families can
gather and make lasting memories. What truly sets
us apart is our commitment to giving back. We are
owned by Hero-Hunts Foundation, a non-profit, which
supports active-duty military members, veterans, and
their families. At Harvest Ridge Winery, we're proud
to bring together great products, great people, and a
greater purpose.

Tell us about your role in the business/
organization:
As General Manager, [ wear many hats—team

NAME: Alexis Nunan

TITLE: General Manager

BUSINESS: Harvest Ridge Winery
ADDRESS: 447 Westville Rd Marydel, DE

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 12-5, Fri & Sat 12-8.
PHONE: (302) 343-9437

WEBSITE: www.harvestridgewinery.com

cheerleader, event planner, problem-solver, and
sometimes professional juggler. No two days are ever
the same. One moment I'm helping guests discover
their new favorite wine, and the next I'm supporting
our team, planning events, or finding solutions behind
the scenes. My favorite part of the job is creating
memorable experiences for our guests while working
alongside an incredible team.

Tell us something that makes your business unique:
Harvest Ridge Winery is more than a winery—it’s
a gathering place where great wine, community, and
purpose come together. As a family-run operation
owned by the Hero-Hunts Foundation, every bottle
helps support a mission of giving back to active-duty
military members, veterans, and their families. We
pride ourselves on creating a welcoming atmosphere
where guests feel like family, whether they're visiting
for a tasting, a festival, or simply to relax with friends.

What do you see for the future of your business?
Our vision for the future starts with our mission: to
have a world-class team working together to deliver an
exceptional customer experience. As we continue to
grow, our focus is not simply on selling more wine, but
on investing in our people, strengthening our culture,
and creating memorable experiences that keep guests
coming back. We want HRW to be known as a place
where guests feel welcomed, valued, and connected—

EMAIL: alexis@harvestridgewinery.com

HARVEST
RIDGE
WINERY

whether it’s their first visit or their hundredth. By
building an outstanding team and staying committed
to service, we believe the opportunities for growth and
community impact are limitless.

How has the Chamber helped your business grow?

The Chamber has helped us build meaningful
relationships within our local business community.
One of the things I value most is that it feels less like
a networking organization and more like a close-knit
community of businesses that genuinely support one
another. As small business owners and leaders, we
understand the challenges and opportunities we all
face, and the Chamber creates an environment where
we can collaborate, share ideas, and help each other
succeed.

What is your best advice to other businesses/
organizations?

My best advice is simple: you get out of it what
you put into it. Attend the events, build relationships,
and take advantage of the resources available to you.
The Chamber team is an incredible asset and truly
invested in the success of its members. They are often
just one phone call away from making a connection,
providing guidance, or helping you find the right
person or resource. The more you engage, the more
valuable your membership becomes.

Ambassador’s Corner

Jessica Jackson

reading.

My name is Jessica Jackson,
, and my husband and I have
| four children, three boys ages
20,16 and 14 years old, and
one 3-year-old girl. I am orig-
inally from Virginia but have
lived in Delaware for 20 years.
Outside of work, I enjoy giving
back to my community and am
currently the Vice President
of the Central Delaware
Habitat for Humanity Board of
Directors. The rest of my “free”
time is spent at football games
and practices, showing dogs, or

people we serve.

I work for M&T Bank as a
Vice President and Sr. Branch
Manager in Downtown Dover.
M&T Bank’s purpose is to
understand the individuals and
the businesses in our neigh-
borhood, so we can create
the right opportunities for the

I began to learn more and
more about the benefits of the
Chamber. This ultimately led
me to an interest in being an
ambassador and the opportuni-
ty to ensure the new members
truly know everything about
what the Chamber has to offer.

I started out with the
Central Delaware Chamber
of Commerce when [ came to
the bank and participated in
The Amazing Chase (which
is my favorite CDCC event).
Then, through my relationship

M&I Bank

with President Dina Vendetti,



RENEWALS FOR MAY 2026 - THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWAL!

Company Name YRS Company Name YRS
Dover Pools 50 Delaware Department of State 10
Merrill Wealth Management - Connell, a4 LongHorn Steakhouse 8
Alexander, Duncan & Associates DiBiaso's Cleaning & Restoration Services 6
Delaware Solid Waste Authority 36 Inc.

Johnny Janosik, Inc. 30 JP's WharfLTD 6
Brandywine Hearing Center featuring 24 Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church -Dover 6
Beltone CertaPro Painters of Delaware 5
TD Bank - Limestone 22 .

King Cole Farm 5
Collective Event Group 17

’ Emerald City Wash World, Inc 3
Hilton Garden Inn 17
Black Diamond Financial Solutions, Inc. 16  Beyond Speech Therapy, LLC 2
Service Energy / Poore's Propane 16 Lindsay Dougherty State Farm Agent 2
Cheddar's Scratch Kitchen 13

3 - . Wolfe & Associates 2
Goeins Williams Associates Inc. 13
} . Colonial Rotary Club of Dover 1
Silver Lining Home Healthcare 13
i . EZ Work Trucks 1
The Moving Experience 12
X First State Educate 1
Shore United Bank - Camden 11
NEW MEMBERS

Delmarva Gavin 120 E Market .

Veteran Builders ~ Stephens Street Salisbury MD 21801 4437361584

Oasis Senior Genevieve 7209 Lancaster .

Advisors Kaczmarczyk Pike Suite 4325 Hockessin DE 19707 302-366-4200

B 4 East Laurel
PAQ Solutions iV Street, Georgetown DE 19947  302-219-4782
ne .
Suite 102
Penna Ki Sivakumar 251 Little Fall
LLeonmes Ganesan oo TS Wilmington DE 19808  609-789-3763
T.
Rathuryan
"
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Withavariety of discounts offered of O Lz CLUBQs
F ) - . Ty
by Chamber members,

this card goes right on
your key fob, so you'll
always have it with you.

It features discounts on
everything from automotive
to retail to personal services and b
more. As a business member, offer a L
discount and increase your foot traffic

with fellow Chamber members! Your
participation also includes a NEW sticker to put

at your register or on your door to alert shoppers to be sure to use their
card when shopping with your business. Contact us today to add your

discount to the list: 302-734-7513.
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Coflee
On Us!

SPONSORED BY
Tre Sorelle Dolce

The Central Delaware Chamber of
Commerce would love to connect you with
something delicious! The photograph on our front
pageheader changes each month, depicting pictur-
esque and unique locations right here in Central
Delaware. These photos are the subject of our
monthly “Coffee On Us” contest.

If you recognize the location of the header picture
on our front page, be the FIRST PERSON to CALL
the CDCC Office (302-734-7513) with the correct
answer and you will win a $10 gift card to:

Chamber Connections

You'll also see your picture and
your company name on our Facebook page
- and, of course, you'll win
bragging rights for the month!

The winner of the June “Coffee On Us” Contest was Valerie
Heritage from the City of Milford. She correctly identified the
photo on the front page as Jonathan's Landing Golf Course.

Congratulations, Valerie, and thank you for playing our game!

***Please note that the same person is qualified to win the

Coffee on Us Contest only twice per calendar year***




